        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
 
In Scripture: ““Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).

“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

How Important is Pursuing Holiness? “Oh, that the Lord would cause you to see sin in its true colors, and holiness in its own splendor.”

“The holier a man becomes, the more he mourns the unholiness which remains in him.” (Quotes by Charles Spurgeon)
                                             ___________________________________________________________

                      
"The Radical Need of Pursuing Holiness!" PART 2
The Attainment of

I was pleasantly surprised with the responses that acknowledged the need of, and the benefit derived from, the last column on holiness. Apparently it remains a much forgotten subject in the evangelical church today.

To quickly recap: the word holy occurs nine hundred times in the Bible. Among other words, saint, sanctify, and sanctification are obtained from its root.

Holy and holiness are terms which bear the brunt of considerable misconception. To some the word holy seems archaic. For others, holiness smacks of moralistic legalism. They suppose holiness demands a lengthy list of prohibitions. They accept that from person to person, group to group, such a list will vary but still they think of holiness primarily in terms of regulations. For still others, holiness is associated with a repugnant ‘holier-than-thou’ attitude. Finally, for some holiness spells unattainable perfection. They view holiness as a discouraging doctrine that addresses nothing but sin and demands radical perfection.

This is how a booklet began that I read by Joel Beeke, President of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. It really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

Beeke states; “Holiness means to be set apart. But what does set apart mean? Two things. The negative sense of set apart is the call of holiness to be separate from sin. The positive sense of set apart is the call of holiness to be consecrated to God. These two concepts -- separation from sin and consecration (or separation) to God -- comprise holiness.” Holiness is never spelled out in Scripture as a pharisaical concept with an endless list of do’s and don’ts combined with a self-righteous attitude. Rather, holiness is a whole-life commitment to be set apart to the lordship of Jesus Christ. Holiness is not a list but a life.”

We will now pick it back up with --- How must we attain holiness? Here are ten hints to assist us.

1. Know and relish Scripture. This is God’s primary road to holiness -- the Spirit blessing His Word. Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through the truth; Thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Memorize Scripture, search it, and seek grace to live it. Let Scripture be your compass to guide you over the waves and storms of life. Let Scripture teach you, with a heart prone to be tempted away from sanctity, how to live a holy life in an unholy world.

2. Strive for constant faith in Christ. Flee often to Christ. Seek to touch the hem of His garment to be washed clean of all your impurities. Faith in Christ is a powerful motivation for holiness, for faith and the love of sin cannot mix. Be careful, however, not to seek your holiness in your experiences of Christ, but in Christ Himself. As William Gurnall beautifully states: “When thou trust in Christ within thee, instead of Christ without thee, thou set Christ against Christ. The bride does well to esteem her husband’s picture, but it were ridiculous if she should love it better than himself, much more if she should go to it rather than to him to supply her wants. Yet thou acts thus when thou are more fond of Christ’s image in thy soul than of Him who painted it there.”

3. If you would grow in holiness, ask always: ‘What would Christ do?’ Remember the words of Paul: “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).


4. Breathe after the Spirit, Thomas Watson writes: “The Spirit stamps the impression of His own sanctity upon the heart, as the seal prints its likeness upon the wax. The Spirit of God in a man perfumes him with holiness, and makes his heart a map of heaven.”

5. Associate with mentors in holiness (1 Cor. 11:1). Converse with fellow believers whose godly walk you admire. “He who walks with wise men will be wise. But the companion of fools will suffer harm” (Proverbs 13:20). Association brings about assimilation.

6. Pray for holiness. No one but God is sufficient to bring a clean thing out of an unclean (Job 14:4). Hence, pray with David, “Create in me a clean heart, O God” (Psalm 51:10).

7. Regard yourself as dead to the dominion of sin and as alive to God in Christ (Romans 6:11). Seek to cultivate the same hatred of sin as sin that God posses. Recognize that God is worthy of obedience not only as the Judge, but especially as a loving Father. Say with Joseph in temptation, “How then can I do this great evil and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9).

Believe that Christ is mighty to preserve you. You live through union with Him. His righteousness is greater than your unrighteousness. His Saviorhood is greater than your sinnership.

8. Nurture, and persevere in, personal discipline. If you sometimes through weakness fall into sin, you must not therefore despair of God’s mercy, nor continue in sin. Rather with Jonathan Edwards resolve: “Never to give over, nor in the least to slacken, my fight with my corruptions, however unsuccessful I may be.”

These two things, fighting against sin and lack of success, appear contradictory but are not. The believer recognizes he will often fail, but he seeks to cultivate perseverance even through his failures. Failure does not make him quit, but it makes him repent and press on in the Spirit’s strength. “For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again, but the wicked stumble in time of calamity” (Proverbs 24:16).

9. Develop a biblical formula for holy living. Here is one possibility drawn from 1 Corinthians. When hesitant over a course of action, ask yourself:

Does this glorify God? (1 Cor. 10:31)

Is this consistent with the Lordship of Christ? (1 Cor. 7:23)

Is this consistent with biblical examples? (1 Cor. 11:1)

Is this lawful and beneficial for me -- spiritually, mentally, physically? (1 Cor. 6:9-12)

Does this help others positively and not hurt others unnecessarily? (1 Cor. 10:33; 8:13)

Does this bring me under any enslaving power (1 Cor. 6:12)

10. Live ‘present-tense’, total commitment. Do not fall prey to the ‘one-more time’ syndrome. Tomorrow’s obedience is disobedience now. Tomorrow’s holiness is impurity now. Tomorrow’s faith is unbelief now. Aim not to sin at all (1 John 2:1), asking for divine strength to bring even your very thoughts into captivity to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), for Scripture indicates that our ‘thought-lives’ ultimately determine our character: “For as he thinks within himself, so he is” (Proverbs 23:7a). An old proverb says it this way: “Sow a thought, reap an act; Sow an act, reap a habit; Sow a habit, reap a character.”

Follow Paul’s advice to the Philippians: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things” (4:8).

Holiness begins in our minds with a present-tense, total commitment and works outward to our actions. That is why we ought to jealously guard what we allow to enter our minds. The material we read, the music we listen to, and the conversations we have all affect our minds and ought to be judged in the context of Philippians 4:8.

We will close our study on holiness in Part 3: The Impediments to Holiness & The Joy of Holiness.

 

                                We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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