Something To Think & PRAY About!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

In Scripture: "... He always lives to make intercession for them"  (Hebrews 7:25).
"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12). 
 

How Important is Prayer: "Prayer is the all-conquering, invincible weapon of the army of God. Therefore Jesus, our victorious Captain, lives to intercede" (Dr. Wesley Duewell).   
"There is one thing about the powers of hell that has always amazed me. The church is always quarrelling, but did you ever hear the devil and his confederates quarrel? There is a vast host of those fallen spirits, but how marvelously unanimous they are! They are so united that if at any special moment the great black prince of hell wishes to concentrate all the masses of his army at one particular point, it is done to the tick of the clock, and the temptation comes with its fullest force just when he sees it to be the most likely that he will prevail"

                                                                                                                                                           (Charles Spurgeon)      
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

"Report for Duty!"
Forty-seven times in the Gospel of John, Jesus said He was under God's orders and that whatever He did or said, He did because His Father gave the command. Have we been given any commands or orders in regards to prayer, and if so, why?
 

I have once again been reminded by my recent trip throughout Poland and my time in Odessa, of something Dr. John Piper said. It very much got me thinking. In fact, far better, it got me thinking ..... then praying!
 

But first let me begin with the words of Corrie Ten Boom in an address she gave at Wheaton College in 1974. She said; “We must realize, I believe, in these dark times that we are standing on the front line of a terrific battle between darkness and light. There is nothing in-between, and this time there is no room for compromise. It is either/or. Either you belong to the Lord Jesus and you are His soldier and His representative and His ambassador, or you are not. And then you follow the devil who is very well trained in this time and mobilized. And I believe it is good that we realize what it means that we are standing on the front lines, and we have never to fear that God’s logistics are not perfect enough. We have everything we need to be strong people, strong representatives in this very dark world.”

“When I came in the concentration camp because my family, my friends and I had saved Jewish people in Holland, we were pushed into a room that was built for 200 prisoners. We had to live there with 700. Suddenly some prisoners tried to fight together, and immediately others joined them. We heard swearing and beating and crying. My sister Betsie said; ‘Corrie, let’s pray.’ She started to pray, and she prayed and prayed till everything was quiet. It was as if a storm laid down. When all was quiet, Betsie said; ‘Amen.' Now, do you see here the situation? Here were prisoners in very great danger. Not only were they in danger to come into a spirit of hatred against each other, but if the guards had found out that some people had been fighting, the whole 700 group should have been in a cruel way punished. And there was a starving old woman, Betsie (who later died in the concentration camp), and she prayed and saved the situation.”

Then Corrie Ten Boom looked out across all the Christians and said; “Do you realize that you are here in the world to save the situation of this world?”  

And so, as John Piper put it so simply (and accurately I believe); "Until we believe that life is war ---- we will never know what prayer is for."  What an enthusiast or emotionalist you say. He's exaggerating, using hyperbole. Life is not a war. In fact, I do my best never to fight with anyone or over anything. That's what Jesus taught and God's word reveals, right?  Wrong. 
 

The Apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:7; "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." Again in 1 Timothy 1:18 - 19; "... fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience". It is a fight or war to first maintain belief or our faith. Satan targets the believer's faith. 1 Thessalonians 3:5 says; "For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter (Satan) might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain."
 

Friends, long before the current war on terrorism, we were already in a war. Are we fighting the good fight or are we like most Christians who don't believe we're even in a (spiritual) war. After all the world says; "peace, peace, when there is no 

peace" - and there is a peacetime casualness in many, if not most in the church, throughout the world but especially in this country.
 

But Piper has tried to sound the alarm. He says it's a worse war than the current war on terrorism or even World War II, because in this war the casualties don't just lose a limb, in this war casualties don’t just lose their life, in this war casualties lose their soul!
 

Most Christians today, especially in the United States, have shown for a long time by their priorities in life that they believe we’ve been in peacetime, not wartime. And the casualties lie strewn throughout this land and can be seen in the present condition of the church.

In wartime we are “on the alert” or “on watch” as when the Apostle Paul said to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28; “Be on guard (or keep watch) for all the flock …” Or when Peter says; “…be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Or when Jesus says; “Keep watching, and praying that you may not come under temptation” (Mark 14:38; Matthew 26:41).

