Something To Think & PRAY About!
("I think, therefore I pray!")

In Scripture: "That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." (1 John 1:3-4).
How Important is 
Fellowship with the Trinity: "God must give all, and Christ must be all, and the Spirit must work all, and man must

                                                 be as clay in the potter's hand." (Charles Spurgeon)
        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 
              "The Emptiness of Self-centeredness!"

                            (or how only One will really ever satisfy) PART 2
 

Not long ago I was reminded of something while talking with my good friend, a PCA pastor. He said he was speaking to a young seminarian who had just discovered Jonathan Edwards, the human instrument used most by God and credited with the Great Awakening around 1740 in the United States. The seminary student went on to say after being introduced to and reading Jonathan Edwards; "this guy is talking about a different religion."
 

I was immediately once again reminded what I had read by John Owen in "Communion with God". In some way "this guy too was talking about a different religion" Men like these reminded me that the all embracing slogan of the Reform faith seems to be; the sovereign work of grace in the sinner - as a mirror for the glory of God! Oh, I think often of such things. But far more and much better, these things get me thinking --- then praying!
 
I have begun to feel for sometime that when we depart from the glory of God being the greatest desire or motivation we have, as the scriptures teach, the more likelihood of error creeping into our beliefs about the Christian faith and life. That anything that departs from seeing and seeking the glory of God in and through everything, leaves us with a man-centered view of life, feeding our self-centeredness, and robbing us of the fullness of joy that is found in God alone (Psalm 16:11), and the hope that we have in Him.
 

John Owen in his work; Communion with God, takes us higher up and deeper in, and what may seem like "a different religion", but it is only the writing of one who knows the glory of God, and so they could not settle for anything less than more of Him, and with:
 

Communion - with - each - Person - of - the - Godhead - Individually
 

Picking up where we left off last time, John Owen first gives a brief overview before dealing with each Person of the Godhead individually, which we may look at in the future. Then, not only will we see and discover more accurately and intimately who this God is that deserves our worship and honor and glory, but as Owen said; God Himself through it "may give you such a taste of His sweetness and excellence in this communion as to be stirred up to a greater longing for that eternal enjoyment of Him in eternal glory.”

 

Owen writes; "The Apostle John tells us, 'There are three that bear witness in heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit' (1 John 5:7). And to what do they bear witness? They bear witness to the Sonship of Christ and the salvation of believers in His blood. The Father bears witness, the Son bears witness and the Holy Spirit bears witness for they are three separate, individual witnesses. So we are to receive each of their testimonies, and as we do so, we have communion with each person of the Godhead. In this giving and receiving of this testimony lies a great part of our fellowship with God."
 

"The Apostle Paul, speaking of the distribution of gifts and graces to the saints, shows that they are from each of the persons of the Godhead. In 1 Corinthians 12:4, he says, 'Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit' - that One and the selfsame Spirit who is the Holy Spirit (Verse 11). Verse 5: 'There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord' - the same Lord Jesus. Verse 6: 'And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all'. This is the Father (Eph. 4:6)."
 

Owen went onto say; "Faith, love, trust, joy and all other spiritual graces are means by which the soul has communion with God. These graces are drawn from the soul by prayers and praises which God has appointed for His worship."
 

"Communion with the Father. Faith, love, trust, joy and obedience are the saints' responses to the Father loving acts shown to them. The Father testifies to and bears witness of His Son (1 John 5:9). In His bearing witness, the Father is to be believed and trusted. When the Father testifies to His Son, His testimony is to be received by faith. 'He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself' (1 John 5:10). So John warns ,'He that believes not God,' that is, the Father who bears witness to the Son, 'has made Him a liar." 'You believe in God,' says our Savior (John 14:1). Here He is referring to the Father, for He adds, 'Believe also in Me'."
 

"Paul says, 'For this cause I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named' (Eph. 3:14,15). 'Bowing the knee' sums up the whole worship of God (Isa. 45:23). Verses 24-25 go on to show that this worship lies in acknowledging God as our righteousness and strength. This worship, described as bowing the knee, is directed by Paul distinctly to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the fountain and source of all good things which come to us in Christ. In other places, Paul both joins together and at the same time distinguishes between the Father and the Son in his prayers and also in his thanksgiving (1 Thess. 3:11; Eph. 1:3,4)."
 

"Communion with the Son. There is a believing 'in' Jesus, called 'believing in the name of the Son of God' (1 John 5:13; John 9:36). The Son, whom the Father gave, is to be trusted as the One that gives us eternal life and who will keep us from perishing."
 

"Love for the Lord Jesus Christ is love for Him as God and it therefore includes love for Him in religious worship. Only where there is such love does the apostolic benediction belong: 'Grace be with all those that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity' (Eph. 6:24)."
 

"Faith, hope, and love, expressed in obedience and in worship, are especially due to the Son of God from the saints. We see this in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:5, 6, 5:8, 13, 14). Stephen, in his dying prayer, fixed his faith and hope especially on the Son (Acts 7:59, 60). Stephen knew that the Son of man had power to forgive sins also. And this worship of the Lord Jesus, the apostle Paul declares, is the distinguishing characteristic of the saints (1 Cor. 1:2). 'Calling on the name of God' generally means the whole worship of God. So to call on the name of Jesus Christ is to give all worship to Christ, which is due to Him because He is God, the Son."
 

