Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture: "You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in your presence, 
                                        with eternal pleasures at your right hand"  (Psalm 16:11).

 

How Important is Prayer:"Christ is not only a remedy for your weariness and trouble, but He will give you an 
                                         abundance of the contrary: joy and delight. They who come to Christ, do not only come to 
                                         a resting place after they have been wandering in a wilderness, but they come to a 
                                         banqueting house where they may rest, and where they may feast. They may cease from 
                                         their former troubles and toils, and they may enter upon a course of delights and spiritual

                                         joys"  (Jonathan Edwards). 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"Okay - it's time to come clean. I am a card-carrying
Christian hedonist!"
(Part 1) 
 

Now hold on, I know what some of you are thinking. Some are saying, what is that? Well, Webster's New World dictionary defines hedonism as; the self-indulgent pursuit of pleasure as a way of life. Okay, but what is Christian Hedonism?  

 

First, let me say I too struggled with that name and concept. I believed it was fine that joy or pleasure might be a by-product of our relationship to God, or a spin-off of our obedience to Him, but I had a real hard time coming to grips that it is meant to be part of our obedience. How could that possibly be?

 

Well sometime ago I began reading some of Dr. John Piper's works on this subject, and it had a profound effect on me. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Actually, it changed my praying, my relationship with Jesus Christ, in short, it changed my life. As John Piper says in his wonderful little book, The Dangerous Duty of Delight (which I highly recommend), "Christian Hedonism" is a controversial name for an old-fashioned way of life.

 

Before you turn the idea off that joy is important to God, and was meant to be important in this life, let me share this one startling line from God's Word about how important joy was for Jesus. Hebrews 12:2 says; "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 

As John Piper says; "The greatest labor of love that ever happened was possible because Jesus pursued the greatest imaginable joy, namely, the joy of being exalted to God's right hand in the assembly of a redeemed people. For the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross!"

 

Now, let us begin to look at, if a better and more lasting joy that God offers us is meant to effect the way we approach all of life. But perhaps you're still not sure whether we're meant to be joyful. Well, God told Moses; "Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and a glad heart ... therefore you shall serve your enemies" (Deuteronomy 28:47-48).

 

Peter even tells us; "But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed" (1 Peter 4:13). Wow!  And James says; "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials" (James 1:2).  

 

Did Jesus mean it when He said; "These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full" (John 15:11)? Well, David called God his "joy and his delight" (Psalm 43:4). We are told; "Delight yourself in the Lord" (Psalm 37:4). Psalm 16:11 actually says; "You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand."

 

Remember friends that this joy, or pleasure, or delight is always that which is found in God. As John Piper said; "Even joy in doing good is finally joy in God, because the ultimate good that we always aim at is displaying the glory of God and expanding our own joy in God to others."

 

This joy or pleasure in God also has the power to sever the root of sin by offering a superior satisfaction than those "fleeting pleasures". Saint Augustine, who in the year 386, found his freedom from lust said of God; "How sweet all at once it was for me to be rid of those fruitless joys which I had once feared to lose! ... You drove them from me, you who are the true, the sovereign joy. You drove them from me and took their place, you who are sweeter than all pleasure."

 

You see C.S. Lewis got it exactly right when he said; "...If we consider the unblushing promises of reward in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased."

 

After all we can already; "Rejoice that our names are recorded in heaven" (Luke 10:20). And of course one day we have been promised that all faithful servants will hear the words; "Enter into the joy of your master" (Matthew 25:21).  

 

In the future we shall look at things like, how pursuing this pleasure and joy will undermine pride and self-pity in our lives, and impact many other areas as well. But for now we will do well to remember; "The joy of the Lord is our strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). That joy is a part of God's own nature and Spirit that He manifests in His children. 

 

There is no getting around the fact that "joy" is used some seventy times in the New Testament alone. The apostle Paul was imprisoned when he wrote to the church at Philippi and yet he used the word for joy some 16 times in that letter. "But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all" (Philippians 2:17). Jesus said; "Your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you" (John 16:22). And we are simply told; "Be joyful always" (1 Thessalonians 5:16).

 

John Piper said' "Christian Hedonism breeds an utter dependence on the sovereignty of God. It teaches us to hear the command, "Delight yourself in the LORD," and then to pray with Saint Augustine, "Command what you wish, but give what you command." Friends, join me in that prayer ..... for God promises He will fill us with joy in His presence, with eternal pleasures at His right hand!  I don't know about you, but I want that!  

     
  We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon) 
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