 Something To Think & PRAY About!
                In Scripture:  "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful" (Colossians 4:2).
 

How Important is Prayer:“You can do more than pray, after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until 
                                         you have prayed"   (John Bunyon).
                  

        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Help - The World Has Been Invaded!
No, I haven't gone off the deep end. But please remember those words. You will need them for yourself, your loved ones, the Church, and they will even prove helpful as we think and pray about the persecution of Christians throughout the world in the weeks, months, and year to come.

 

Let me get right to the point. Help - The World Has Been Invaded!  I know I need to remember those words, and no matter who you are, one day soon, you will too.

 

In my Wednesday lunchtime prayer group, besides praying for our country, we've also prayed for the Christians who are being persecuted throughout the world, and for those who are beginning to (in very subtle ways) in this country. I was reminded of something I read that was said in a Memorial Service for martyred missionaries in West Iran, a number of years ago. Oh I tell you, for many different reasons, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Don Richardson in that service gave the following insightful explanation for the hatred and abuse that has been and will continue to be heaped upon the loving ministries of the Christian. "We may well ask, why is it that people who are loyal to Jesus Christ, who endeavor to be as He was, holy, harmless, undefiled - people whose desire is to live and teach the ethic of Heaven itself - why should they be, in every age, the objects of such furious hatred?"

 

"There are, perhaps, many reasons. I will name what I believe is the main one. The ungodly of this world persecute the body of Christ because they instinctively recognize that body as the vanguard of an invasion from another world, a world diametrically opposed to this one. The ungodly are fighting to hold this planet against this invasion, even though it is an invasion by the greatest love and goodness that ever was. The ungodly want to keep this planet a place where they can practice independent meaning in rebellion against God, even though the penalty for that rebellion is death itself, and so they resent every encroachment from that other world where the rule is that men practice dependent meaning in submission to God."

 

"Some imaginative men have speculated about the possibility that this world may some day be invaded from outside itself. Little do they realize that an invasion of this world occurred two thousand years ago, an invasion far more subtle, far more sophisticated, far more certain of success than anything that the wildest flight of man's imagination could conceive. The incarnation of Jesus Christ was that invasion and He is still carrying on His conquest, not by bringing in armies to suppress the earth, but by transforming His enemies into citizens of His kingdom through His Gospel."

 

Friends, I was once one of those enemies, as were you. Yet I was pursued and subdued by Christ's divine love, and transformed by His Gospel. Jesus is continuing His plan to redeem all of creation. He rules and reigns even now. This is our great encouragement to follow His command to pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1). Oh regardless of whatever we may face, we must continue to reach out to a hurting and dieing world. We must continue to show the love of God, and continue to proclaim the "Good News" no matter what the world may do. Because ever since the birth of Christ ..... there's not only hope, but Help - because The World Has Been Invaded!
 

Fighting the good fight of faith while waiting for the final invasion, and the King's return,

Ed D. Kleiman  
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
 P.S."It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think”."
                                                                                                                                                     (Charles Spurgeon)
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