SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
 

In Scripture: “Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose” (Isaiah 46:9-10).

How Important are Trials & Afflictions? “The Lord does not measure out our afflictions according to our faults, but according to our strength, and looks not what we have deserved, but what we are able to bear” (George Downame)

“When I am in the cellar of affliction, I look for the Lord’s choices wines” (Samuel Rutherford)

_______________________________________________________________________________
“Behind a Frowning Providence!”

(Part 2)
A well known older hymn is William Cowper’s ‘God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform’. Cowper was subject to melancholy and knew more about the darker side of Christian experience than the brighter. It was out of heart-felt experience he composed his hymn with the lines; “Behind a frowning providence -- He hides a smiling face.”

So begins a booklet I’ve completed reading recently carefully taking notes along the way, that it might do me some good. It opened up truths of scripture I may have known to recite, but until now not known to apply. Oh, it got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

John J. Murray, retired minister of the Free Church of Scotland wrote the booklet. As stated on the back cover it “bears the marks of a precious stone, quarried from the deep and dark places of the author’s own experience of pain and sorrow.” 
It would seem the dedication sheds insight on this as it is dedicated to his daughter who lived from 1967 to 1980. But as it correctly also states on the back cover; “It speaks to the mind, giving wise counsel: it also speaks to the heart, and brings a message of encouragement which points to the way of true peace.” 
“First -- There is a Providence.”
“Providence is that marvelous working of God by which all the events and happenings in His universe accomplish the purpose He has in mind. As Job said in the midst of his sufferings: ‘He performeth the thing that is appointed for me’ (Job 23:14)”

“The plan of God extends to every detail in my life. There are several important things that can be said of it:

1) The plan is perfect. Everything that God does is perfect. It may not appear to me at times to be perfect but it is, because it will ultimately lead to the greater glory of God.

2) The plan is exhaustive. It includes everything. It is worked out in a situation where everything is under the control of God. It extends to the smallest and most casual things. ‘The very hairs of your head are all numbered’ (Matthew 10:30).
3) The plan is for my ultimate good. Everyone who loves God has the assurance that ‘all things work together for good’ (Romans 8:28). If God is for me who can be against me? (Rom. 8:31) The opposition does not count. The gracious purpose of God will certainly be accomplished in my life.

4) The plan is secret. God alone knows what is going to happen in advance because He has purposed it all. I discover it day by day as the plan unfolds. This is the unfolding of the secret will for my life.”

“Although God has only one will we often speak about His secret will and His revealed will. The latter is made known in the Scriptures and is the rule of our duty. The former is made known in His providence and is to be submitted to and observed.”

“This teaching is clearly set out in the words of the Puritan Thomas Boston: “Whoever would walk with God must be due observers of the Word and Providence of God for by these in a special manner He manifests Himself to His people. In the one we see what He says; in the other what He does. These are the two books that every student of holiness ought to be much conversant in’.”
“These words are taken from a sermon on Psalm 107:43: ‘Whoso is wise and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord’. If we are to fulfill the duty of observing ‘these things’ the qualification required is wisdom but the benefit is that we will understand the lovingkindness of the Lord.”

“We need to observe the different kinds of providences. There are uncommon providences, such as miracles, and there are what might be called common providences, like the refreshing rain. There are great providences, like the crossing of the Red Sea and there are what seem small providences, like a king not being able to sleep at night. There are favorable or smiling providences and there are what appears to be dark, cross or frowning providences.”
Murray ends this brief introduction by pointing to questions you might have at this point and what we will look at next time. “If we believe, a frowning providence comes from the hand of the same Father as a smiling providence how can we reconcile these things? How can we justify the ways of God with us?”
 

I would like to end by pointing to one difference between how those in other times not only looked at providence, but the Christian life much differently than what we do today. Imagine the words of Thomas Boston mentioned just a few paragraphs earlier, but instead saying: “Whoever would walk with God must be due observers of the Word and Providence of God for by these in a special manner He manifests Himself to His people. In the one we see what He says; in the other what He does. These are the two books that every student of Christian comfort and security in this life ought to be much conversant in’.”

But that is not what he says. He says every student of holiness, implying, if not stating directly, that should be the goal of the Christian in this life. Might not that begin to explain something?
I know many others will be having trouble already with this kind of emphasis on God’s complete sovereign control. All I would say is friends, there are many tensions I believe in the Christian life. God is absolutely sovereign, yet man is still responsible. God’s sovereignty and providential rule in the affairs of men does not negate or work against our role in working to advance Christ’s kingdom and prayer. It rather establishes and enables it, and enables it to be effective.
God has sovereignly decreed this is how He’s going to work. It is through our humble, feeble efforts in proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel, the news this world is dying to hear, and in prayer that God’s purposes and kingdom are advanced throughout the world!
It does seem to be; “the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of the law” (Deut. 29:29). So we should never be discouraged. What anyone uses for evil, God will use it for good (Genesis 50:20). In fact, God is causing all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

We shall yet discover -- behind a frowning providence, there is a smiling God.

 Much love and many tribulations,
Ed D. Kleiman
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."
                                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon)
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