SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

In Scripture: "... If God is for us, who can be against us?" (Romans 8:31). 
“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2). 
How Important is Christ? “Someone once asked me, 'What persuasion are you of?' I replied, 'I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Charles Spurgeon) 
                                                _________________________________________________________

"PROVE IT!"
 

Okay, I am a Presbyterian (PCA) and seem to have a propensity for godly traditions. Part of the reason is because I have finally discovered newness is no virtue and oldness is no vice. Truth and beauty and goodness are not determined by when they exist. Nothing is inferior for being old, and nothing is valuable just for being modern. As John Piper has said; “This has freed me from the tyranny of novelty and opened me for the wisdom of the ages.”

One tradition I began a few years back is revisiting something that seems most appropriate at the beginning of each year. So friends, since it will indeed be the beginning of a new year, let us remember to once again begin at the beginning. "In the beginning God ..." No matter where we find ourselves, this is where we must start – with God.

As we enter this New Year, I believe for many like myself, you may find yourself in an unplanned place in life, unprepared for what lies ahead as you begin to cope with what could easily be a very trying situation. What should you do? My first suggestion would be found in Hebrews 4:16; "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need." 

Pray friends, pray. But you must always remember what kind of God you are praying to. Suppose you are going through a fiery trial, or about to, or have just been delivered from one. What kind of God would allow or cause it to happen? Each of us at sometime in our life I believe will ask that question. I did.

Dr. James Montgomery Boice said something at a very important and difficult time in his life, which got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
James Montgomery Boice when he learned he had a terminal illness said to the congregation of his church: "If I were to reflect upon what goes on theologically here, there are two things I would stress. One is the sovereignty of God. That's not novel. We have talked about the sovereignty of God here forever. God is in charge. When things like this come into our lives, they are not accidental. It's not as if God somehow forgot what was going on and something bad slipped by. It's not the answer Harold Kushner gave in his book, Why Bad Things Happen to Good People. God does everything according to His will. We've always said that."

"But what I've been impressed with mostly is something in addition to that. It's possible, isn't it, to conceive of God as sovereign and yet indifferent? God's in charge, but He doesn't care. But it's not that. God is not only the one who is in charge; God is good. Everything He does is good."

 

"And what Romans 12:1 and 2 says is that we have the opportunity by the renewal of our minds - that is, how we think about these things - actually to prove what God's will is. And then it says: "His good, pleasing and perfect will." Is that good, pleasing and perfect to God? Yes, of course, but the point of it is that it's good, pleasing and perfect to us. If God does something in your life, would you change it? If you'd change it, you'd make it worse. It wouldn't be as good. So that's the way we want to accept it and move forward, and who knows what God will do?"

James Boice was right and he reminds us at the beginning of this year in the way he approached his death, that all things begin with God and end with Him. That God is sovereign, and He's also good. This is our encouragement to approach the throne of grace, and this is exactly the reason why we must follow Jesus command (Luke 18:1) to "always pray and not give up." 

Then and only then, and as God Himself and His Word also transforms us and renews our mind, can we prove what God's will is. "His good, pleasing and perfect will", and we will discover that God is sovereign ...... and He's also good!

Now let us move forward --- and who knows what God will do!

Forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus,
Ed D. Kleiman
 P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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