        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
 
In Scripture: Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you -- unless indeed you fail the test? (2 Corinthians 13:5)

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13)

How Important is the New Life in Christ: "We have so domesticated the word . . . ‘godliness’ that we scarcely can begin to comprehend what Paul means by it. Read your Bible, go to church, keep the Ten Commandments: godliness. No! That’s not godliness. Pharisees did all that. Godliness is so being ravished by God, so satisfied by God, so filled with God, so driven by Jesus’ way that you live in a way that the only explanation for your life is God raising you from the dead.” (John Piper) 

“I have seen scores of men jump into religion just as men jump into a bath, and then jump out again just as quickly.” (Charles Spurgeon) 

                                             ___________________________________________________________

       
"Are You Born Again?"
Many are finding as they study its history, that revival is largely about the recovery of the true gospel. The three great doctrines which have so often showed up in true revival are: 1) God’s sovereignty in salvation, 2) justification by grace through faith alone, and 3) regeneration with discernable fruit.

It was the preaching of regeneration (or the new birth), with an explanation of its discernable marks, that was the heart of the Great Awakening. J. C. Ryle, in writing of the eighteenth century revival preachers, said they never for a moment believed that there was any true conversion if it was not accompanied by increasing personal holiness.

Is this still true today? It appears very few are interested in discernable fruit in the life of someone before assuring them they are “saved” and on their way to heaven. It apparently matters little today how people live, or even in what they claim to believe or place their trust in after once making any type of “profession of faith”, or “decision for Christ” (whatever that’s suppose to mean). 

I’ve known of cases where after hearing someone has rejected their faith in Christ, people have still said; “Well, that person said “the prayer”, or “walked forward”, or was baptized so they cannot “lose their salvation” - even if they now claim to be an atheist with no desire of following Christ. What are we telling people?

The issue of assurance is not about whether the person prayed the right words or was sincere when they prayed, but whether or not God has given them life! Are they a new creation? And is there fruit which corresponds to that life? When John said; “These things I have written to you who believe … so that you may know you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13), we must ask, “What things?” The answer is -- the tests given in the whole of the epistle. Their assurance was to come from the evidence of a changed life. The only way to rest in our faith, is to test our faith.
Recently, rereading something by J. C. Ryle really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) began his service to the Lord as a minister of the gospel in parish churches within the Church of England, for almost forty years. He came to international prominence as preacher, Bible expositor, and author. Today he is best known for his plain writings on practical and spiritual themes, in a style deliberately used to reach ordinary people. His tracts and books sold in the millions in the late 1800s, and many have been republished in modern times.

Ryle’s successor commented, “The words of such a man acquire new force as we read them. Ryle lived near God, and God lived through him.”

Ryle wrote a little tract titled; Are You Born Again? In it he said; “Are you born again? It is not enough to reply, ‘I belong to the church; and I suppose I am.’ Thousands of nominal Christians have none of the marks and signs of being born again which the Scripture has given us.”

“Would you like to know the marks and signs of being born again? Give me your attention, and I will show them to you out of the first epistle of John.”

“First of all, John says, ‘Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;’ and again, ‘Whosoever is born of God sinneth not’.” (1 John 3:9, 5:18)

“A man born again, or regenerate, does not commit sin as a habit. He no longer sins with his heart, will, and whole inclination, as an unregenerate man does. There was probably a time when he did not think whether his actions were sinful or not, and never felt grieved after doing evil. There was no quarrel between him and sin; they were friends. Now he hates sin, flees from it, fights against it, counts it his greatest plaque, groans under the burden of its presence, mourns when he falls under its influence, and longs to be delivered from it altogether. In one word, sin no longer pleases him, nor is it even a matter of indifference; it has become the abominable thing which he hates. If he said he had no sin, there would be no truth in him, 1 John 1:8. But he can say that he cordially abhors it, and the great desire of his soul is not to commit sin at all. He cannot prevent bad thoughts arising within him, and shortcomings, omissions, and defects appearing, both in his words and actions. He knows, as James says, that ‘In many things we offend all’, James 3:2. But he can truly say, and as in the sight of God, that those things are a daily grief and sorrow to him, and that his whole nature does not consent unto them.”

“I place this mark upon you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?”

“Secondly, John says, ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God’.” (1 John 5:1)

“A man born again, or regenerate, then, believes that Jesus Christ is the only Savior by whom his soul can be pardoned; that He is the divine person appointed by God the Father for this very purpose, and that besides Him there is no Savior at all. In himself he sees nothing but unworthiness, but in Christ he sees ground for the fullest confidence, and trusting in Him he believes that for the sake of Christ’s finished work and death upon the cross, he is reckoned righteous in God’s sight, and may look forward to death and judgment without alarm. He may have fears and doubts. He may sometimes tell you he feels as if he had no faith at all. But ask him whether he is willing to trust in anything instead of Christ, and see what he will say. Ask him whether he will rest his hopes of eternal life on his own goodness, his own amendments, his prayers, his minister, or his church, and see what he will reply. Ask him whether he will give up Christ, and place his confidence in any other way of salvation. Depend on it, he would say that though he does feel weak and bad, he would not give up Christ for all the world. Depend upon it, he would say he found a preciousness in Christ, a suitableness to his own soul in Christ, that he found nowhere else, and that he must cling to Him.”

“I place this mark before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?”
“Thirdly, John says, ‘Every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him’.” (1 John 2:29)

The man born again, or regenerate, then is a holy man. He endeavors to live according to God’s will, to do the things that please God, to avoid the things that God hates. His aim and desire is to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love his neighbor as himself. His wish is to be continually looking to Christ as his example as well as his Savior, and to show himself Christ’s friend by doing whatsoever Christ commands. No doubt he is not perfect. None will tell you that sooner than himself. He groans under the burden of indwelling corruption cleaving to him. He finds an evil principle within himself, constantly warring against Grace, and trying to draw him away from God. But he does not consent to it, though he cannot prevent its presence. In spite of all shortcomings, the average bent and bias of his way is holy -- his doings are holy, his tastes holy, and his habits holy. In spite of all his swerving and turning aside, like a ship beating up against a contrary wind, the general course of his life is in one direction -- toward God and for God. And though he may sometimes feel so low that he questions whether he is a Christian at all, he will generally be able to say with old John Newton, ‘I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I want to be. I am not what I hope to be in another world, but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the Grace of God I am what I am’.”

“I place this mark also before you. What would the Apostle say about you? Are you born again?”

 

Friends, we will stop here for now to first ponder and meditate upon these. These are just the first three out of six discernable marks that not only J.C. Ryle gives, but the Apostle John gives in this epistle to know whether we are truly “born again”, or as that phrase literally means “born from above”.

Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:8; “The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit”. With the wind, we cannot account for the direction in which it blows, or for the beginning or extent of its influence. But when we hear the sound of the wind, we do not for a moment question that it is blowing. Our Lord tells Nicodemus, and us, that it is just the same with the operations of the Spirit. He cannot be controlled and there is much mystery, but the proof of His work is apparent. Where the Spirit works, there is undeniable and unmistakable evidence, and fruit. This is how we’re told we may know we have eternal life and are truly “born again”. 
 

                                We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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