Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture: "You also in helping us through your prayers, that thanks may be given by many on our 
                                        behalf for the favor bestowed upon us through the prayers of many" (2 Corinthians 1:11).
 

How Important is Prayer: “If your faith in Christ doesn't lead you to pray, then have nothing to do with it: get rid of 
                                             God help you to begin again."   (Charles Spurgeon). 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"These Are The Times That Try Men’s Souls!"
 

Towards the end of last year I received a few emails about difficult situations and troubling times. They did not take me by surprise but they did get me get me thinking ..... then praying! 
 

As the saying goes, "These are the times that try men's souls." If for you, they haven't been, they will soon! Jesus promised. Whether we see in John 16:33 Jesus saying; "In the world you will have tribulation." Or in Acts 14:22 where Paul says; "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. Even in Matthew 6:34 we again hear Jesus remind us; "Each day has enough trouble of its own". 

 

In 2 Corinthians we find Paul telling us in chapter 1, verses 8 & 9; that he was brought to the point of "despairing even of life" so that he "would not trust in himself, but in God." A few verses earlier it tells us how the "God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God" (1:3-4). So we begin to see that God is using these troubling times. Using them for our good and His glory.

 

In Romans 5:3-5 we are even told; "we exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint". James reminds us; "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing" (1:2-4).

 

In 1 Peter 4:12-14 we're told; "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing ... If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed." We could go on but I believe you get the idea. Troubling times await. We've been forewarned. Yet God says He uses them. He uses them as part of the "all things" in Romans 8:28 when He says; "And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose."

 

Well then, what are we to do? Thomas Paine wrote his first "crisis papers" in December of 1776.  It was read to the Colonial Army at Valley Forge and it began; "These are the times that try men's souls ..." Because the soldiers then understood what they were dealing with and fighting for, and what was at stake, it spurred them on to fight harder, not give up, and ultimately, to victory.

 

Well, I believe we are in a far greater battle and war than that one. John Piper said; "Life is war. The casualties are millions, and the stakes are eternal. What we need today is not a call to simplicity, but a call to war." You see friends; these too, are the times that try men's souls.

 

Ephesians 6:12 says; "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms." Then after following verses listing the spiritual armor, we're told in vs.18; "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests." Because prayer is the power that wields the weapons in this war, and must be the very air we breathe as we press on.

 

The Puritans use to say; "God is a God of providence and prayer". After Paul was providentially brought to the point of despairing of life so he would learn not trust in himself, but in God (2 Corinthians 1:8-9), we hear him inform and make an appeal to the church at Corinth regarding their prayers saying in verse 11; "You also joining in helping us through your prayers, that thanks may be given by many on our behalf for the favor bestowed upon us through the prayers of many."

 

So we are to hear God's call and see God's purposes in troubling times, embrace what God is doing through them, and pray for God's help and for the advancement of Christ's kingdom in the midst of them. What follows is an excerpt from an email I sent my fellow missionaries at that time expressing this.

                                              ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
... It is a time for boldness. Boldness in our speech, boldness in our actions, and boldness in our praying! That's why I've included the attachment I have. That's the spirit we need. That's the spirit that's required. Anything less will not enable us, by God's grace, to make a decisive difference. Now more than ever, it is time to keep an eternal perspective!

 

When I was there I spoke of William Carey, "the father of modern missions". Here is an excerpt from the message he gave (the chief part) that was published in 1792 and sparked the modern missions movement. One historian referred to what followed as "the great century." Hundreds and hundreds of the brightest and best youth were loaded onto ships and sent all over the world, often to their death.

 

Carey said; "A Christian minister (meaning a missionary or anyone who carries the Gospel) is in a peculiar sense not his own. He is a servant of God and therefore ought to be wholly devoted to Him. By entering on that sacred office he solemnly undertakes to be always engaged as much as possible in the Lord's work and not to choose his own pleasure or employment or pursue the ministry as something that is to sub-serve his own ends or interests."

 

"He engages to go where God pleases and to do or endure what He sees fit to command or call him to do in the exercise of His function. He virtually bids farewell to friends, pleasures, and comforts and stands in readiness to endure the greatest sufferings of the work of His Lord and Master."

 

"It is inconsistent for ministers to please themselves with thoughts of a numerous auditory, cordial friends, civilized country, legal protection, and affluent splendor or even competency. The slights and hatred of men, and even pretended friends, gloomy prison and tortures, a society of barbarians of uncouth speech, miserable accommodations and wretched wilderness, hunger and thirst, nakedness, weariness and painfulness, hard work and but little worldly encouragement would rather be the objects of their expectations. Thus the apostles acted in the primitive times and endured hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ."

 

"And though we live in a civilized country (England) where Christianity is protected by law, are we not called to suffer these things while so many are perishing, without means of grace in their land? Sure I am that it is entirely contrary to the spirit of the Gospel for its ministers to enter upon it from interested motives or with great worldly expectations. On the contrary, the commission is a sufficient call to them to venture all, and like the primitive Christians, go everywhere, preaching the Gospel!"

 

It was because of those things being said, then lived out by the generations that have gone before us, that we can say; "We have heard the joyful sound that Jesus saves and He has saved us. How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news." 

 

The battle awaits out your front door this day. Pray the Lord gives you boldness! Pray for one another! Pray the Gospel goes forth reaching and changing lives and saving souls. Never quit or compromise. And always remember with Christ, you are never outnumbered. With Jesus Christ on your side, you are always a majority! Now, live as though He died yesterday, rose today, and is coming back tomorrow!

                                            -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Friends, remember when you face each day's trouble, God's mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). Do what the writer of Hebrew tells us in 4:16; "Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy." Receive that mercy to meet those problems. Pray! Remember too, Jesus may have said in John 16:33; "In the world you will have tribulation," but He went on to say; "but take courage; I have overcome the world." We're on the winning side!

 

                                                                          See you on the front lines,  

                                                             Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon)
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