Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                 In Scripture:                        "Pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
 

How Important is Prayer:Charles Hodge, pioneer Presbyterian minister, said: "I think that in my childhood, I came 
                                       nearer the apostolic injunction, 'Pray without ceasing,' than in any other period of my life 

                                     (1 Thess. 5:17). As far back as I can remember, I had the habit of thanking God for 
                                       everything I received, and asking Him for everything I wanted. If I lost a book or any of my 
                                       playthings, I prayed that I might find it. I prayed walking along the streets, in school and out 
                                       of school, whether playing or studying. I did not do this in obedience to any prescribed rule.                                        It seemed natural. I thought of God as everywhere present, full of kindness and love, and He 
                                       would not be offended if His  children talked to Him."
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"How should I ask for help?"
(Part 2)
 

Charles Spurgeon was used by God to bring revival to England, and was the human instrument used in the salvation of countless people all over the world, not only during his life, but through his printed sermons even up to the present. 
 

Though there have been few blessed of God with such a consuming love for their Savior, great oratory skills, thorough understanding of God's Word, and passion for the lost like Spurgeon, it was his simple understanding that he had a good, kind, and gracious Father to go to and a wonderful and precious Savior, and that if he would just do as he was commanded and pray, he would be used to bless others through the working of the Holy Spirit in innumerable and inconceivable ways.
 

It was a message he gave on August 12, 1860 titled, "True Prayer - True Power!" that more than any other, got me thinking ..... then praying! 
 

The text was Mark 11:24; "Therefore I say unto you, what things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive and ye shall have them." Last time we saw from that message "where should we look?" Now from that same message and same text we see, 
      How you should ask
 

Charles Spurgeon said; "This verse has something to do with the faith of miracles. But I think it has far more reference to the miracle of faith. If you study the verse carefully, I think you will perceive the essential qualities necessary to any great success in prevalence in prayer."
 

1. "According to our Savior's description of prayer, there should always be some definite objects for which we plead. He speaks of things: '... what things so ever ye desire.'  Do you not fall on your knees without thinking what you mean to ask God for?"
 

"We would never consider going into the presence of the Queen of England and then try to think of some petition after we came there. Even so with a child of God, who should be able to answer the great question, 'What is your request, and it shall be done for you?'"
 

"If you had some object in mind, you would never find prayer to be dull and tedious. I am persuaded that you would long for it. You would find it more helpful to your prayers if you have some objects at which you aim as well as some persons whom you mention. Do not merely plead with God for sinners in general, but always mention some in particular. Be simple and direct in your pleadings with God."
 

"Do we love Christ so much that we have no need to pray that we may love Him more?  Have we so much faith that we have ceased to cry, 'Lord, increase it?'  And if you are without a desire, you have only to ask the first Christian that you meet, and he will tell you of one. Ask that the Lord would send help to some minister who has been laboring in vain and spending his 

strength for so little. When you have finished praying for yourself, plead for others, and if you run out of individuals, look to the huge Sodoms and Gomorrahs that lie around you.
 

2. Along with a definite object for prayer, it is equally necessary that there should be an earnest desire for its attainment. 'Cold prayer,' says an old divine, 'asks for denial.'  When we ask the Lord without passion, we actually stop His hand and restrain Him from giving us the very blessing we pretend that we are seeking. When you have your object in your eye, your soul must be so possessed with the value of that object, with your own excessive need for it, with the danger that you will be in unless that object should be granted, that you will be compelled to plead as a man pleads for his life. Feeling that the thing we ask for cannot be wrong and that He has promised it, we have resolved it must be given, and if not given, we will plead the promise again and again, till heaven's gates shall shake before our pleas shall cease. Oh, those cold-hearted prayers that die upon the lips - those frozen supplications. They do not move men's hearts; how should they move God's heart?  We must be earnest. Otherwise, we have no right to hope that the Lord will hear our prayer."
 

