  Something To Think & PRAY About!
  

In Scripture: "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."

                                                                                                              (Psalm 50:15)
How Important is Prayer: "Remember that omnipotence has servants everywhere" (Charles Spurgeon).
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

How to Glorify God this Christmas (and always)!
 

As we approach Christmas this year and begin planning our celebrations, this might be a good time to also think how might we bring glory to this Christ-child, God-man, our beloved risen Lord and Savior Jesus. But I know that many of you also find yourself facing unexpected trouble, or difficulties or uncertainties now, or maybe even it's a time of mourning. You find yourself saying; "Why would God allow this? How can you possibly be expected to think about bringing Him glory at a time like this?"
 

There is an answer to both questions and it is the same answer for each one. As you might have guessed, the answer is to be found in the scriptures. You see, when we look at how the bible talks about trials, tribulations, and trouble we see something very different from the way the world, and sometime we think about them.
 

Jesus Christ comes to us dressed in the robes of scripture - all scripture. He's there in all of it and in all of our lives. When we see Him in the midst of it all, and how He sovereignly rules in our lives, we see that in fact, many of our greatest victories in life come in the midst of our trials. They are our greatest of victories because they also bring God the greatest glory.
 

Sometime ago I read something by Charles Spurgeon that helped explain this. It got me thinking differently. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Consider the profound and life changing words of Psalm 50:15; "Call upon Me, in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me." Look at that verse again, and hear the words of Charles Spurgeon; "I want you to notice with care the persons mentioned in the first clause of the text. You do not see yourself; you only hear of yourself. It is "Call upon me." God is there. There is no direct mention of you; you are hidden; you are such a poor, broken, down, dispirited creature that all you can do is to utter a cry and lie in the dust. There stands the mighty God, and you call upon Him."
 

"Now, look at the next clause, "I will deliver you." Here are two persons: the Lord stands first, the Ever Glorious and Blessed, "I," and far down there are you. "I will deliver you," poor, humble, but grateful "you." Thus we see the Lord unites with His poor servant, and the link is deliverance."

 

"When you come to the third clause, do you see where you are? You are placed first, for the Lord now calls you into action -- "you shall glorify Me." What a wonderful thing it is! For God to put glory upon us is easy enough, but for us to put glory upon Him, this is a miracle of condescension on the part of our God. "You shall glorify Me."'

 

"'But" says one in this place, "I do love the lord, but I cannot glorify Him. I wish I could preach, I wish I could write sweet hymns, I wish I had a clear voice with which to sing out the Redeemer's praises, but I have no gifts or talents, and therefore I shall never be able to glorify Him." Listen: you will be cast into trouble one of these days, and when you are in trouble you will find out how to glorify Him. Your extremity will be your opportunity. Like a lamp which shines not by day, you will blaze up in the dark. When the day of trouble has come, you will cry, "Lord, I could not do anything for You, but You can do everything for me. I am nothing, but Lord, in my nothingness, I, poor I, do trust You, and fling myself upon You." Then you shall find that you have glorified Him by your faith." 

 

"I think you might almost be content to have the trouble, might you not? It seems as if you could not glorify Him anyway else, and to glorify Him is the main object of your existence. Some Christians would scarcely have brought any glory to God if they had not been led by paths of sorrow, and made to wade through seas of grief. God gets very little glory out of many professors, and He would have still less if they had been allowed to rust their souls away in comfort."

 

"The brightest of the saints owe much of their clearness to the fire and the file. It is by the sharp needle of sorrow that we are embroidered with the praise of the Lord. We must be tried that the Lord may be glorified. We cannot call upon Him in the day of trouble if we have no such day; and He cannot deliver us if we have no trouble to be delivered from; and we cannot glorify Him if we are not made to see the danger and the need in which He displays His love."
 

Friends, let's bring glory to Christ this Christmas. Spurgeon said elsewhere; "There is nothing Christ dislikes more than for His people to make a show-thing of Him and not use Him."  If you find yourself in a trial or in the midst of trouble this Christmas, take heart. And if you don't, don't worry, your time is coming. This Christmas, and always, don't make Christ a show-thing. Use Him! Call upon Him in prayer! That's what He wants because only then does He truly get the glory He so rightly deserves! Remember, He Himself says; "Call upon Me, in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."
 

For myself, I leave you with the final words of Spurgeon on this text; "Pray also that Christ may abide with me, and with all my brethren in the ministry; and may we all in yonder world of rest, glorify Him who will then have delivered us completely from all evil, to Whom be glory forever. Amen."

 

Merry Christmas, and until then, I am and always shall be;

 

Consumed and compelled by Christ's love,

                                                            Ed D. Kleiman
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think”. 

                                                                                                                                                              (Charles Spurgeon)
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