        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
 
In Scripture: "Because we are members of His body. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:30, 32).
“In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you” (John 14:20).
How Important is Christ: “Consider the closeness and intimacy of the union between Him (Christ) and them (His Church), and let this encourage thee to lean and live on Him by faith. It is far more intimate and dear than the union between husband, and wife among men, for they are indeed ‘one flesh’, but He is ‘one body’ and ‘one spirit’ (1 Cor. 6:17, 19) with His spouse; He is in them, and they are in Him. And by virtue of this intimate union, thou hast a title to Him and to His whole purchase.” (Ebenezer Erskine 1680-1754). 

                                             ___________________________________________________________

       
               "The Deep Things of God!" PART 2
I know some may say why do I spend so much time reading heroes of the faith who have lived and gone before? Part of the reason is because I have finally discovered newness is no virtue and oldness is no vice. Truth and beauty and goodness are not determined by when they exist. Nothing is inferior for being old, and nothing is valuable just for being modern. As John Piper said; “This has freed me from the tyranny of novelty and opened me for the wisdom of the ages.”

So I have discovered that those whom the Lord has given to His church in previous generations, I would be foolish to turn my back on, and in fact, it would be the height of arrogance to act like I cannot learn from these men God has uniquely gifted and given to His people. I believe one such man who lived not long ago was Arthur Pink (1886-1952). 

Pink died at the age of sixty-seven and was buried in an unmarked grave. Like Charles Spurgeon, he was a Calvinist, and like Spurgeon he was disliked by the Calvinist for also believing in and preaching the free offer of the gospel and in human responsibility. Also like Spurgeon he was despised by Arminians for believing and preaching the absolute sovereignty of God. I find myself very much drawn to both men because I find it to be what the scriptures teach.

Pink spent most of his late years believing he was called to use his pen, not his tongue, to minister to a few people. In later years his prolific writings, which during his lifetime were known only to a few, were rediscovered; hundreds of thousands of books of his writings have been printed since his death. Through these Pink became a strong bridge between the Puritans of the past and the believers of the last half of the twentieth century. 
But it was in a series of messages he gave on Spiritual Union and Communion with Christ that grabbed hold of my heart and would not let go. I had remembered the words of Charles Spurgeon; “Truth does no good if it is unknown. Truth does no good if it is unfelt”. Oh, it really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking ----- then praying!  But then I determined to learn and know more of what Pink was teaching about because I know I live in such a way that does not feel the full force of these truths like I should, and because of it I am the spiritually poorer for it.                                                        
So once again from just his introduction Pink states; “Union with Christ is the foundation of all spiritual blessings, so that if there had been no connection with Him, there could be no regeneration, no justification, no sanctification, no glorification. ‘God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord’ (1 Corinthians 1:9): the word ‘fellowship’ signifies such a co-partnership between persons that they have a joint-interest in one and the same enjoyment which is common between them. Now this fellowship or communion with Christ is entirely dependent upon our union with Him, even as much as the branch’s participation of the sap and the juice is dependent upon its union with the stock of the tree. Take away union, and there can be neither communion nor communication.”

“But the foundation of that vital, spiritual, and experimental union which the saints have with their Beloved in a time state and which they will enjoy forever in heaven, was laid by God in that mystical union which He established between the Mediator and His elect before the foundation of the world, when He appointed Him to be the Head and they the members of His body: when God gave Christ to them and gave them to Christ in everlasting marriage.”

“In consequence of God’s having given the church to Christ in marriage before the foundation of the world, He says to His people, “I will betroth thee unto Me forever: yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies” (Hosea 2:19); “thy Maker is thy husband” (Isaiah 54:5). Ebenezer Erskine, declared, ‘Consider the closeness and intimacy of the union between Him (Christ) and them, and let this encourage thee to lean and live on Him by faith. It is far more intimate and dear than the union between husband, and wife among men, for they are indeed ‘one flesh’, but He is ‘one body’ and ‘one spirit’ (1 Cor. 6:17, 19) with His spouse; He is in them, and they are in Him. 
And by virtue of this intimate union, thou hast a title to Him and to His whole purchase.” Hence when Saul of Tarsus was assaulting the Church, its Head protested, “Why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4)”.

“The union between Christ and His Church are so real, so vital, so intimate that God has never viewed the one apart from the other. There is such an indissoluble oneness between the Redeemer and the redeemed, such an absolute identification of interest between them, that the Father of mercies never saw them apart: He never saw the Church apart from its Head. Therefore the Holy Spirit has delighted to emphasize this wondrous and glorious fact in many scriptures. In connection with Christ’s birth we read, “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same” (Hebrews 2:14).” 

“We are told that when the Savior was nailed to the tree “our old man was crucified with Him” (Romans 6:6). We are told that when He expired at Calvary “if One died for all, then all died” (2 Corinthians 5:14). We are told that when He was revived, we were “quickened (made alive) together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:5). He did not rise again as a single and private person, but as the Head of His Church: “since then ye be risen with Christ" (Colossians 3:1). Nor is that all: In Ephesians 2:6 we are told, “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” O how surpassing wonderful is the Christian’s oneness with Christ: “Because as He is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). When Christ appears in glory it will not be alone: “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:4).”

“One in the tomb; one when He rose;

One when He triumph’d o’er His foes;

One when in Heaven He took His seat,

While seraphs sang all Hell’s defeat.

With Him, their Head, they stand or fall,

Their Life, their Surety, and their All.”

Though it is only Pink’s introduction to all that is to come on this most glorious subject of Spiritual Union with Christ that ends here, it is my sincere prayer that it might only just begin for me – to take hold of my heart and transform my life. Oh, that I might marvel at such splendid truth and that it not only would be discerned and enjoyed as the chief of all spiritual blessings but also the foundation of all other spiritual blessings so that I might not miss out on any blessings, or you.

May our Lord Himself trim the fat of the world from our hearts and grant us all a new and greater desire for the deep things of God. May He give us new eyes to see Jesus more clearly that we might love Him more dearly, a renewed mind to grasp and understand along with the faith to apprehend and then appropriate to the fullest this union with Christ – so that with Him, our Head, we stand or fall; that He might be our life, our surety, and our all --- for God's glory and our everlasting joy!

                                We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
                             (But we shall not unless we experience this union with our beloved Lord)  
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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