Something To Think & PRAY About!
("I think, therefore I pray!")

In Scripture: "That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." (1 John 1:3-4).
How Important is 
Fellowship with Christ: "Christ is not only a remedy for your weariness and trouble, but He will give you an abundance of the contrary: joy and delight. They who come to Christ, do not only come to a resting place after they have been wandering in a wilderness, but they come to a banqueting house where they may rest, and where they may feast. They may cease from their former troubles and toils, and they may enter upon a course of delights and spiritual joys." (Jonathan Edwards)
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 
              "The Emptiness of Self-centeredness!"

                                      (or how only One will really ever satisfy)
 

I have to confess there are times my faith seems so very shallow. As I have thought about why this is, it seems the only conclusion I can come up with for myself and perhaps others who profess and bear the name of Christ in these times, is that the fullness or richness or fulfillment we seek doesn’t come from our perceived needs (however biblical or nonbiblical they may be) being met, but rather it is to be found only in Christ Himself.

In other words, God should not be looked upon as a means to help us achieve our ends, however fine and noble those ends might be, but instead, He is our end. He is not the means that leads us to things that bring us joy --- but in Him our joy is found. Psalm 16:11 says; “You will fill me with joy in Your presence”. Perhaps Augustine was right when he said; “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee".

Of the classes I have taken at Covenant Theological Seminary, one of the ones I enjoyed and benefited most from was; The Life and Letters of Paul, by Dr. Hans Bayer. One thing that was said in his class that I have never forgot was when in the middle of his talk he said; “you know my wife said something very profound the other night. She said; we should let scripture determine our needs.”

I thought, now that’s a novel idea. Instead of us saying to our spouses, our pastors, our families and friends, our coworkers and even God Himself; “here’s my needs – will you please meet them?” Shouldn’t we instead let scripture define not only who we are in Christ, but also let scripture tell us what kind of people we should be and what are the needs that God Himself has said we should have and pursue? After all; isn’t God trustworthy and His word true?

God’s word says; “The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold” (Psalm 19:10). The Psalmist tells us; “Therefore I love thy commandments above gold, yes, above fine gold” (Psalm 119:127). If they are to be that valuable might they not lead us in a way where our greatest need expressed should also be that of the Psalmist when he says; “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God (Psalm 42:1).  

I have become convinced there is no greater, deeper and continual need I have or any greater delight, joy, pleasure, and fulfillment I can ever find, than in God Himself. Recently I read something by one of the “heroes of the faith” from a different era. Not just a different era of time, but a different era when people approached all of Christian life and God Himself differently. It got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!
John Owen (1616–1683) was a leading British Puritan pastor and theologian who passionately believed that communion with God lies at the heart of the Christian life. With the Apostle Paul, he recognized that through God’s Son we have access by the Spirit to the Father. But he understood it in a way that I’ve not understood it and I fear most today do not either. His remarkable explanation of this communion and his description of the many privileges it brings was like music to my ears and comfort to my soul. As I read, each word seemed to bring great satisfaction; love grew, joy abounded.

Owen broke down the way he saw and experienced communion with God in three distinct, fascinating, and wonderful ways: Communion with God the Father; Fellowship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God; and the Foundation of our Communion with and how to have Fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Let me just share with you this time, some of John Owen’s words only from his introduction, dripping with scripture and showing what true and everlasting delights await, now, and in the life to come for those who have such communion with God. 

Owen begins; “John in his first epistle tells us in general what this communion with God is. He assures Christians that the fellowship of believers ‘is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ’ (1 John 1:3).”

He continues; “Christians in those days were poor and despised. Christian leaders were treated as the filth of the world. So to invite people to become Christians, to join in their fellowship and to enjoy the precious things they enjoyed, seemed to be the height of foolishness.”

“’What good thing will we get if we join up with these Christians? Are they inviting us to share in their troubles? Do they want us to be persecuted, reviled and scorned and to suffer all kinds of evils?’ It is with these objections in mind that John writes. Not withstanding all the disadvantages their fellowship lay under from a worldly point of view, yet in truth it was, and they would soon find it to be, very honorable, glorious and desirable. For ‘truly,’ says John, ‘our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ’.”

“Because of sin, no man in his natural state has fellowship with God. God is light and we are darkness. What communion has light with darkness? God is life; we are dead. God is love; we are enmity. So what agreement can there be between God and man? Men, in such a condition, do not have Christ, and so they are without hope and without God in the world (Eph. 2:12). …Our first relationship with God was so lost by sin that there was no possibility in ourselves of any return to God.”

“The knowledge that God and man can live in fellowship together is hidden in Christ. It is too wonderful for sinful, corrupted human nature to discover.”

“Our communion with God lies in His giving Himself to us and our giving ourselves and all that He requires to Him. This communion with God flows from that union which is in Christ Jesus. This communion will be perfect and complete when we enter into the full enjoyment of Christ’s glory. Then we shall totally give ourselves up to Him, resting in Him as the utmost fulfillment of all our desires.”

“This communion is now only partial because we presently only enjoy the first-fruits and dawnings of that future perfection. It is with regard to this initial communion that I intend to speak and to show that mutual giving and receiving between God and the saints as they walk together in holy and spiritual peace. This covenant of peace is brought about by the blood of Jesus. But first I pray that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has, by the riches of His grace, brought us from a state of enmity into this glorious fellowship with Himself, may give you such a taste of His sweetness and excellence in this communion as to be stirred up to a greater longing for that eternal enjoyment of Him in eternal glory.”

TO BE CONTINUED 
 
For Christians, the best is always yet to come,
Ed D. Kleiman
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."
                                                                                                                                                      (Charles Spurgeon)
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