"To comprehend the greatness of the Being before whom we plead, it would restrain all lightness and constrain an unceasing earnestness in prayer. Should I come into Your presence, O my God, and mock You with cold-hearted words? Do the angels veil their faces before You? Shall I be content to chatter through a form of prayer with no soul and no heart? We little know how many of our prayers are an abomination to the Lord. Has not that which is heaven's greatest blessing to man become to us a dry, dead duty?"
 

3. "A definite object and earnest desire in prayer would not avail if they were not mixed with the still more essential and divine quality - namely, a firm faith in God. Do you believe in the power of prayer? There are many Christians who do not. They believe that prayer is a good thing, and they believe that it sometimes does wonders, but they do not think that prayer - real prayer - is always successful. My own soul's conviction is that prayer is the grandest power in the entire universe. It has more omnipotent force than any other force known to mankind. Prayer has as true, as real, as invaluable an influence over the entire universe as any of the laws of matter. When a man really prays, it is not a question of whether God will hear him or not: He must hear him - not because there is any compulsion in the prayer, but because there is a sweet and blessed compulsion in the promise. God has promised to hear prayer, and He cannot deny Himself."
 

"Do not say, 'How can my prayers affect the decrees of God?'  They cannot, except to the degree that your prayers are decrees, and that as they come out, every prayer that is inspired of the Holy Ghost in your soul is as omnipotent and as eternal as that decree which said, 'Let there be light: and there was light' (Genesis 1:3)."
 

"'But we must believe prayer to be what it is, or else it is not what it should be. Unless I believe my prayer to be effectual, it should not be, for it will depend on a great extent to my faith. God may give me the mercy even when I have no faith. Such is His own sovereign grace. But He has not promised to do it. But when I have faith and can plead the promise with earnest desire, it is no longer a probability as to whether I shall get the blessing or whether my will shall be done. Unless the Eternal will swerve from His word, unless the oath that He has given shall be revoked and He shall cease to be what He is, 'We know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.'"
 

4. "And now to mount one step higher. Together with definite objects, fervent desires, and strong faith in the power of prayer, there should be mingled a realizing expectation."
 

"I believe there is as much reality in a Christian's prayer as in a lightning flash, and the usefulness and excellency of the prayer of a Christian may be just as sensibly known as the power of the lightning flash when it strikes a tree, breaking off branches and splitting it to the very root. But we need always believe this. We need a realizing assurance in prayer, counting over the mercies before they arrive!  We need to be sure that they are coming and to act as if we have them!  Do not learn the language of prayer, but seek the spirit of prayer, and God almighty bless you and make you more mighty in your supplications."
 

"I bear my own testimony that I have never yet trusted Him and found Him to fail me. I have trusted men and have been deceived, but my God has never once denied the request I have made to Him when I have backed up the request with the sure belief in His willingness to hear and the assurance of His promise."
 

"'But I hear someone say, 'May we pray for worldly matters?' "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God" (Philippians 4:6). Prayer is not merely for spiritual but for every day concerns. Take your smallest trials to Him. He is your household God as well as the God of the sanctuary. Be ever taking all that you have before God. Men say Mr. (George) Mueller of Bristol is enthusiastic because he will gather 700 children and believe that 

God will provide for them. Mueller acts not upon common sense but upon something higher than common sense - upon uncommon faith. Oh, that we had the uncommon faith to take God at His word! He cannot and will not permit the man who trusts Him to be ashamed or confounded."
 

Friends, suppose you don't have an uncommon faith to take God at His word yet. Then I give you this challenge; begin exercising your faith right now with the things you know you should be praying for, and add to those prayers the prayer that God would grant you a greater faith and a greater faithfulness in prayer. See if God does not open the windows of heaven and pour out more, no exceedingly more than anything you could ask or think. Then take a few moments and write me so I can rejoice with you and join with you in praising our great and mighty God who hears and answers prayer. 
 

   We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 

Ed D. Kleiman  
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S."It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon) 
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