SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
 

In Scripture: "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all nations, and then the end shall come." (Matthew 24:14)
“… with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” (Revelation 5:9)
“Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.” (John 4:35).

How Important is Missions? "Oh, if you have the hearts of Christians or of men in you, let them yearn towards your poor ignorant, ungodly neighbors. Alas, there is but a step between them and death and hell; many hundred diseases are waiting ready to seize them, and if they die unregenerate, they are lost for ever. Have you hearts of rock that cannot pity men in such a case as this? If you believe not the Word of God, and the danger of sinners, why are you Christians yourselves? If you do believe it, why do you not bestir yourself to the helping of others? Do you not care who is damned, so you be saved? If so, you have sufficient cause to pity yourselves, for it is a frame of spirit utterly inconsistent with grace" (Puritan, Richard Baxter).
“There are three possibilities with the Great Commission. You can go. You can send. Or you can be disobedient. Ignoring the cause is not a Christian option” (John Piper).
"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose" (Jim Elliot).
             --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

   “OH NO! IT'S TIME FOR MISSIONS AT CHURCH!”
 

That's exactly the way I use to feel in my early months as a new believer. "Why do I have to waste my time and listen to this at church? All they want is money! This is not what I'm called to do, I'm not interested, and I don't want to hear about it. They'll try to make me feel guilty and just waste my Sunday. I'm glad they told me the week before because I'm not going to church that Sunday."
 

Yes, those were my words. I'm sorry to have to admit that. In those early months and probably for sometime after as well, that is truly the way I felt. Well, like many things in those early days, I discovered I was wrong. In fact, I was wrong so many times, I actually began enjoying being wrong. Because when I discovered what were really God's truths, they always led to a more freeing, fulfilled, and yes, a far more joyful life.
 

We are all called to the work of missions. Jesus last command He gave is found in Acts 1:8 when He said; "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." We are all called to be Christ's witnesses wherever He has placed us, for His glory and the eternal good of countless people.
 

In Matthew 28 we hear the call of the Great Commission (or Gommission) in verses 18-20: “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’."
 

Wow! What an encouragement He gave us. Jesus said all authority has been given Him in heaven and on earth. That's why He could then tell us; “therefore go and make disciples”. All of us are called to do this regardless of who we are, what we do, and where we have been placed. We must remember too, Christ has risen indeed and is “building His church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)                    
 

Everyone is called to the work of spreading the gospel. Either we pray and go or we pray and send by funding the war effort, and make no mistake about it missions is a war effort to spread the gospel, the message the world is dying to hear into what has been enemy territory.
 

A while back I read something during a holdover at the airport in Memphis. This is what it said: "In 1965, the Christian western world was stunned with the story of a simple, Lutheran pastor from behinds the Iron Curtain. He had been released 
by the government of Romania to the Hebrew Christian Alliance for the price of $10,000. What he brought out of that closed country was a stunning and tragic story of severe persecution of Christians by the Communist government. 
Pastor Wurmbrand testified to a Senate subcommittee what was happening to Christians behind the Iron Curtain. He stripped to the waist, showing deep scars inflicted over the fourteen years he spent in various prisons."
 

"Although raised an avowed atheist, Richard accepted Christ as a young man. In 1945, the Communists seized Romania, and began a crackdown on all churches in the country. For the next three years Richard and his wife Sabine secretly began ministering to the people of his area and also to the Russian soldiers who were so prevalent in Romania in the forties."
 

"In 1948, Richard and Sabine were both arrested. Sabine served three years as a slave-laborer, leaving their nine year old to fend for himself. Two Christian ladies attempted to help him. For this kindness they were arrested and beaten so badly that one remained crippled for the rest of her life. Another lady tried to take care of him and was arrested and sentenced to eight years in prison for helping the family of a prisoner. In the process of her arrest, her bones were broken and all her teeth kicked out."
"It would be eight long years before Richard would see "freedom" again. His wife was told that he had died in prison, and she existed this whole time thinking he was dead. His sufferings were horrible. He tells of being hung upside down on ropes and beaten so hard that his body swung back and forth. Sometimes they would put him in a large ice-box until the point that he was ready to freeze to death. Then they would pull him out, warm him up and do it again -- over and over again. Other times he would be put in a wooden box just slightly bigger than he, with dozens of sharp nails driven into every side. He would be left there for hours upon hours. If he remained absolutely straight, he would be OK. But if he relaxed even a little, the nails would pierce his flesh."
 

"Wurmbrand tells the story of a pastor named Florescu who was tortured with red hot iron pokers and knives. After being beaten senseless, starving rats were driven into his cell through a pipe in the wall. He could not sleep or relax as the rats would attack him as soon as he let down his guard. He was forced to stand like this for two weeks, day and night. When he still refused to betray his brethren, they brought in his fourteen year old son. They began to whip the boy in front of this dear pastor until he was half-mad. Finally he yelled out to his son that he must comply with them. His son answered him, "Father, don't do me the injustice to have a traitor as a parent." Enraged, the torturers beat the young boy to death, splattering blood all over the cell in the process. The pastor was never the same again."
 

"Wurmbrand also tells of another time that Christians were tied to crosses for four days and nights. The crosses were put on the floor and hundreds of other prisoners had to fulfill their bodily functions over the faces and bodies of the Christians. Then the crosses were erected again while the Communists mocked and jeered their "savior."'
 

"After eight and a half years of such treatment, Wurmbrand was finally released. Upon being released, he went right to work ministering again to the underground church in Romania. For over three years he ministered in this fashion, until again, he was arrested. This time he spent five and a half years in prison."
 

