  SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

In Scripture: "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him." (Hebrews 11:6)
How Important is Prayer: "I live in the spirit of prayer. I pray as I walk, when I lie down, and when I arise. The 
answers are always coming. Thousands and ten thousands of times have my prayers been answered. When once I am persuaded a thing is right, I go on praying for it until the answer comes."     (George Muller)
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

How Important Is It To You?
Do you think God ever takes that into account when you pray? Do you think He might ever say, "Do you really mean it?" Or, "How important is it to you? What are you willing to do?"  I do. I know it for a fact. I know it first hand, and I believe Alexander Whyte also knew it.
 

Alexander Whyte (1836 - 1921) was by general consent the greatest Scottish preacher of his day. When reading an incident he wrote about that took place in his life, I was at first shaken and challenged. Then, it got me thinking ..... then praying!  
 

Alexander Whyte said, "A dear friend of mine was sick and was seemingly nigh unto death. I was much in prayer for him that he might be spared to his family and to his friends and to his great work. One night as I was in intercessory prayer a voice suddenly spoke and said to me, "Are you in real earnest in what you ask? Or are you uttering, as usual, so many of your idle words in this solemn matter? Now to prove the sincerity and the integrity of your love for your friend, and to seal the truth of what you say about the value of his life, will you give Me and yourself a solid proof that you are in real earnest in what you say?"'
 

'"What is the proof?" I asked, all trembling and without looking up."
 

"The voice said, "'Will you consent to transfer to your sick friend the half of your remaining years? Suppose you have two more years to live and work for yourself. Will you give over one of them to your friend? Or if you have ten years yet before you, will you let your friend have five of them?'"
 

"I sprang to my feet in a torrent of sweat. It was a kind of garden of Gethsemane to me. But, like Gethsemane, I got strength to say, "'Let it be as Thou hast said. Thy will be done. Not my will but Thine be done.'" I lay down that never-to-be-forgotten night with a clean heart and a good conscience as never before, both toward God and toward my much-talented friend."
 

"How the matter is to end, I know not. How the case is to work out, I cannot tell. Enough for me and for you that my story is true and is no idle tale."
 

It is also enough for me, like Alexander Whyte, to be faced with the understanding that unless we are in absolute earnestness about what we ask for, there will be times when we come with a request to God, and He will simply say, "How important is it to you? What are you willing to do?"
 

      Seeking God's grace & strength to be earnest, then praying and living accordingly,
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                              (Charles Spurgeon)
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