"Communion with the Holy Spirit. All worship is due also to the Holy Spirit, as He is God and He is the Spirit of grace. The great sin of unbelief is still described as opposition to, and resisting of, the Holy Spirit. So the Spirit is entitled to all instituted worship, as we see from the appointment of the administration of baptism in His name (Matt. 28:19)."
 

"So we see that there is no exercise of grace towards God, no act of divine worship given Him, no duty or obedience done for Him, but that they are distinctly directed to the Father, Son, and Spirit. Now in these and in ways similar to these, we have communion or fellowship with God. Therefore we have communion also with each person of the Godhead individually."
 

Friends, this is only an introduction that lays the groundwork for all that is to come in the book. I acknowledge I have skipped over many wonderful other explanations and distinctions Owen makes for the purpose of time. But not without at least some of these last distinctions of Owen in this chapter: "But there is this difference with each of the Persons of the Godhead. The Father communicates with us on the basis of His being the origin of all authority. The Son communicates with us out of a purchased treasury. The Holy Spirit communicates with us by direct personal working in us."
 

"The Father communicates all grace to us by His own authoritative will (John 5:21; James 1:18). Life-giving power is vested in the Father. Therefore in sending the Spirit to give us life, Christ is said to do it from the Father (John 14:26; 15:26). But Christ also sends the Spirit Himself (John 16:7)."
 

"The Son communicates to us out of a purchased treasury. 'Of His fullness have we all received' (John 1:16). And from where has Christ got His fullness? 'It pleased the Father that in Him all fullness should dwell' (Col. 1:19). And Paul tells us why that fullness was committed to Christ (Phil. 2:8-11). Christ also has authority to communicate His fullness to us (John 5:25-27; Matt. 28:18)."
 

"The Spirit communicates to us by directly working in us by His power. Romans 8:11: 'But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you'."
 

"In this text we see all the Persons of the Godhead agreeing to raise us from death to life. Here we see the Father authoritative raising of Jesus from the dead and His giving life to our mortal bodies. Here we see the Son's mediatory work. It is through His death that our bodies shall be raised from death. Here we see the Spirit's direct work, for by His dwelling in us, the Father will give life to our mortal bodies. So we have proved and demonstrated that saints have communion with each person of the Godhead."
 

Friends, keep in mind Owen is only giving his introduction here before he goes into the book he wrote concerning what the bible teaches us, shows us, and gives us in each person of the Godhead individually and how we might have communion with this God. Yes, I will admit John Owen is not easy to read or understand upon first glance. But I am left with this; I have the same bible he had. I was saved by and worship the same God he did. I was and am offered this same communion with this same God he was. Why then does it seem "like a different religion" from that which I'm so familiar with?
 

I'm also haunted by this question; how is it that such a man as Owen could be so transformed by, so much in love with, learn so much about, and have so much glorious communion with this same God that it sustained him through the death of all of his eleven children as they occurred over an extended period of time? How in living in such trying and difficult conditions as he found himself in the 1600's, could he find such an all-encompassing fulfillment and even delight in this God and in communion with Him?
 

The only conclusion that I can come to was that he was spared from a life of self-centeredness. He was not self-absorbed as we, and certainly I am at times. He did not see everything in terms of how important he was or even man was or that whatever God did was to elevate the importance of man. On the contrary, like most of the other Puritans and certainly the Reformers, in his heart burned a consuming passion for the glory of God. He understood, as it clearly shows us in the scriptures, that is the chief reason God has ever done or will ever do anything. When that took hold, the focus of his life changed. I believe he clearly knew the chief end of man was then to glorify God BY enjoying Him forever, and as He did hope was truly born anew, was sustained throughout his whole life, and even in the midst of the trials, affliction, tribulations, and suffering there was infinite joy in the creator and supplier of that joy -- God Himself.
 

He came to understand God was so vast and rich, so wise and sovereign, and so worthy of our true praise and glory, that he had to have more of Him. He continued to look and see God in and through all things, and the more he saw and learned of such a God, the more he had to have communion with this God, even with each Person of the Godhead Individually. 
 

Oh friends, at this point in our lives, by God's grace and the Spirit's power, may we begin to change our focus and develop the new (old) vision that can and does see accurately the sovereign work of grace in the sinner - as a mirror for the glory of God! May we truly feel, as Owen, the sustaining power of God's glory, so that we must have communion with such a God as this daily -- hourly -- moment by moment. Then we shall find Him all-sufficient and relish in His presence like a child whose been given the greatest of all gifts that they can't ever turn away from --- and may we begin to experience, show, and then let this limitless joy found in God overflow in our love for other people.
 

May this no longer be "a different religion", but that which becomes our very own; given by God the Father, purchased by Jesus Christ, and begun and sustained by the Holy Spirit; "For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen." (Romans 11:36)
 

TO BE CONTINUED 
 
For Christians, the best is always yet to come,
Ed D. Kleiman
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope)
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."
                                                                                                                                                       (Charles Spurgeon)
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