Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture: "Whom have I in heaven but You? And earth has nothing I desire besides You" (Psalm 73:25)

 

How Important is Prayer:"Christ went more readily to the cross, than we do to the throne of grace" (Thomas Watson)
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"Where should I look for help?"
                                          (Part 1)

British preacher and pastor, Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-92) has probably had more influence on modern pastors & preachers than any other in history. No preacher in modern history has had his sermons so widely printed, distributed, read, and blessed of God.
 

He is referred to as "The Prince of Preachers", yet what has most impacted me (besides his limitless love for the Savior) was the importance he placed on a simple trust and sincere faith in Christ, demonstrated through prayer. Sometime ago, while reading a sermon he gave on Mark 11:24, it got me thinking ..... then praying! 
 

Next time, from this same sermon of Spurgeon's, we'll look at "the essential qualities necessary to any great success in prevalence in prayer."  But now we first begin with:
   
Where you should look
 

Spurgeon said; "I want you to look into your private prayers. It may be that the hinges to your prayer doors are rusted, but they do open and shut at their appointed times. Perhaps the doors are locked and cobwebbed. Or perhaps you do not neglect prayer itself, but what a tale the walls might tell!  'Oh!'  the walls cry out. 'We have heard you when you have been in such a rush that you could hardly spend two minutes with your God. We have heard you come and spend ten minutes and not ask for anything, at least your heart did not ask. The lips moved, but the heart was silent. We have heard you groan out your soul, but we have seen you go away distrustful, not believing your prayer was heard, quoting the promise, but not thinking God would fulfill it'. Surely the walls might come together and fall down upon us because we have so often insulted God with our unbelief, or hurry, and with all manner of sins. We have insulted Him, even at His mercy seat, on the spot where His condescension is most fully manifested. Is it not so with you? Must we not each confess it in our own turn?  See to it, then, that an amendment be made, and God make you more mighty and more successful in your prayers than before."
 

"Look upward, and let us weep. O God, You have given us a mighty weapon, and we have permitted it to rust. You have given us that which is as mighty as Yourself, and we have let that power lie dormant. Would it not be a crime if a man were given an eye that he would not open or a hand that he would not lift up?  And what must we say of ourselves when God has given us power in prayer - matchless power, full of blessedness to ourselves, and of unnumbered mercies to others - and yet that power lies still. Oh, if the universe was as still as we are, where should we be?  Oh God, You give light to the sun, and it shines with it. You give light even to the stars, and they twinkle. To the winds You give force, and they blow.  And to the air, You give life, and it moves, and men breathe it in. But to your people You have given a gift that is better than force and life and light, and yet we permit it to lie still. We almost forget that we wield the power, seldom exercising it, though it would be blessed to countless persons. Weep, believer.  We have been defeated and our banners trail in the dust because we have not prayed. Go back to your God and confess before Him, that you were armed and carried bows, but turned your back in the day of battle. Go to your God and tell Him that if souls are not saved, it is not because He has not power to save, but because you have never travailed for perishing sinners. Your spirit has never been moved. Wake up, wake up, and be astonished: you have neglected prayer."
 

"Once more, look up and rejoice. Though you have sinned against Him, He loves you still. You have not sought His face, but behold He cries to you still: 'Seek My face.' He does not say, 'Seek Me in vain.'  You may not have gone to the fountain, but the fountain flows as freely as before. You have not drawn near to God, but God waits to be gracious still and is ready to 
hear! There is always an open ear if you have an open mouth. There is always a ready hand if you have a ready heart. You have but to cry and the Lord hears; nay, before you call, He will answer, and while you are speaking, He will hear. Go to Him 
at any time and wherever you are, lifting up your heart. And whatever your petition or request may be, ask it in Jesus' name, and it shall be done unto you."
                                                                                                                                       

"Yet, again, look up and change your prayers from this time forth. Look on prayer no longer as a romantic fiction or tedious duty. Look at it as a real power, as a real pleasure. I believe there have been many great engineers who have designed and constructed some of the most wonderful of human works, not because they would be compensated, but simply from the love of showing their own power to accomplish wonders. And shall the great Engineer attempt great works and display His power, giving you a mightier power than ever was wielded by any man apart from his God, and will you let that be still?  Rather, think of some great object and strain the muscles of your supplication for it. Let every vein of your heart be full to the brim with the rich blood of desire, and struggle and wrestle and strive with God for it, using the promises and pleading the attributes of God, and see if God does not give you your heart's desire.  I challenge you to exceed in prayer.  I throw down the gauntlet to you. Believe Him to be more than He is. Open your mouth so wide that He cannot fill it. Go to Him now for more faith than the promise warrants.  Venture it, risk it, outdo the Eternal if it be possible. Or to put it simply, take your petition and needs and see if He does not honor you. See if through believing Him, He does not fulfill the promise and richly bless you with the anointing oil of His Spirit by which you will be strong in prayer. He will hear you, and you shall yet pray as prevailing princes.  And one day you shall stand as more than a conqueror before the starry throne of Him who ever reigns as God over all, blessed forevermore." 
 

Oh friends, remember, look up .................... and pray! 
 

            We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 

Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S."It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)                                                                                                                                                 
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