Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture: "For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so 
                                        through Him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God (2 Corinthians 1:20).  
 

How Important is Prayer:”The condition of the church may well be very accurately gauged by its prayer meetings. So

                                        is the prayer meeting a grace-ometer, and from it we may judge of the amount of divine

                                        working among a people. If God be near a Church, it must pray. And if He be not there, one

                                        of the first tokens of His absence will be slothfulness in prayer!"  (Charles Spurgeon)
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"Somebody Give Me An AMEN!"
  

Friends, are we really living in the fullest enjoyment of God's YES to all His promises - or do we even believe He meant them? It says in the first part of 2 Corinthians 1:20, "For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ". That has to be one of the most amazing and wonderful statements in of all of God's word. It is to me.

 

But what does the "Amen" really mean in the second part of that verse that goes onto say, "And so through Him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God". Recently when reading something by Dr. John Piper, I ran across his explanation. I have to tell you not only did it give me great delight, but it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

John Piper begins by saying; "The place where the past and future are linked repeatedly in our lives is prayer."  Then he goes on to state "the magnificent meaning of Amen."  He takes the second part of 2 Corinthians 1:20 and restates in easier to understand terms, "Therefore, because of Christ, we say Amen to God in our prayers to show that God gets the glory for the future grace we are counting on."  What follows next is a brief part of his wonderful explanation of the meaning of "Amen".

 

"'Amen" is a word taken straight over into Greek from Hebrew without any translation, just like it has come into English and most other languages without any translation. In Hebrew it was a very strong affirmation - a formal, solemn, earnest "I agree," or "I affirm what you just said," or "This is true." Most simply "Amen" means a very earnest Yes in the context of addressing God."

 

"Now notice the connection between the two halves of verse 20. The first half says, "All the promises of God find their Yes in him!" (RSV). The second half says, "That is why we utter the Amen through him, to the glory of God" (RSV). When you realize that "Amen" and "Yes" mean the same thing, here's what the verse says: In Jesus Christ God says Yes to us through his promises; and in Christ we say our Yes to God through prayer."

 

"This implies four crucial things for our faith in future grace that we express in prayer."

 

(1) All Prayer Seeks God's Yes Through Jesus

"First, our prayer goes to God through Jesus. Paul says, "through him is our Amen." God's Yes comes to us in Christ. Therefore prayer goes to God through Christ. Prayer goes where the Yes is: in Christ. Everybody wants to hear a Yes when they pray, and that is what we hear in Christ, and nowhere else."

 

(2) The Giver Of Grace Gets The Glory

"Second, we see that prayer is for God's glory. Paul says that when we pray through Christ "our Amen [is] to the glory of God." "Amen" is the great affirmation that God is the bountiful Giver and I am the needy receiver. Amen affirms God's inexhaustible future grace to respond to our need in the very best way for his glory and for our good. Prayer has the wonderful capacity to highlight our emptiness and God's fullness at the same time. It is wonderfully suited to express our inadequacy and God's all-sufficiency."

 

(3) Prayer Goes To The Bank Called Future Grace

"Third, we see that prayer is a response to promises, that is, to the assurances of future grace. Prayer is not hoping in the dark that there might be a God of good intentions out there. Prayer goes to the bank every day and draws on promises for the future grace needed for that day."

 

"Don't miss the connection between the two halves of this great verse. Notice the "therefore." All the promises of God are Yes in Christ. Therefore we pray Amen through him, to God's glory. To make sure we see it, let's turn the two halves around: When we pray, we say Amen to all his promises in Christ. Prayer is the confident plea for God to make good on his promises for Christ's sake."

 

(4) "Amen" Is Our Yes To Future Grace

"Which leads to the final point: "Amen" is a full and precious word in times of prayer. It doesn't mean primarily, "Yes, I have now said all this prayer." It means primarily, "Yes, God has made all these promises." Amen means, "Yes, Lord, you can do it." It means, "Yes, Lord, you are powerful. Yes, Lord, you are wise. Yes, Lord, you are merciful. "Amen" is an exclamation point of hope after a prayer for help." 

 

In Jesus' Name, Amen

"When we come to the end of our prayers and say the simple words, "In Jesus' name, Amen," we are really saying two Amen's. When we say, "In Jesus' name,'  that is God's Amen to us. All his promises are Amen in Jesus: Jesus Christ is God's Yes and Amen at the end of our prayers. Then when we say, "Amen," this is our Yes and Amen back to God for his."

 

Forsaking The No, Maybe And Not-Now For Yes 

"This brings us back to our earlier question: Are we living in the fullest enjoyment of God's Yes to us in Christ Jesus? Or to put it another way: Have we said yes to all of God's Yes to us?  Or are we answering God's Yes to us with a No or Maybe or Not Now?"

 

Finally, Piper says, "Every sinner who comes to God in Christ, with all his needs, finds God coming to him in Christ, with all his promises. When a sinful person meets the holy God in Christ what he hears is Yes. God, do you love me? Yes. Will you forgive me? Yes. Will you accept, me? Yes. Will you help me change? Yes. Will you give me power to serve you? Yes. Will you keep me? Yes. Will you show me your glory? Yes"
 

To that friends all I can say is; "Quick, somebody give me an Amen."
 
 

And all God's people said, "Amen!"
 Ed D. Kleiman  
                                                                                             (Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S."It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think.” 
                                                                                                                                                (Charles Spurgeon)
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