        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
 
In Scripture: “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

“But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:13).

How Important is Pursuing Holiness? “Sin will grow without sowing but holiness needs cultivation.”

“Souls that sigh for holiness are not condemned to eternal death, for their sighing proves that they are in Christ Jesus.”                                                                                                                          (Quotes by Charles Spurgeon)

                                             ___________________________________________________________

                      
"The Radical Need of Pursuing Holiness!" PART 1
There is a simple yet profound word which occurs nine hundred times in the Bible. Yet this word is strangely overlooked today. Though it describes the uniqueness of God and the calling of all His children, it is largely ignored.
This short yet awesome word is the word holy. Among other words, saint, sanctify, and sanctification are obtained from its root. What does holy, holiness mean? What is the scriptural call to holiness? How must holiness be practiced?

Holy and holiness are terms which bear the brunt of considerable misconception. To some the word holy seems archaic. For others, holiness smacks of moralistic legalism. They suppose holiness demands a lengthy list of prohibitions. They accept that from person to person, group to group, such a list will vary but still they think of holiness primarily in terms of regulations. For still others, holiness is associated with a repugnant ‘holier-than-thou’ attitude. Finally, for some holiness spells unattainable perfection. They view holiness as a discouraging doctrine that addresses nothing but sin and demands radical perfection.

So begins a wonderful small booklet I read recently by Joel Beeke, President of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, titled as you may have guessed; Holiness.

This booklet really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

Beeke states; “Holiness means to be set apart. But what does set apart mean? Two things. The negative sense of set apart is the call of holiness to be separate from sin. The positive sense of set apart is the call of holiness to be consecrated to God. These two concepts -- separation from sin and consecration (or separation) to God -- comprise holiness.” Holiness is never spelled out in Scripture as a pharisaical concept with an endless list of do’s and don’ts combined with a self-righteous attitude. Rather, holiness is a whole-life commitment to be set apart to the lordship of Jesus Christ. Holiness is not a list but a life.”

Though this small booklet covers many things including Holiness in Scripture (both the Old Testament and New), Holiness in Theology: Sanctification (including status conferred by Christ’s merits, and conformity to the image of Christ), Holiness in History (the Church’s understanding including the apostolic and then a number of deviations); we will pick it up now with; Holiness in Practice -- The Necessity of.
Joel Beeke picks it up by saying; “There are at least ten in number for God’s people:

1. God has called you to holiness. ‘For god hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness’ (1 Thess.4:7). Whatever God calls us to, is necessary. His call itself should induce us to seek and practice holiness.

2. Holiness gives evidence of your justification and election. Sanctification is the inevitable outgrowth of justification (1 Cor. 6:11). The two may be distinguished, but never separated. In and through Christ, justification gives God’s child the title to heaven and the boldness to enter; sanctification gives him the fitness for heaven and the preparation necessary to enjoy it.

Election too is inseparable from holiness: ‘God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit’ (2 Thess. 2:13). From God’s side, election is known first, for it is the cause of our salvation just as sanctification is the evidence of our salvation. From our side, however, election is known last, for sanctification is the earmark of Christ’s sheep.

3. Without holiness, all things are defiled. ‘Unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure’ (Titus 1:15). Through Christ, God sanctifies His child and makes His prayers and thanksgiving acceptable. As Thomas Watson noted: ‘A holy heart is the alter which sanctifies the offering; if not to satisfaction, to acceptation.’

4. Holiness augments your spiritual health. As John Flavel observed: ‘What health is to the heart, that holiness is to the soul.’ Moreover, this spiritual health of holiness God generally works through discipline. Through chastisement, child of God, you are profitably exercised by the Father, and this results in genuine holiness without which you cannot see the Lord (Heb. 12:11-14). Through Christ’s justifying power, you receive a clean slate before God; through His sanctifying power, a clear conscience. Both are critical for spiritual health.

5. Holiness fosters assurance. ‘Ye shall know them by their fruits’ (Matt. 7:16). Most of the forms and degrees of assurance experienced by true believers -- especially daily assurance -- are reached gradually in the path of sanctification through careful cultivation of God’s Word, the means of grace, and corresponding obedience.

The way to lose a daily sense of assurance is to daily forgo the pursuit of holiness. There are believers who live carelessly (i.e., treat sin lightly or neglect daily devotions and study of the Word) or inactively (i.e., they do not pursue holiness, but assume the posture that nothing can be done to foster sanctification, as if holiness was something outside of us except on rare occasions when something very special ‘happens’ inside). That is a recipe for daily spiritual darkness, deadness, and fruitlessness.

The godly farmer who ploughs his field, sows seed, fertilizes and cultivates, is acutely aware that in the final analysis he is utterly dependant for an assured crop on forces outside himself. He knows he cannot cause seed to germinate, the rain to fall, the sun to shine. But he pursues his task with diligence anyhow, both looking to God for blessing and knowing that if he does not fertilize and cultivate the sown seed his crop will be meager at best!

Similarly, the believer who does not pursue holiness with diligence will neither have much assurance nor be obeying Peter’s call to seek it (2 Peter 1:10).

6. Holiness is essential for effective service to God. Paul joins sanctification and usefulness together: ‘Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.’ (2 Tim. 2:21).

7. Holiness makes you resemble God. As Thomas Watson notes: ‘We must endeavor to be like God in sanctity. It is a clear glass in which we can see a face; it is a holy heart in which something of God can be seen.’

8. The God you love, loves holiness. Hence the intensity of His discipline! William Gurnall says it best: ‘God would not rub so hard if it were not to fetch out the dirt that is ingrained in our natures. God loves purity so well He had rather see a hole that a spot in his child’s garments.’

9. Holiness preserves your integrity. It saves you from much hypocrisy, from resorting to a ‘Sunday only’ Christianity. It gives vitality, purpose, meaning, and direction to dialing living.

10. Holiness fits you for heaven. ‘Follow [literally:pursue] … holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord’ (Hebrews 12:14). As John Owen writes: ‘There is no imagination wherewith man is more foolish as this -- that persons not purified, not sanctified, not made holy in their life, should afterwards be taken into the state of blessedness which consists in the enjoyment of God. Neither can such persons enjoy God, nor would God be a reward to them. Holiness indeed is perfected in heaven: but the beginning of it is invariably confined to this world. God leads none to heaven but whom He sanctifies on the earth. This living Head will not admit of dead members.’

Upcoming we will consider; The Attainment of Holiness or how must we pursue it, The Impediments to Holiness. What are four common problems against which we need to be on guard against? And, The Joy of Holiness which will show God intends the Christian life to be one of joy, not drudgery. 

 

                                We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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