  Something To Think & PRAY About!
  

In Scripture: "Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all
                        the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen (Rev. 1:7).
How Important is Prayer: "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is" (Mark 13:32-33).
         _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"Comfort One Another With THESE Words"?
 

"For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). 
 

Dr. Wilbur Wallis, long time professor at Covenant Theological Seminary and a dear personal friend of mine, who truly is one of my living heroes of the faith, has on more than one occasion said; "We usually irritate one another with these words rather than comfort one another." I personally believe that is because of all the different ways all of us are so certain the end times must play themselves out in God's redemptive plan, and the final chapter in human history.
 

Never mind that Jesus Himself said; "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father" (Mark 13:32; Matthew 24:36). Granted, there are many wonderful things to look forward to when that day does come. Again, I think of the words Dr. Wallis has been heard saying clear in another room as a twinkle in his eye appears and his voice begins to get louder as he says; "Four times in the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus says, 'And I will raise them up on the last day' Won't that be a glorious day!" Yes, there is nothing quite so exciting to my good friend or should there be to us as the hope of future glory. Charles Spurgeon said; "The resurrection will be to the body what regeneration has been to the soul."
 

But I have to confess, there has always been something troubling to me with the preoccupation to "end time prophecy". I know the last in the series of "Left Behind" books has just come out and to write anything about this subject is sure to irritate almost everyone, as Dr. Wallis so correctly said, because we're all so absolutely certain it must come about the way we alone believe. But I can't help to think of Spurgeon's words also well over a century ago; "One reason why I think the world's present state will not wind up for the present is because all the prophets say it will".
 

I also can't help but remember my thirtieth birthday. Absolutely convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that I would not live past the age of thirty, you can only imagine what a rude awakening it was when I awoke on my thirtieth birthday still alive. I had not anticipated it or made any plans for it. To me at that time, the very worse thing was that now that I still wasn't dead, I had to do something with the rest of my life. But do what? Unfortunately, I believe this too may represent how many Christians view and approach Christ's second coming. So sure are they of it happening soon, the thought that God might want to use them now does not even cross their minds.
 

Why am I saying all this? Because recently after a Missions Conference I received a genuinely sincere email by a very loving and strong believer questioning my view of others' view on the rapture and tribulation and how they were going to play out and how it relates to things happening now. Well, I'll tell you it got me thinking. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

Some of what follows was in my response. I know this is going to come as quite a shock but I don't have the end times figured out yet. I have a hard enough time figuring out all of what God calls me to do today. I know this may shock some also, but there is more than one view that has been argued from scriptures by very learned men throughout church history. God has not seemed to make it a requirement that He would only greatly use those who got it exactly right, whatever that may be.
 

Now, please understand me, I am not purposely trying to offend all my friends and everybody this goes out to or may read this, but as far as I can tell, over the course of church history there have been well thought out arguments made and presented, based on scripture and by people who God did use in wonderful ways who held to a Postmillennial view, a Premillennial view, and an Amillennial view. 
 

Now that I've offended and irritated everyone, let me go on to say a few things I wrote in direct response to what was written to me in the email I received.  

 

... just from a personal viewpoint, this is what I believe or more accurately, how I feel:

I don't believe anyone knows when the Lord will return. If He told His disciples, not even He knew, but just the Father, that's good enough for me. Apparently His disciples thought He was returning in their day. It's good to remember there was also the Y1K scare in the year 1,000 when everyone went to the hillsides, sure of Christ's promised return. 
 

We have the stories of people like William Miller and what was to eventually become the Seventh-day Adventists. Miller who based on his study of the prophesy of Daniel 8:14, calculated Jesus would return to earth sometime between 1843 and 1844. When Jesus did not appear, some of Miller's followers became convinced the Bible prophesy predicted not that Jesus would return to earth in 1844, but that Jesus would begin at that time a special ministry in heaven for His followers. They still looked for Jesus to come soon, however, as do Seventh-day Adventists yet today. Still it must be noted, Seventh-day Adventism does officially accept the foundational doctrines of historic Christianity (the inspiration and authority of the Bible, the Trinity, Christ's true deity, His bodily resurrection, and salvation by grace through faith).
 

