SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
 

In Scripture: "unto you therefore who believe He is precious" (1 Peter 2:7) 
How Precious is Christ? "Since He looked upon me my heart is not my own. He has run away to heaven with it." Samuel Rutherford

"We must know the Lord Jesus to admire Him, we must admire Him to love Him, and we must love Him to serve Him." Octavius Winslow

_______________________________________________________________________________
The Lord is Good to Me - Because He is Precious! PART 1
As the lingering struggle with my health continues to ebb & flow, I have been taught by the Lord a number of very needful things. God's present and future grace continues to be more than sufficient to keep getting me through. And especially the Lord has been teaching me -- God has indeed been very good to me. Oh there is none like the Lord. I can say with the Psalmist; "Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you." (Psalm 63:3) He is indeed precious to me!
"We have need, beloved, to be cautioned against an error into which some have fallen, that of exalting the work of Christ above the person of Christ...There would have been no glory in His achievements, no significance in His work, no efficacy in His blood, had there been no divine dignity and worth in His person...Thus it is the personal preciousness of Christ that imparts an official preciousness to His work."

So begins a most remarkable book by Octavius Winslow titled The Precious Things of God. Octavius Winslow (1808 - 1878) stood out as a one of the foremost evangelical preachers of the 19th Century. His Christ centered writings are richly devotional and warms the soul and inflames the heart with sincere love, reverence, and praise to Christ.

The first chapter alone in the book convicted me more than I have been in quite some time - perhaps ever. Praise God, I needed it. Oh what a wretch I am. But thanks be to God who provided the means of grace through this book  to draw me back from my hurried little ministry to that which is most important, most satisfying, all-conquering, and most glorious - Jesus Christ Himself!

That first chapter already has got me thinking much. But far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!
Let me share some of Octavious Winslow's words from the opening of his first chapter based on the text "unto you therefore who believe He is precious" (1 Peter 2:7) . If anyone would like to receive their own copy of this extraordinary book, just contact me at my email address edkleiman@afo.net and provide your address, and I will send it to you free.

We have need, beloved, to be cautioned against an error into which some have fallen, that of exalting the work of Christ above the person of Christ...There would have been no glory in His achievements, no significance in His work, no efficacy in His blood, had there been no divine dignity and worth in His person...Thus it is the personal preciousness of Christ that imparts an official preciousness to His work.

Think of His perfect humanity, a humanity free from sin, and therefore capable of dying for the ungodly, a humanity laden with sorrow, and therefore capable of sympathizing with the afflicted. Precious humanity to which, when other human friendships are changed, and other human love is chilled, and other human sympathy is exhausted, you may find it an evergreen, a perennial stream, a gushing fountain of unchanged affection, tenderness, and sympathy, meeting and satisfying, to their utmost capacity, your heart's deep pantings!

Nowhere does Jehovah-Jesus appear to the spiritual, believing mind so exalted as when He stoops, so glorious as when in eclipse, so holy as when bearing sin, so loving as when enduring its punishment, and so triumphant as when vanquished upon the cross! Believer, demonstrate your sense of the preciousness of this great sacrifice by bringing to it daily sins, by drawing from it hourly comfort, and by laying yourself upon it, body, soul, and spirit, a living sacrifice unto God.

Oh, how blessed it is to be under the holy, benevolent, and gentle government of Christ, whose scepter is a scepter of righteousness, so mild and loving in its sway that "He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax." Precious is He as a Brother, our kinsmen-redeemer, our next of kin, claiming and exercising as such the right of redemption, and proving Himself, by His help and comfort in all the calamities of His brethren, to be a Brother born for adversity.

But to whom is Christ precious? This is a most important question. He is not precious to all. It is a privileged class, a peculiar people, a little flock, few and scattered, hidden and unknown, who feel the Savior's preciousness. Only to the believer is Christ precious. There cannot possibly be a felt conviction of the worth of an object of which we have no intelligent and clear perception. There must be something to create interest, to awaken admiration, to inspire love; the object must be seen, known, and tried.

Faith sees Christ, and as Christ is seen His excellence is recognized; and as His excellence unfolds, so He becomes an object of endearment to the heart! Faith sees majesty in His lowliness, dignity in His condescension, honor in His humiliation, beauty in His tears, and transcendent, surpassing glory in His cross! We must know the Lord Jesus to admire Him, we must admire Him to love Him, and we must love Him to serve Him.

"I see Him," exclaims the believer, "to be exactly the Christ I need. His fullness meets my emptiness. His blood cleanses my guilt. His grace subdues my sin. His patience bears with my infirmities. His gentleness relieves my weakness. His love quickens my obedience. His sympathy soothes my sorrows. His beauty charms my eye. All is mine because Christ is mine, and I am Christ's."

And in proportion as you thus deal with Christ, individually traveling to Him, living upon Him, living out of Him, dealing as personally with Him as He deals personally with you, He will involve Himself in your concerns, and will become growingly precious to your soul.

Charles Spurgeon said of the same text of scripture: "you can gauge someone's Christianity by just how precious Jesus Christ is to them. Is He more precious than anything else? Is He more precious than everything else?

May it be so especially at this Christmastime. With or without health, with or without family, with or without gifts or celebrations one thing remains certain: "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6). "She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21). "Unto you who believe He is precious." (1 Peter 2:7).

"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!" (2 Corinthians 9:15).  

 Ed D. Kleiman
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."
                                                                                                                                                               (Charles Spurgeon)
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