       SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

 

In Scripture: "Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.” (Acts 20:26-27).  
How Important is Genuine Conversion: “I have seen scores of men jump into religion just as men jump into a bath, and then jump out again just as quickly.”

“Every precious thing in this world is sure to be counterfeited.” 
“Common sense teaches you, that it is not to begin, but to continue to the end which marks the genuine child of God.”

                                                                                                                                        (All quotes by Charles Spurgeon). 

                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
       
       "Saved or Unsaved – That is the Question!"
                                        PART 1
After seven weeks on crutches and several weeks without a regularly functioning computer, it may seem unusual for my first column back to be writing on such a subject. But it shouldn’t be. It has always been on my heart since the day of my “new birth”. It is once again in the forefront of my thoughts as I meet with another unbeliever, a non-Christian by his own admission, who has met with me over seven weeks now as we go over different aspects of the gospel and salvation. 
I am trying to make sure I am not coaxing or coercing some sort of profession of faith out of him but that it truly is a work of the Spirit. So we’ve recently gone over many of the “hard passages” of Scripture that Jesus often turned people away with (ex. Mark 8:34; Mark 13:13; Mark 9:43-48; John 15:18; John 6:44, 63-66, and so on). Please do pray for Chris at this time and that God truly would grant him the repentance that leads to (eternal) life (Acts 11:18).

I have always been convinced as people like John MacArthur and John Piper have stated that Jesus Christ is looking for disciples, not decisions. I believe it is a “sign of the times” that we have reduced the Gospel to something other than what it is and always has been (see John MacArthur’s book; The Gospel According to Jesus). Some will wonder why being a missionary am I saying such things? Won’t this discourage evangelism? On the contrary, it encourages biblical evangelism.
I was once again reminded of this most needed subject recently when reading something by Martyn Lloyd-Jones titled; Temporary, Counterfeit, and True Conversion. Oh, it really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking ----- then praying!   

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899–1981), is recognized as one of the 20th century’s most gifted preachers and Bible expositors, but he was, as he often insisted, an evangelist first and foremost. He set forth the gospel on the grandest scale, relating it to the whole of Bible truth and the whole of human life. He served as minister of Westminster Chapel in London for 25 years and preached extensively throughout the United States and Europe. He had a profound effect on many of the top Bible expositors today, and through his writings continues to influence people and churches worldwide.

In his message Martyn Lloyd-Jones said; “What do we mean by conversion? It is the first exercise of the new nature in ceasing from old forms of life and starting a new life. It is the first action of the regenerate soul in moving from something to something. The very term suggests that: conversion means a turning from one thing to another. The term is not used very frequently in the Scriptures, but the truth which the word connotes and represents appears constantly.”

“It is stated specifically in Matthew 18:3: ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.’ But all the texts dealing with the doctrine of regeneration are equally applicable here, texts such as, ‘A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God’ (1 Corinthians 2:14); and, ‘The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God’ (Romans 8:7). Men and women must come from that before they can be Christians; they must turn from that to this other condition. So conversion is essential. Nobody is born a Christian. We were all born in sin, ‘brought forth in iniquity’ (Psalm 51:5); we were all ‘children of wrath, even as the rest’ (Ephesians 2:3); we are all subjects of original sin and original guilt, so we must all undergo conversion; and the Bible is quite explicit about this.”

“The next question, therefore, to ask is: How does it take place? What is the agency in conversion? And here the answer is quite simple. It is first of all and primary the work of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit, does it through the effectual call – The call becomes effectual and it is that which leads to the next step – what you and I do. Now in regeneration we are 
absolutely passive; we play no part at all; it is entirely the work of God in the heart. But in conversion we act, we move, we are called, and we do it.”