"It was strictly forbidden to preach to other prisoners, and if caught, the preacher would be unmercifully beaten. Richard and several other prisoners struck up a deal of sorts with their torturers: they would preach and the Communists would beat them! He tells of the time one prisoner was caught in the middle of a message, taken out and beaten to a pulp and thrown back into the cell. He picked himself up again and said, "Now, brethren, where did I leave off when I was interrupted?"'
 

The story ended with; "Richard Wurmbrand and countless others have withstood unspeakable tortures for their faith in Christ. Their rewards will be great in heaven for what they have endured!" And Jesus said; "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt. 6:20-21).
 

You say, though that's a moving story, that's not you. You don't even understand how God could even let such things happen, much less how these people could live and face death like that. After all, you thought I said; Jesus said all authority has been given Him in heaven and on earth. That Christ is risen indeed and is building His church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I did.
 

But let me first say something about the critical role of prayer. The bible tells us that in Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest."
 

What good can possibly come out of just praying? David Howard, the General Director of The World Evangelical Fellowship, tells the following about when he was a student at Wheaton College in 1946 and how his best friend, Jim Elliot, encouraged a small group of them to meet every day at 6:30 a.m. to pray for themselves and their fellow students on behalf of missions. "This became a regular part of my life", he went on to say: "Jim Elliot (who lived only a few years beyond 
college, and was speared to death along with four companions by the Auca Indians in Ecuador), also organized a round-the-clock cycle, asking students to sign up for a 15 minute slot each day when he or she would promise to pray for missions and for missions recruitment on our campus. The entire 24 hours were filled in this way."
 

"Art Weins was a war veteran who had served in Italy and planned to return as a missionary. He decided to pray systematically through the college directory, praying for 10 students by name every day faithfully through his college years."
 

"I did not see Art again, David said, until we met in 1974 at the Congress on World Evangelization in Scotland. Art said, 'Dave, do you remember those prayer meetings we used to have at Wheaton?' 'I certainly do,' I replied. Then Art said, 'You know Dave, I am still praying for 500 of our college contemporaries who are now on the mission field.' 'How do you know that many are overseas?' I asked. 'I kept in touch with the alumni office and found out who was going as a missionary, and I still pray for them.'"
 

"Astounded, I asked Art if I could see his prayer list. The next day he brought it to me, a battered old notebook he had started in college days (almost 30 years earlier) with the names of hundreds of our classmates and fellow students. Out of which, 500 were now on the mission field!"
 

Remember, Jesus said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field" (Matthew 9:37-38). Pray, and He will surely do so! 

But I don't want to end there. This is too important a subject, and what joy and fulfillment there is to be found in it. Because for many, over the next several months it's going to be time for missions again at your church. Why do we have to go through it each year? Because it all involves God's glory and God's story. It is the story of God’s redemptive history and how God Himself is redeeming this world and is using you and me to call a people unto Himself! We still have a part to play, and there’s still work to be done. We are here because of the work of others that have gone before us and everything we do will impact not only those that are near and dear to us, but future generations to come.
 

Jesus tells us Himself in the bible in Matthew 24:14; "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all nations, and then the end shall come." Why not give yourself to this glorious work of Christ's and be part of it? To put it another way, as John Piper said; “There are three possibilities with the Great Commission. You can go. You can send. Or you can be disobedient. Ignoring the cause is not a Christian option”  
 

What about the inconvenience? What about the trials? What about the danger? Why all the martyrs?  Let me tell this final story to see why we must not look at this life or this world only with our temporal eyes, but instead see through the eyes of faith God's sovereign eternal purposes being fulfilled, and plan being carried out.
 

I heard a message not too long ago by Dr. Bryan Chapell, President of Covenant Theological Seminary. In one part he told the story of how a couple of years back, he and his wife went on a study tour of southern France to witness the Reformation church of the Huguenots.
 

You see, during the sweeping Reformation in France, as many as 3,000 new churches started in a 5 year period. It was a time of an amazing flourishing of the gospel. But then the French monarchy had enough of that and ordered the execution of those who had worshipped in that way. 
 

Thousands fled the nation and thousands were killed. Today, there is virtually no Reformation church still in existence in France. He went on to say; "how those who suffered and died must have questioned the words that speak of the incomparably great power of God."
 

At the end of that trip Dr. Chapell's wife went home, but he went further on a missionary journey into Romania and he began to minister among people who had been persecuted for their Christian faith under the Communist rule. Some had been in prison for decades and some still bore the marks of their torture.
 

He said he felt totally inadequate to minister to those people, but he was with them long enough to hear their history. Where did they come from? They said they were the great, great, great, great grandchildren of the French Huguenots who had been driven out of France and across all Europe. As they had been driven out, they had taken their faith and now it still existed there in Romania.
 

Finally, Bryan Chapell went on to say; “and through his ancestors, it even existed in his blood. Kings and kingdoms had passed away but the faith had continued. God had something infinitely greater and far more dependable.”
 

That is because Jesus spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Remember too, "The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field" Why? Because Christ has risen indeed and is “building His church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it."
During mission’s time at your church -- listen carefully with new ears. Can you hear it? What is that wondrous sound? It is nothing other than the sound of the gospel of the kingdom of God being preached in many places now, but one day soon, the whole world. It is the glorious testimony of the living and resurrected Christ to all nations, and then the end shall come.
 

Jesus said; "Come follow Me and I will make you fishers of men" (Matt. 4:19). "He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it" (Matt. 10:39). Oh friends, now more than ever, let us remember; "to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Phil. 1:21). Or as Jim Elliot said; "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose." So this year at mission’s time listen as Jesus Himself says; “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.” (John 4:35).

We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                  (Charles Spurgeon)
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