Friends, in wartime the war effort touches everyone. Any Christian, who no longer has to struggle against the world, the flesh, and Satan, is a Christian who has fallen either into sin or complacency. Any Christian who has no conflict is a Christian who has retreated from the front lines. What about you?

So what does all this have to do with prayer? It has everything to do with prayer because prayer is not a civilian device. Prayer is for wartime. Let's look at another aspect of this warfare weapon. 
 

Probably the most well known passages in the bible on spiritual warfare or spiritual armor many Christians can tell you are found in Ephesians 6. Let's look at one thing that is most times overlooked. Eph. 6:17 & 18 says; "Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (18) And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests ... "   In the original Greek, verse 18 does not begin a new sentence. So it is essential to see verse 18 goes with and is connected to 17. When you take the sword of the Spirit, the word of God, take it, and wield it praying!  Prayer is the power that wields the weapon! 
 

How many times are messages given, sermons preached, witnessing or evangelizing takes place, or anytime God's word is brought to bear in a situation in our lives or in another's without prayer? If we don't believe we're in a war we won't understand that prayer is for warfare. The reason it malfunctions in the hands of most believers is because we take a wartime walkie-talkie or transmitter and turn it into a dinner bell to ring up the maid or butler.
 

God has given us prayer because Jesus has given us (all) a mission. God sent His Son into the world with a mission; to seek and to save the lost. The Son comes to us and says; My Father wants me to extend My mission to you. The mission will succeed. He's given Me these transmitters and I'll give you each one to use. If you stay true to His mission and seek His victory first, He will always be as close as your transmitter (prayer).

But friends, we must first make sure we are fighting God's war and then make sure we are fighting God's war God's way. And to do so we must first believe and understand that we're in a war ----- or else we will not know what prayer is for. Then, we must pray!
 

That is because prayer itself is not only for war as a divinely empowered weapon, but it is also where the battle is first fought out. Now sometimes the “opponent” is our old self, which continues to wage war as it says in Romans 7:23.

The prophet Isaiah also tells us sometimes this battle in prayer is even necessary simply to arouse ourselves, as it were, and “take hold of God” as it says in Is. 64:7 when it says; “And there is no one who calls on Your name, who stirs himself up to take hold of You.”

Are you in the fight? During my very first time in Poland, the Polish pastor in Radom wanted, I believe, to give something back, so on the only day we put aside that did not have planned activities, he asked me if I wanted to go see Auschwitz. Knowing I am a Jew, he thought I might. We did.
                                                                                                                                    

I shall not describe what I saw. I'm sure many of you know not only the things that took place at that concentration camp, but much of what they have there on display, so that people might never forget. The pastor and I didn’t speak much as we went through the camp. I couldn’t. But when we finally got into his car, he turned to me and said; “Well Ed, what did you think?”

I said; “As horrific as that was, and perhaps the clearest example of just how wicked and depraved the human heart is; there is still something worse, much worse, infinitely worse. And that is dying any kind of death apart from knowing Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and spending all eternity in hell. I want to see my Jewish brethren saved, and the gentiles.”

But I also want to share with you what was written on one of the tiniest plaques in the Jewish barracks. In the whole place it very well may have had the greatest impact on me. It was next to a life-size mural.
 

By a picture of German SS soldiers who all had their rifles raised and pointed at the head of a little child, was a tiny plaque I shall never forget, and I hope you don't either. It said; "Who saves one soul saves the whole world.”

As I fixed my gaze upon it, I thought that was far more profound then they realized, as they were just thinking in terms of physical life and we know there really is an eternal soul at stake. But as I also stared at those words; “Who saves one soul saves the whole world”, I immediately thought while every fiber of my being screamed out; “that’s our calling”. That’s what we’re called to do! To save the situation of the world!

 

Friends, consider this a tiny plaque to help you never forget next to a life-size mural of Christians praying. Perhaps in the background, someone bears an uncanny resemblance to you. On it are the following words: “The world tells us peace, peace when there is no peace and there will be no peace till the Prince of Peace returns. Good soldiers of the cross, the Christian life is war. PRAY, because in this war we advance on our knees. Who saves one soul saves the whole world.”

Are you in the fight?  It's time to report for duty! 
 

                                                                          See you on the front lines,
Ed D. Kleiman 
    P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)                                                                                                                                                 
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