 Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
        In Scripture: "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands" (Psalm 19:1).      
 

  How Important is Prayer:"I can take my telescope and look millions of miles into space; but I can go away to my room, 
                                       and in prayer, get nearer to God and heaven than I can when assisted by all of the telescopes
                                       in the world"  (Sir Isaac Newton).
        _______________________________________________________________________________________
 

Science Has Challenged My Faith!
It's finally happened. Science and men of science have finally challenged my faith!  Recently when reading a story about a famous British physicist and chemist, Michael Faraday, I began seeing the world and God differently. Not only that, but it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Michael Faraday (1791-1867) was one of the most prominent scientists of the 19th century. He discovered the phenomenon known as electromagnetic induction and the laws of electrolysis. His discovery of electromagnetic induction contributed to the development of Maxwell's equations, and led to the invention of the electric generator. Faraday's earlier work in chemistry also included the discovery of benzene (Encarta Encyclopedia 2000).
 

But some people knew another side of this great man of science. A never to be forgotten story is told of when a crowded gathering of distinguished scientists had been listening intently to the enthralling speech given by acclaimed scientist, Michael Faraday. For an hour he held his brilliant audience spellbound as he demonstrated the nature and properties of the magnet. He brought his lecture to a close with an experiment so novel, so bewildering, and so triumphant, that for some time after he resumed his seat, the house rocked with enthusiastic applause.
 

Then the Prince of Wales stood to propose a motion of congratulations to Faraday. The resolution was easily seconded and passed with renewed thunders of applause. But the uproar was succeeded by a strange silence. The crowd of scientists waited for Faraday's reply but the lecturer had vanished!  What had become of him?  Only two or three of his most intimate friends knew of his secret departure.
 

They knew that the great chemist was something more than a great chemist; he was a strong Christian. Michael Faraday served as an elder in a small church nearby that never boasted more than twenty members. The hour at which Faraday concluded his lecture was the hour of the midweek prayer meeting --- a meeting that Faraday never neglected. And under cover of the cheering applause, the great chemist had slipped out of the crowded hall and hurried off to the little meetinghouse. 
 

Should science ever challenge our faith? Absolutely!  What is science if not the discovery of laws that God has set in motion. I believe science should even challenge our praying. The great man of science, George Washington Carver, simply asked in prayer, "Mr. Creator, why did You create the peanut?"  From the answer to that simple prayer came knowledge that influenced the development of a host of modern conveniences including printer's ink, salad oil, instant coffee, and paints.
 

As Francis Schaeffer use to say, "All truth, is God's truth."  And knowledge is the ladder by which faith climbs higher, the springboard by which it leaps further. So since this knowledge is known by God, let us continue to seek God first. Then science will have challenged our faith so we too can say along with George Washington Carver, "God is going to reveal to us things He never revealed before, if we put our hands in His."
 

"Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know" (Jeremiah 33:3).
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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