 Something To Think & PRAY About!
           In Scripture:  "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see" (Hebrews 11:1).
 

Faith & God's Word:"Faith is the assurance that the thing which God has said in His Word is true, and that God will
                                    act according to what He has said in His Word. This assurance, this reliance on God's Word, 
                                    this confidence is FAITH."  (George Mueller). 

                  

        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

     "Let God be true, and every man a liar"(Romans 3:4).
 

Recently we discussed and discovered how God, through the "prompting of the Holy Spirit", still directs or speaks to us. But we also said that God speaks through what He's already spoken - His revealed Word. That Christ comes to us dressed in 

the robes of scripture. That there is and always must be an inseparable link between praying and God's Word.
 

Now friends, I want to admit that I may not be as theologically astute as some, or even as some of you. In fact, I like to think not only of myself as being simple, but also the Christian life as one that is simple. "But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Corinthians 11:3).
 

As I have had the opportunity to travel, I have heard many different beliefs as well as questions on the relevancy, validity, and application of all of God's Word to our lives today. First, I would like to say we are asking the wrong question. The question is not whether God's Word is relevant to our lives, but is our life relevant to God's Word. Oh, we must always start with God and His Word and then stay there. Only then will we find ourselves in a safe place.
 

Second, I ran across something recently written by Vance Havner that addresses this matter in a more insightful (and simple) way. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

He said; "The Word of God is the foundation for all our prayer, for how could we know how to ask, or for what to ask, had not God so thoughtfully given us His Word with the knowledge of His will unmistakably and clearly portrayed? His promises are the words we take to make our claim. It is little wonder then that Satan should assault the Word and seek to nullify the promises through unbelief."
 

"I started out in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. I did not know much. I have not learned a lot since, but I knew precious little in those days. However, I believed the Bible. I just took it and read it as it came. I started in Genesis and was having a great time, taking promises right and left, just like a boy picking apples off a tree in an orchard."
 

"One day I was met by one of those Bible scholars and was told that those promises were not for me, that they were for the Jew. Well, that discouraged me a little bit, but I said, 'I believe I will give it another try'."
 

"So I moved over into the New Testament and started down through Matthew, claiming promises right and left. Again, I was interrupted and duly notified that those promises were all for the Kingdom Age, not for me. I had never heard of the Kingdom Age before, but since those things were not for me, I did not want to take them."
 

"So I moved over into the Acts of the Apostles and was daring to claim some, not all, of the blessings that flowed from Pentecost. Once again I was interrupted and told that that was a transitional period, that we were not to press these promises too literally.
 

"Well, that left me, by and by, with nothing but the Epistles and Revelation, and most of Revelation was for the future. By the time I had made allowances between groups and marginal references, and tried to look at the Bible through the spectacles of a dozen disagreeing expositors, bless your heart, I was afraid to put down my foot on any verse for fear some scholar would come along like a policeman and order me off private property, and tell me, 'This verse is not for you. Get going, brother, somewhere else'."
 

"All the promises of God are yea and amen in Christ. Finally, I said, 'Lord, I have heard of a man without a country. If this thing keeps up, I am going to be a preacher without a Bible. If You will give me a verse I can stand on, I will have to hurry, because they are just about to take it away from me'."
 

"I got down to that one, 'Let God be true, but every man a liar,' and I have been standing on that one ever since!  Brother, I tell you, I believe it is all for me, and I enjoy it." 
"We need just that childlike enjoyment of the Word of God. Today we have gotten to the place where people are taking the Bible apart and then they are trying to put it back together ... There needs to be a childlike enjoyment of God's Word and a sweetheart love for Jesus."
 

Friends, I love that story because I love God's Word ..... and I love His Son, the incarnate Word, my Lord Jesus. Thank you Father for making it all so simple that even I can understand!  And thank you for saying; "For no matter how many promises God has made, they are 'Yes' in Christ."  In Jesus name, Amen. (2 Corinthians 1:20)
 

     We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ! 
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon) 
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