Something To Think & PRAY About!
  
                In Scripture:         "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you" (James 4:8).

 

How Important is Prayer:" If God has given us time for secondary duties, He must have given us time for primary 
                                          ones, and to draw near to Him in prayer is a primary duty"  (Charles Spurgeon).
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"But can I really have fellowship with God?" 
(Part 3)
  

There was no one I loved and cared for like my mother. I still keep her drivers license in one of my bible cases because I taught her how to drive at the age of 71. But in 1993 at the age of 76 she suddenly died. At the time I was a non-believer, and was not prepared.

 

Immediately afterwards for the next several months, every night as I slept I would dream. In my dream I was sleeping, and as I slept in my dream, I would dream that my mother had died. Then each morning as I awoke I lay there in that drowsy twilight state, and for the next couple of minutes wrestled with; is my mother alive or is she dead? Then I realized I had only been dreaming that she had died. But then I realized, no, she did die, and I had to face that all over again each and every day.

 

Friends, Jesus Christ also died. But let us be reminded He arose and is alive ..... and we need to face that all over again each and every day. Each day we must face the reality that we have a living advocate with the Father, and He assures our prayers will be heard. And He bids us - come. Come and talk with Him. Come and ask of Him. Come and have fellowship with Him.

 

What kind of God is this? He tells us to only look to Him and be saved (Isaiah 45:22). He says to come to Him to those who are weary (and burdened by their own spiritual bankruptcy) and He will give rest (Matthew 11:28). He is truly like no other!

 

US Attorney General John Ashcroft put it this way sometime ago in comparison to Islam; "Islam is a religion in which God requires you to send your son to die for him. Christianity is a faith in which God sends His son to die for you."  Some time ago I read something by Egyptian Pastor Dr. Saleem Almahdy pertaining to prayer that was along those lines. Not only was it enlightening, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Dr. Almahdy in writing in "The Voice of the Martyrs" explains; "Prayer in Christianity means a conversation based upon a personal relationship with God, just like the relationship between a father and his son. However, this must be a mutual relationship. This is not the case with Muslims. In Islam, prayer is not an act of one who has a personal relationship with God, because according to the teachings of Islam, no one can dare have a personal relationship with Allah. Prayer in Islam is a compulsory act for everyone over the age of ten and is required by Allah. Muslims have no choice in the matter. Muslims cannot choose what they want to say to Allah, as all words are provided for them."

 

"By law Muslims must pray the same text certain times of the day (five times each day). The ritual of prayer in Islam is not designed for a two-way personal relationship, like a child who desires to talk to his father. In Christianity, the Bible teaches us that we are to pray continuously and without ceasing. If prayer is an act of fellowship, of our relationship with God, we are to continue this communication with our heavenly Father all day, every day during times of need, rejoicing, meditation, etc. Our prayers do not have to be confined to a specific number of times each day."

 

"Muslims are not allowed to pour out their hearts with individual praise or petition before Allah in prayer or to add or omit anything required from their ritual prayer in Arabic, no matter what the reason. Prayer in Christianity is pouring our hearts out before God. It includes thanksgiving, praising and worshipping God, and intercession for others."

 

Dr. Almahdy says many other enlightening things in his article, such as things that make prayers acceptable or unacceptable to Allah including: "Muslims must stand shoulder to shoulder in a straight row, because Allah will not look at crooked rows. Muslims must pray in Arabic, even if they do not speak or understand Arabic. Muslims have to follow the 

pattern of prayer in Islam precisely. Women cannot pray during their monthly cycle, as they are considered unclean. Muslims must clean themselves again if a woman or dog touches their prayer mat during their prayer time."

 

"Our God (in Christianity) told us that the acceptable prayer to Him has to come of a pure heart, by faith in Him, with humility as we abide in Him. One of the most important points in a Christian's prayer is that it must be offered to God in the mighty name of Jesus, believing that Jesus is the Son of God and the only mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 8:6, 9:15, and 12:24). Muslims do not believe that Jesus is the crucified Son of God."

 

"In Islam, prayer is a ritualistic act that must be done in order to avoid the punishment of the heavenly seated Allah, who does not care about a personal relationship with his people. Prayer in Christianity is a spiritual act that cannot be accomplished with rituals and body movements but by heartily desiring to have a deeper, personal relationship with God."

 

Egyptian Pastor Almahdy ended his article with these sincere and most important words; "Understanding these differences, let us draw near to His throne of grace, petitioning for the salvation of Muslims worldwide." 

 

Friends, God does want this intimate personal relationship and ongoing fellowship. Francis Schaeffer said; "If your sins have been forgiven (through the redemption of Christ), and the guilt removed, then you have been re-created for the purpose for which you were originally created for ... and that is to have fellowship with God."

 

Let us face the reality all over again this day and every day, it is Christ who rose from the dead and He lives. Because of that we have an advocate with the Father who makes our prayers acceptable and He says, you need never fear, draw near. Come. Come and talk with Him. Come and ask of Him. Come and have fellowship with Him. "God is faithful, through who you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Corinthians 1:9).

 

Oh friends, remember, draw near, have fellowship ....................  pray!
 

          We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 

Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think”. 
                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon) 
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