        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!  
                                                                  ("I think, therefore I pray!")
 
In Scripture: "So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:49-50).  
How Important is Hell? “Think lightly of hell and you will think lightly of the cross.” (Charles Spurgeon) 

“The Scripture tells us that in hell there are three things: there is darkness, there is fire, and there are chains.”  

                                                                                                                                   (Puritan Thomas Watson)

“Formal professors and carnal gospelers have a thing like faith, and like sorrow, and like true repentance, and like good desires, but yet they be but pictures; they deceive others and themselves too…most of them that live in the church shall perish”. (Thomas Shepard, Puritan pastor and founder of Harvard University)

                                             ___________________________________________________________

       
"To Hell with Hell?" PART 1
“He’s not really going to be talking about this?” That was a comment I heard by a Polish man sharing after a Men’s Conference I spoke at earlier this year in Poland. He said that when I began to deal biblically and directly on the subject of sexual immorality, he couldn’t believe what he was hearing. But he went on to say how thankful he was the Lord brought him to that conference and just how important it was that he heard those things he said he never heard before.

Perhaps I’ve been impacted greatly by passages like Acts 20:26-27; “Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God”. Or James 3:1; “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment”. Or even 2 Timothy 3:16; “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness”. But I still believe the power lies in God’s Spirit using God’s Word and that the whole counsel of God is to be proclaimed, for the good of all.

A subject I can’t remember hearing preached on in my almost thirteen years since God granted me salvation is hell. How could that be? Is the Bible not telling the truth about it? Why would Jesus speak more about it than heaven if it were not important? Who are we to pretend like it doesn’t exist and take it upon ourselves to ignore it -- at our own peril? 

Recently, reading something by William Nichols really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

In a message titled, The Terrors of Hell Nichols said: “The doctrine of hell is one of the most neglected doctrines in all of Scripture. When hell is mentioned today, it is generally ridiculed. This is not hard to understand. Natural men hate the idea of being held accountable for their lives to a holy God, because they love sin and do not wish to part with it. Men live their lives thinking that maybe if they ignore a difficulty long enough, it will go away. Even conservative religious leaders are now attacking hell. Let men do what they will, the frivolous objections of the foolish will not do away with hell.”

“Amid the clamor to annihilate hell, those who believe the Bible to be true must stand and speak. Your consideration of the terrors of hell may be one of the most important things you can do in this life. ‘Then he who hears the sound of the trumpet, and does not take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his own head’.” (Ezekiel 33:4)

“It is not just what we hear which makes up what we believe, it is what we don’t hear as well which helps to form our belief system.”

The Necessity of Hell

“Most who scoff at hell today probably do so for several reasons. I can hear someone say, ‘But isn’t eternal torment in hell inconsistent with a merciful and loving God?’ A misunderstanding of the character of God and the nature of sin can easily lead to such questions. Why is hell necessary? Let us examine reasons for the necessity of Hell.”

The Great Evil in Sin and the Holiness of God

“If we saw sin as the greatest evil in the world and realized that every sin is a rejection of God’s rule over us, a sneering at Him, a shaking of our fist in His face, and a hurling of dung at Him, we would begin to understand a small bit of what our sin is like to God. Every time we sin, we either set ourselves, or a pet lust, up in our hearts as a rival god. Sin rejects the Creator as God and sets up the creature in His place.”

“Absolute holiness cannot tolerate the least sin. “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?’ (Jeremiah 17:9). The corruption in the heart causes us to be deceived about the awfulness of sin as well as many other things.”

Divine Justice

“Even one sin against God calls for God to vindicate His name and His justice by punishing it as fully as it deserves. He promises to do so in Romans 12:19 where it says, ‘leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ One of the greatest preachers who ever lived, Jonathan Edwards, wrote, “The glory of God is the greatest good; it is that which is the chief end of creation; it is of greater importance than anything else. But this is one way wherein God will glorify Himself, as in the eternal destruction of ungodly men He will glorify His justice. Therein He will appear as a just governor of the world’.”

A Description of Hell

“Hell is a furnace of unquenchable fire, a place of everlasting punishment, where its victims are tormented in both their bodies and their minds in accordance with their sinful nature, their actual sins committed, and the amount of spiritual light given to them, which they rejected. Hell is a place from which God’s mercy and goodness have been withdrawn, where God’s wrath is revealed as a terrifying, consuming fire, and men live with unfulfilled lusts and desires in torment forever and ever.”

“In Matthew 13:47-50 the Lord Jesus tells a parable relating to the judgment. In verses 49-50, the Lord describes the fate of the wicked: ‘So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

In examining these words of the Lord Jesus we should first notice that hell is described as being a furnace of fire. Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace was heated seven times hotter than normal and is described as a ‘furnace of blazing fire’ (Daniel 3:23). John the Baptist spoke of ‘unquenchable fire’ and Revelation describes hell as a ‘lake of fire burning with brimstone’ (Rev. 19:20). Can we really imagine the horror of which those words speak? Imagine every part of your body on fire at the same time, so that every fiber of your being felt the intense torment of being burned. How long could you endure such punishment?”

