SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
(Subtitled: "I think, therefore I pray!")
                                      

In Scripture: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age”(Matt. 28:19-20) 
How Important is Discipleship? "Go and make disciples." "The most important word I think Jesus ever said about becoming a disciple was Luke 14:27, "Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple." Bearing a cross does not mean primarily having hard times. It means going to Golgotha. It means dying with Christ—dying to the old attitudes of envy and strife and jealousy and anger and selfishness and pride; and turning to follow Jesus in newness of life. When we make disciples we bid people to come and die to their old, destructive ways and to live for Jesus, who loved them and gave himself for them."(John Piper) 
                    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                     "Hit & Run Evangelism?"
 

Every Thursday at noon when I am in St. Louis, I meet with a good friend, Bill Meyers. We meet to pray for our ministries, churches, and other personal matters. Bill is Pastor of Outreach at a large PCA church here in St. Louis. On the church's web site, under what he is responsible for, Bill states; "Not only do we desire to win people to Christ, but we also have a rock solid commitment to building them in their faith and assimilating them into the Church. Assimilation implies that every member becomes a source of nourishment for the rest of the body. From the first visit to our church, to commitment as a member and beyond, it is our desire to welcome people and help them get connected to others in deep relationship as well as meaningful ministry."
 

Bill is also in charge of Evangelism Explosion (EE), a ministry that equips people to share their faith and teaches people to equip others to share their faith in Jesus Christ. During the last semester of EE, Bill gave everyone a handout titled; "Make Disciples, Not Just Converts." I received a copy the night I was there when I filled in on a couple of occasions and I finally read it, and though it reminded me of an alarm Chuck Colson tried to sound in his wonderful 1993 book that I would strongly recommend to everyone reading this, titled”The Body", reading this article once again got me thinking. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

"Make Disciples, Not Just Converts", subtitled; "Evangelism without discipleship dispenses cheap grace" is a reprint from an editorial found in October 25, 1999 Christianity Today. In it, it opens by saying; "Two years ago the Chicago Tribune reported the story of a mother who let her nine children, aged 8 months to 11 years, fend for themselves in a gritty apartment filled with trash and excrement. Public officials, responded to a neighbor's call, entered the apartment at 2 A.M. and took the children into custody. The mother, said the owner of the apartment building, was more interested in partying late than in caring for her children. The public was (rightly) outraged by this maternal misconduct."
 

The article went onto say; "Evangelical Christians commit the moral equivalent of such child abuse when they pour all their energies into evangelistic programs and fail to make sure that spiritual newborns are given the nurture they need to grow into healthy, mature followers of Jesus. Each young believer needs a mature disciple who has walked this way before and who can, in a transparent relationship, help the newer Christian toward the dual knowledge of God and self. Such relationships ... are essential to our growing in grace."
 

"At the First International Consultation on Discipleship, held last month on England's scenic South Coast, John Stott called attention to the "strange and disturbing paradox" of the contemporary Christian situation: We have experienced enormous statistical growth, he said, without corresponding growth in discipleship.”God is not pleased," warned Stott, "with superficial discipleship"."
 

The article further stated; "Theologian Tokunboh Adeyemo called attention to this same paradox on his continent, where the phenomenal numerical growth of Christianity is matched only by the mind-boggling butchery of Christians engaging in the horrors of ethnic cleansing.”The church in Africa," said Adeyemo, "is one mile long, but only one inch deep"."
 

"In that passage from Matthew 28, Jesus charged his apostles to make disciples to observe all he commanded. Evangelicals quote this passage almost as frequently as they cite John 3:16. But too often disciple-making has been understood as preaching the gospel, helping a penitent pray the sinner's prayer, or offering a compelling case for Christian belief. Disciple-making surely includes all these things, but it has as its goal Christian maturity. "Discipleship," said Adeyemo, "is not information, but character formation"."
 

"James Houston, theologian, expounded on the disciple's formation in the context of an accountable relationship ... Houston identified the primary pressure militating against effective disciple-making: the contemporary tendency toward reductionism ... Thus we manipulate reality so we can live by methodology. The great danger of methodology, he said, is that it becomes a replacement for the Holy Spirit."
 

Chuck Colson in his book, The Body, put it this way; "Over the past twenty years I've been in countless crusades and have seen thousands of people raise their hands, signifying decisions for Christ. I've seen them come forward and heard them utter the correct words. I've called them to do so myself and have seen the numbers tallied. Unfortunately, often what we are witnessing is nothing more than a "human" conversion."
 

Colson went onto say; "For there is a great difference between a decision and a true conversion. Conversion is a process which begins with God's regenerating work - an instant when the Spirit gives life -- and continues as we grow in faith through the process of sanctification."
 

Apparently then, there can be numerous and very tragic consequences to what Colson refers to earlier in his book as "hit-and-run evangelism". I personally believe he's right. Methodology cannot and will not ever replace the work of the Holy Spirit alone and woe unto us if we fall victim to it as so many modern evangelicals have. We are called by Jesus Christ to; "Go and make disciples." 
 

Prison Fellowship is that wonderful ministry that Chuck Colson started where they go into prisons throughout the world to win people to Jesus Christ but also and especially then make them into disciples of His, thereby giving them a new life now, and for eternity. Colson tells the story in his book that when a group of consultants were brought in to advise his ministry, on its fund-raising procedures, they told them in no uncertain terms; "Discipleship doesn't sell."
 

Well maybe it doesn't in our culture anymore, or even in our churches or ministries, but I for one, can attest to the importance of it, besides that God Himself commands it. My discipling came at the hands and out of the convictions of Pastor Kent Wagner, now the Senior Pastor of the Johnston, Iowa E-Free Church. I have no doubt, that though the Lord could have and would have worked by and through other means in my life, I nevertheless, would not be writing this now or would not have done much, if anything at all, of what the Lord has used me for in the past or may continue to use me for in the future, apart from Kent's work in my life discipling me. 

 

I thank God for Pastors like Kent Wagner and Bill Meyers. Bill, who "heads up" evangelism and outreach does so not at the expense of or separating it from Jesus Christ's command to; "Go and make disciples." Both of these faithful men understood John Piper's words; "the new life of a disciple is a life of obedience to Jesus' commandments or it is not a new life at all." May we understand and then do the same!
                 
Having been discipled, I now; "Go and make disciples",
Ed D. Kleiman

(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                  (Charles Spurgeon)
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