Such is not the case with the cult of the Jehovah's Witnesses and what they believe. Since the 1960s, the sect had been predicting that the world would end before "the 1914 generation" passed away. Now, the Witnesses have conveniently and quietly dropped the prophecy.
 

I have to be honest and say that I have heard at least one evangelical leader say that after reading Hal Lindsey's; The Late Great Planet Earth, they had become so convinced of Jesus' return in the 1970's while they were in college, and so disappointed that He didn't return at that time, that they never read anything else Hal Lindsey wrote after that. Now, I'm not saying that God didn't use Hal Lindsey or still doesn't and that He didn't use that book. I believe He did. I believe God has and will use the Left Behind series books. God can use anything. So please don't get me wrong. The point is, I believe what Jesus said, and that no one knows when He will return.
 

As it turned out the Pope wasn't the antichrist during the Reformation, and neither was Hitler in more modern times. It is my own personal persuasion that it is one of the best demonstrations of the sinfulness of man, that we would seek any date and build our lives, or truthfully, our excuses on why we simply don't do what God calls us to now. 

As far as I can tell I don't believe the Gospel has been preached in the whole world for a witness to all nations (Matt. 24:14),  and I do believe Christ purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation (Rev. 5:9). What we have in our churches today does not represent the countless peoples and the different dialects among them that have heard the Gospel.

I do believe God very well may use visions and the likes but not for conversion or salvation, but only as a preparatory work that might quickly lead to even on-the-spot mass conversions. I believe from everything I've heard so far in those areas of the world, that is what is happening.

I don't believe that we're keeping "God in a box" by not allowing Him to work that way. I simply believe God doesn't lie and everything we need to know about His redemptive plan worked out in history is included in His word, including His not lying about no one knowing when the end will be. If He also said faith comes from hearing and hearing from the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17), then though He may very well reveal Himself as He sees fit, including the dreams and visions of today, the kind of faith spoken of in Ephesians 2:8 is imparted by the Holy Spirit working in conjunction with His word. If God Himself through His very own word says; (paraphrasing from Romans 10:14-15), How can they believe unless they hear, and how can they hear without someone telling them, and how can someone tell them unless they're sent; then God meant that.

I truly don't think we need to believe God couldn't get it done by His original plan, He ran into too much trouble. I personally believe as the body of Christ we need to instead look at our own hearts and examine them carefully at why we've spent so much time trying to devise alternative ways, or convince ourselves of them, so we simply wouldn't have to do what God calls us to; Go and make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19).

God could have worked entirely through dreams and visions from the very beginning, but He didn't. I believe the reason He sovereignly decreed things would be done this way is to add dignity to us as image-bearers of His by us playing this important and wonderful role, but even more importantly, this too brings God glory.

No, I believe God will genuinely have worshippers from every tribe and language and people and nation. That Jesus was right when He said; "This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come." Though I don't say that to speed up the end coming, I do believe Jesus meant it literally.

And so I believe we all need to look at our hearts and ask ourselves; even though knowing seeing Christ's return would be 

the consummation of all of our hopes in this life and on this earth, why would we who have experienced this indescribable gift of Jesus and His salvation not want to see as many as possible also receive it? Why would we not commit our lives in 

one form or another to seeing our magnificent resurrected Savior, this God-man, be glorified to the fullest by joyfully participating in this work He has called us to? I personally believe anything else, or everything else, is not only filler, but sin. "Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins" (James 4:17). 
 

As far as the only correct view of "end times"; it is true the current prevailing view at seminary now is a Postmillennial view. One day not too long ago, I was speaking with a doctorate graduate friend of mine from seminary, and told him; "You know, I've been listening to Dr. Wallis for sometime now and he holds and defends strongly the Historic Premillennial view, and he has presented a convincing argument." My friend had possibly the best reply I've heard so far. He said; "Ed, when you're talking to someone on that level, you usually believe the last one you talked to."
 

So perhaps Luther said it best when he was speaking about that day of the Lord's second coming, Martin Luther said; "There are only two days that I ever think about; this day, and that day. And I pray I live this day, for that day." May we all pray the same thing, and live the same way.

                                                                   Praying and living this day for that day,
                                                            Ed D. Kleiman
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think”. 

                                                                                                                                                              (Charles Spurgeon)
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