“Jonathan Edwards describes in graphic language what the fires of hell will be like: ‘Some of you have seen buildings on fire; imagine therefore with yourselves…if you were in the midst of so great and fierce a fire. You have often seen a spider or some other insect, when thrown into the midst of a fierce fire, and have observed how immediately it yields to the force of the flames. There is no long struggle, no fighting against the fire, no strength exerted to oppose the heat, or to fly from it; but it immediately stretches forth and yields; and the fire takes possession of it, and at once it becomes full of fire. Here is a little image of what you will be in hell, except you repent and fly to Christ’.”

‘Hell is described as a place of darkness. The Lord tells us of the guest without wedding clothes who was cast ‘into outer darkness’ (Matt.22:13). Jude writes of those in hell “for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever’ (Jude 13).”

“The ungodly on earth ignorantly dance for joy when they hear pastors speak about the love and mercy of God, but they will be the beneficiaries of neither, unless they repent. To them God will be an all consuming fire. Hebrews 10:30-31 warns: ‘For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.’ You shall not escape hell, sinner. His wrath will consume you and be poured upon you as long as He exists. ‘Who understands the power of Thine anger?’ (Psalm 90:11).”

“In Luke 16:19-26 Christ tells us of two men. One of them is rich (he has traditionally been called Dives); the other man was poor (his name was Lazarus). Both men died. The poor man was carried by angels to heaven and the rich man went to hell. The rich man did not go to hell because he was rich, nor did the poor man go to heaven simply because he was poor. The Lord shows us through this contrast that our circumstances may change drastically when we pass from time into eternity. We are not to be fooled that just because God may not have dealt harshly with us here, that He will not do so after death.” 

“Verses 23-24 indicate to us that Dives is ‘in torment’. What does it mean to be ‘in torment?’ This torment refers to both torment in body and torment in soul as well. As we have seen, men’s bodies will be tormented in a furnace of fire. Every part of the body will feel the pain of that fire. If your body were afflicted with many different and painful diseases all at the same time, you still would not begin to approach the pain of the damned in hell.”

“Men’s consciences shall be in torment in hell as well. Dives is told to ‘remember that during your life.’ Men will be tormented with extreme pain, but they will also be tormented by their own memories. They will remember hearing of hell and scoffing at it. They will remember being warned and told to repent or told that accepting the blessings of heaven without submitting to Christ as Lord falls short of salvation, but they took no heed to those warnings. They will be tormented by seeing at a distance the glories of heaven (as Dives was able to do), and knowing that for all eternity they will be damned. 
They will be tormented by the knowledge that they will never escape from hell (Dives is told that ‘neither can you pass to us’). They will be tormented by the cries, shrieks, and curses of the damned around them.”

“Jonathan Edwards speaks of men unable to find even a moment of relief in hell in his sermon on The Future Punishment of the Wicked: ‘Nor will they ever be able to find anything to relieve them in hell. They will never find any resting place there; any secret corner, which will be cooler than the rest, where they may have a little respite, a small abatement of the extremity of their torment. They never will be able to find any cooling stream or fountain, in any part of that world of torment; no, nor so much as a drop of water to cool their tongues. They will find no company to give them any comfort, or do them the least good. They will find no place, where they can remain, and rest, and take breath for one minute: for they will be tormented with fire and brimstone; and they will have no rest day or night forever and ever’.”

The Eternity of Hell

“The most terrifying aspect of all about hell is its length or duration. Hell is eternal. Hell will last forever. It is not surprising that skeptics of all ages have attacked the eternal nature of hell, substituting doctrines like the annihilation of the wicked in its place. Let us look at the Scriptures to verify the eternal nature of hell and to try to understand eternity better.”

“Revelation 20:10; ‘And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever’. This very clearly gives us the duration of hell. If the Spirit of God wanted to communicate the eternal nature of hell to men what could communicate it better than the expression ‘forever and ever?’ The Scripture has no higher expression which is used to denote eternity than ‘forever and ever’ for it is the very phrase used to tell us of the eternal existence of God Himself, as in Revelation 4:9; ‘to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever.’ Does anyone doubt that God will live to all eternity? How then can you doubt that hell will not last to all eternity when the same expression is used for both?”

“Christ, describing the great day of judgment, tells of the separation of the wicked and the righteous using these words: ‘And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life’ (Matthew 25:46). Is there anyone who would deny that heaven exists eternally? Will the lives of the blessed in heaven be brought to an end one day? Of course not. Hell will last as long as heaven does.”

Friends, this is a good place to bring this part to a close. Why? Because it has already given us much to think about. In many ways I would have liked to have started with what I will finish with next time. That is the application this has to believers and unbelievers alike. Then we shall see, understand, and yes, even appreciate why this must be included whenever anyone; pastor, missionary, evangelist, friend, is proclaiming the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

Surely there must be a reason it is referred to as much as it is in Holy Scripture, and spoken of as much as it is by our Lord Jesus Himself. May we not fool ourselves, or others any longer, but rather ponder and meditate on this now, and then be challenged to see how it must apply in our own lives, no matter where we think we stand with God, and how it’s meant to apply in the lives of others. We can no longer say - to hell with hell!

 

We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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