“We come, then, to consider the characteristics of conversion; and this, I sometimes think, is one of the most important topics that Christian people can consider together. It is vital that we should consider the biblical teaching about conversion because there is such a thing as a ‘temporary conversion’. Have you noticed how often that is dealt with by our Lord Himself in His own teaching, how at times He almost seems to discourage people from going after Him? There was a man who said, ‘I will follow You wherever You go,’ and our Lord, instead of saying, ‘Marvelous!’ said, ‘Wait a minute!’ ‘The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head’ (Matthew 8:19-20). ‘Do you realize what you’re doing?’ He said in effect.”
“Our Lord, because He knew the danger of a ‘temporary something’ happening, was constantly dealing with it and seemed to be repelling people. Indeed, they charged Him with making discipleship impossible. Take the great sixth chapter of John where the people were running after Him and hanging on to His words because of the miracle of the feeding of the 5000, and our Lord seemed to be trying deliberately to repel them. So a large number, who thought they were disciples, went back, we are told, and walked no longer with Him (John 6:66). It is quite clear that our Lord was giving that teaching quite deliberately because He was drawing a distinction between the Spirit and the flesh. He knew that they were carnal, and He was anxious to stress the vital importance of grasping the spiritual.”
“Take also the parable in Matthew 13 – the parable of the sower – and our Lord’s own exposition of it. Notice particularly verses 20 and 21: ‘And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.’ But notice what our Lord says about this man: he, ’immediately receives it [the Word] with joy’. That is what I mean by a temporary conversion. He seems to have received the Word, he is full of joy, but he has no root in him, and that is why he ends up with nothing at all. Now that is our Lord’s own teaching; there is the possibility of this very joyful conversion and yet there is nothing there in a vital, living sense, and it proves temporary.”
“There is also further teaching in the Scriptures about this same thing. Take Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8. We are told in verse 13, ‘Simon himself believed; and was baptized.’ And yet look at the end of that man’s story. He was ‘in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity’ (v. 23), and Peter simply said to him that he had better ask God to have mercy and grant him repentance. He seemed to be a true believer, but was he?”
“In 2 Timothy 2 Paul is writing Timothy about certain people who seemed to have been believers but were now denying the resurrection, as a result of which, some frightened Christians thought that the whole Church was collapsing. ‘It’s all right,’ says Paul: ‘Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those who are His’ (v.19). God knows; He is not deceived or deluded. There is such a thing as temporary conversions, temporary believers, but they are not true believers. That is why we should know the biblical teaching as to what conversion really is.”
“What about Demas, I wonder? There are many who would say that Demas was never a believer at all. I would not like to go so far. He may have been backsliding: ‘Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me’ (2 Timothy 2:10). But at any rate, he is a doubtful case.”

“Therefore, I deliberately use this heading of ‘temporary conversion.’ There is obviously something wrong with these people, so we must ask questions. We must consider, we must have definitions, because ‘All that glitters is not gold.’ All that appears to be conversion is most certainly not conversion according to our Lord’s own teaching and the teaching of the inspired apostles. So I know nothing that is so dangerous, reprehensible, and unscriptural as to say, ‘But you mustn’t ask these questions.’ No, no let them come. Always ask: does the Scripture entitle us to say that? If we are to be true teachers of the Word, and helpers of others, and concerned about the glory of God, we must realize that there is such a thing as a temporary conversion which is based upon misunderstanding.”
Martyn Lloyd-Jones goes on to say; “My second reason for being concerned about precise definitions is that there are not only temporary conversions but even counterfeit conversions.” -------------- But my friends, we have enough to think and pray about before going any further. 

This much I know, whether we like it or not Jesus said; “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 7:21). He also said you will know them by the fruits that they bear –- not that they once said a prayer. I know I am not doing anyone a service by letting them believe they are saved when they may not be. The truth is, I don’t know who is. After all the Bible says; “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16). It doesn’t say a pastor does, or an evangelist, or a missionary, or a good friend.
Let it be enough for you and I to not be afraid to proclaim the “whole counsel (or purpose) of God” (Acts 20:27) to a perishing world. To trust in the work and power of the Holy Spirit using God’s Word; to not shrink from declaring anything that is profitable and solemnly testifying to all repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:20-21). 
Then let it be enough for us to leave the results to a sovereign God who raises the dead (2 Corinthians 1:9; Ephesians 2:4-5).
As the Lord has promised to use and always done so before, we shall see genuine conversions. And I believe along with Martyn Lloyd-Jones and most of the saints who’ve gone before us, we will also be able to say; we too, “contended earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). I believe the Scriptures makes clear that will surely be enough to hear from God at the end; “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). 
We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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