Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture: " He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
                                         with Him also freely give us all things?"  (Roman 8:32).
 

How Important is Prayer: “Romans 8:32 is the master argument in prayer. If we understand its force we shall not be 
                                             afraid of asking too much"    (Charles Spurgeon). 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
" Whose Reality?"
 

Last year I was unable to attend the fall staff conference of the missions organization I work with, International Messengers, in Hungary because of work I was doing in the states. Shortly after it took place I heard how wonderful the conference was from some of the missionaries, along with how discouraging for some it had already become shortly after they went back to the country they were serving in, and in their words "reality hit again".
 

Has that ever happened to you? Do you ever get discouraged when you look around at the "reality" of the situation you are in? I have to confess, I know there are times I do. Yet, at those times I remember something I wrote back to the missionaries. Something Francis Schaeffer used to say. When I first heard it, it got me thinking ..... then praying!  What follows is what I learned and then shared with my fellow missionaries --- and I believe applies to us all.

  _________________________________________________________________________

 

Francis Schaeffer use to say it is only God's reality that is "real reality". And only God's truth is "true truth". Our real problem is that "real reality has not hit". On the contrary, it is the deceit of Satan and the World that has hit --- and even the sin in our own flesh.

 

The real reality is that God is working in that place where you're at, whether you can see it or not. God's promises are true and if we would just take Him at His word, believe, then plead those promises for Him to work, by His power, for the advancement of His kingdom, for His glory, we would see greater things!

 

God's word tells us in Psalm 24:1; The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. In Matthew 28:18 Jesus said; "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth." That's why He could then tell us in the next verse, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations..." Because behind it all, it is none other than this same Jesus who has promised, "I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it."  Finally, we're even assured; For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14). All I can say is, wow!

 

I tell you, I know of nothing more comforting or encouraging than knowing the real reality is God is in control. God is at work 

bringing about His purposes in this world, and He dignifies us as image bearers of His by allowing and sovereignly decreeing we would be co-laborers with Him. That's precisely why Paul's words become so moving and timely in 1 Corinthians 15:58; Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

 

Corrie Ten Boom at the age of 82, after living a remarkable life in the service and for the glory of Christ, said in an address she gave in 1974 at Wheaton College something we need to hear now. She said; "We must realize, I believe, in these times that we are standing on the front line of a terrific battle between darkness and light. There is nothing in between, and this time there is no room for compromise. It is either - or. Either you belong to the Lord Jesus and you are His soldier and His representative and His ambassador, or you are not. And then you follow the devil who is very well trained in this time and mobilized. And I believe it is good that we realize what it means that we are standing on the front lines, and we have never to fear that God's logistics are not perfect enough. We have everything we need to be strong people, strong representatives in this very dark world."

 

"Who is it that in this world will overcome? He that believes that Jesus is the Son of God. And that you do. That means that there is a very sick, suffering world to overcome, and you will overcome. I once read a story. It was of the return of the Lord to heaven. The angels gave Him a fantastic welcome, and then gathered around Him, full of questions about His death, His resurrection, and His ascension.

"What is it all about?" the angels asked.

"The redemption of the world," Jesus said.

"But you have come back here. How will the world know about it?"

"I have trained my men," Jesus said.

"To evangelize the whole world?"

"Yes, indeed, every corner of it."

"How many men did you train for such a mammoth task?"

"A handful."

"A handful? But what if they fail?"

"If they fail, I have made no other plans," Jesus said.

"Is that not a great risk to take?"

"No," Jesus said, "they will not fail."

 

"We will not fail", Corrie Ten Boom added. "You and I stand on victory ground, because those who are with us are far stronger than those who are against us. And outside is a mighty High priest."

 

I might also add; No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37). And; If God did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32)

 

Friends, this is the time to think big, and pray bold!  The enemy knows his days are numbered. Expect great things from God and attempt great things for God!  And go in the strength and knowledge that we serve a victorious King and a victorious Gospel ..... and that is the real reality!
                                         We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
                                                             Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                             (Charles Spurgeon)
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