     Something To Think & PRAY About!
                In Scripture:              “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
                                                       mighty things, which you do not know" (Jeremiah 33:3).         
 

How Important is Prayer:”If you are much alone with Jesus, you will catch His spirit; you will be fired with the flame that                                           burned in His breast, & consumed His life. You will weep with the tears that fell upon Jerusalem 
                                          when He saw it perishing & shall there be about you, somewhat of the same power, which in 

        Him, thrilled the hearts & awoke the consciences of men" (Charles Spurgeon).  
            ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------              

                                                                                    "Talk to me Lord!"
 

Does God "speak" to us and direct us as we pray?  Does He give us ideas, answers, and guidance through our prayers?
 

First and foremost, God speaks through what He's already spoken - His revealed Word. Christ comes to us dressed in the robes of scripture. There is and must always be an inseparable link between praying and God's Word, and we will look at this special relationship in more detail in the future. But now the question is, does God through the Holy Spirit "speak" to us or prompt us along the way in our pilgrimage to the Celestial City or Heaven. 
 

Recently I read a wonderful true story describing just that. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

More than forty years ago, a young pastor was challenged by God to pray for two hours every night. So every night at midnight, the young man stepped into his office, closed the door and prayed. At first the time seemed to drag and he grew restless. But then he combined his prayer time with Bible reading. He also began to offer praises to God in addition to his petitions.
 

Then one evening he seemed fidgety. He had been praying for quite a while and though he felt close to God, a great sadness seemed to overtake him. "I felt uneasy, as though I had received orders but couldn't make out what they were," he said. He asked God about this uneasiness but received no answer. He then began walking around his study. On his desk lay a copy of Life magazine. He started to pick it up, then thought, No, I'm not going to fall into that trap, reading a magazine when I'm supposed to be praying. But each time he tried to pray, his attention was drawn to the magazine on his desk.
 

Finally, he opened the magazine and saw a pen drawing of seven boys who were gang members in New York City. The next thing he knew, the young pastor was in tears.
 

Though few in his small congregation understood their pastor's burden for these gang members, he knew it was from God. Now the only matter left, was whether he was going to obey God's inaudible voice. A short time later, this skinny young pastor moved to the inner city of New York City and started a work that would become Teen Challenge. The young man was David Wilkerson and many Christians have read the exciting story of how that man's two-hour commitment to prayer ultimately saved many young men from drugs and the gang life, in the now classic book, The Cross and the Switchblade.
 

Years later that same inaudible voice of God spoke again to David Wilkerson's heart. This time to start what is now known as the Times Square Church. Eight thousand people; doctors, former drug addicts and pushers, students, entertainers, ex-convicts, CEO's, the homeless, and the middle class all go to worship there, this same God that still "speaks" to His children.
 

On a personal note: I, who in my "previous life" did and sold drugs, heard God speak as well, not only to pursue the ministry He has given me now, but also to continue preaching the saving message of the Gospel to those still in that life Christ delivered me from, at Sunshine Ministries, a homeless shelter in St. Louis. Also I was also "directed" to preach twice at the Teen Challenge in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. God used that time to grant salvation to some and hope to many, of a new life through Jesus Christ.
 

Does God "speak" to us and direct us as we pray?  As we become saturated with God's Word, and sensitive to His Spirit, His invisible hand of providence moves us along, and as we pray ..... we hear His inaudible voice!
 

     We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think”. 

                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon)
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