            Something To Think & PRAY About!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
In Scripture: "For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:36)
How Important is 

God's Glory in Prayer: "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the FATHER May Be GLORIFIED In The SON” (John 14:13 emphasis added)
How Important should 

God's Glory be to Us:  "God in seeking His glory seeks the good of His creatures, because the emanation of His glory...implies the...happiness of His creatures. And in communicating His fullness for them, He does it for Himself, because their good, which He seeks, is so much in union and communion with Himself. God is their good" (Jonathan Edwards). 
 

        _________________________________________________________________________________________
 
"To Christ alone and always be the glory!"
During construction of Emerson Hall at Harvard University, President Charles Eliot invited psychologist and philosopher William James to suggest a suitable inscription for the stone lintel over the doors of the new home of the philosophy department.

After some reflection, James sent Eliot a line from the Greek philosopher Protagoras: “Man is the measure of all things.”

James never heard back from Eliot, so his curiosity was piqued when he spotted artisans working on a scaffold hidden by a canvas. One morning the scaffold and canvas were gone. The inscription? “What is man that thou art mindful of him?”

Eliot had replaced James’s suggestion with words from the Psalmist. Between these two lines lies the great distance between a God-centered and man-centered point of view.

From my travels both here in the States and abroad, these two different point of views could not be seen more clearly as they are played out in churches and lived out in their people. In fact, when watching when and how God moves and why, it has reinforced something I have long known and believed because the Bible is saturated with it, which the above illustration alludes to. The problem is that it is in short supply today in many Christian ministries and churches.

 

What really brought this to my mind was that some time ago I ran across an article the late James Montgomery Boice wrote at the turn of the new millennium as I believe he was reflecting on the very same thing. Along with the recent events I experienced and witnessed, this article got me thinking. In fact, it got me thinking ..... then praying!

We often hear about revival. All of us should desire it in our own lives, churches, and the land we live in. I am convinced though there is always a key element in every revival. In fact, I'm convinced it is the same element that is found in every act God has ever done or ever will do. Let me first quote James Montgomery Boice and then let us see if the scriptures bear this out.

 

In the first issue of Modern Reformation in 2,000, he tells the story of "Haldane's Revival." It was called that after a Scotsman named Robert Haldane (1764-1842). Boice said; "After his conversion, Haldane became concerned with the evangelization of Europe, a passion which found him in the city of Geneva in the fall of 1815."

 


"Robert Haldane was sitting on a park bench by the lake of Geneva one day when he got into a conversation with some university students. They were studying for the ministry, but they were clearly not converted. So Haldane invited them to his flat in the old city, not far from the great church once pastored by John Calvin, where they participated that winter in what we would call a Bible study. Haldane taught them from the book of Romans, on which he would eventually write a great commentary."

 

"Each of those young men was soundly converted through that study and became an effective leader in the revival that followed. These men were so effective in this work that a professor in the university named Monsieur Cheneviers later 
wrote to Haldane to ask what it was that had gotten into these young students, which had so profoundly transformed them and made them such effective Christian workers."

 

"Haldane answered in a letter that is now part of his commentary. He said it was a study of the last verses of Romans 11, particularly verse 36, in which God is pictured as His own last end in everything He does: 'for from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen'. He said it was understanding that 'the manifestation of the glory of God is the great end of creation, that He has Himself chiefly in view in all His works and dispensations, and that it is a purpose in which He requires that all His intelligent creatures should acquiesce, and seek and promote it as their first and paramount duty'."

 

James Montgomery Boice then added; "I think that is what is chiefly lacking in today's church." I would add, I am absolutely convinced he was right, and it still is. But do the scriptures teach this? Do they really show God's glory is paramount in God's affections? I thought we were. Could I have been mistaken? Could we be mistaken and could this be the very reason we are not seeing a great movement of God today like many of us do desire? Because we are more concerned with ourselves and what we want from God, than we are with His glory! 
 

In Numbers 14:21 we hear God make the following declaration: "As I live, all the Earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord." That's fine, but what are some of the ways, or can we even tell, how God is going to bring this about? Did God really mean that?
 

Isaiah 43:7 tells us God created us for His glory. "Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for my glory, whom I have formed, even whom I made." Friends, could that be right? Were we really created for God's glory? That's what His word says. Can you see the implications of that?
 

Being a Jewish believer, other Christians sometimes ask me; why did God choose Israel? Isaiah 49:3 shows it was to display God's glory. "And He said to Me, ‘You are My Servant, Israel, in Whom I will show My glory’.” But it doesn't stop there. In fact, it only begins. Psalm 106:7-8 shows God delivered the Israelites from Egypt for His glory. Romans 3:25-26 says how God put His Son to death to display the glory of His vindicated righteousness. John 16:14 states that God sent the Holy Spirit to glorify His Son.
 

Ephesians 1:5-6 explains how God predestined and chose us before the foundations of the world, for His glory. 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 tells us that God sanctifies us for His glory. 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10 even tells us why Jesus is coming back. God is sending His Son a second time to receive the glory due Him. And in the end we have the assurance of Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." So finally we are simply told in 1 Corinthians 10:31; whatever we do - do all for the glory of God.
 

What then, does all this have to do with our praying? Just this; God's glory is so important to God, that that's the very reason God will answer our prayers. Jesus Himself said in John 14:13; "Whatever you ask in My name, I will do it that the Father may be   glorified in the Son." 
 

Friends, we can't miss this. Not if we truly ever expect to see revival. This is the most important thing to God. So much so that all are under judgment for dishonoring God's glory. Romans 1:22-23 tells us they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images. And Romans 3:23, which we all should know states the importance of this, this way; "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."
 

John Piper puts it this way; “In Isaiah 48:9-11, there are six hammer blows to a man-centered (as opposed to a God-centered) way of looking at the world. Isaiah 48:9-11 God states; For the sake of My name I delay my wrath, And for My praise I restrain it for you, In order not to cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My name be profaned? And my glory I will not give to another” (emphasis added).
At the beginning of the year 2000, James Montgomery Boice ended his plea for Christians and the church to awaken so that reformation would once more come to the church and revival would sweep through the land by saying; "God has said, 'I am the Lord; that is my name: I will not give my glory to another' (Is. 42:8). Until we understand that and begin 
to conform our desires and aspirations to it, we will not see the reformation we say we want. But we can be revived. It has happened before. Why not now?"
I personally believe it could not be any clearer. God’s gory is the driving force of all of redemptive history. From start to finish, the scriptures bear it out. Robert Haldane discovered it and revival did take place. James Montgomery Boice knew it and tried to call us back to it.

Boice was right when he said; “But we can be revived. It has happened before. Why not now?" Why not now indeed? Whether in Wisconsin or Odessa, St. Louis or Warsaw, Iowa or Romania, Libby, Montana or Kosice, Slovakia, Kiev, or Radom, Poland; when we truly understand the importance of God's glory to God, conform and align our desires, efforts, and prayers with it, God will move and move decisively. So much so that one day, and may that day be soon, we have the assurance; "The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea”. Because; "for from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen" (Romans 11:36).
                                                                 
 To Christ alone and always be the glory,
Ed D. Kleiman 
(Prayer Coordinator - Messengers of Hope) 

P.S."It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)                                                                                                                                                 
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