        SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
In Scripture: ". . . Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick." (John 11:3)

"For man is born for trouble, As sparks fly upward." (Job 5:7)

"strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22)

How Important are “Afflictions, Trials, Trouble, Tribulations, Sickness, or Suffering”? “One son God hath without sin, but none without sorrow." (Puritan John Trapp)

"Affliction may be lasting, but it is not everlasting."(Thomas Watson)

"You may not say, because you are certain that the Lord loves you, that therefore he will not allow you to be tried, because that is clearly contrary to Scripture."
"I would sooner feel God's hand heavy upon me than to be forsaken of him." (Above two quotes by Charles Spurgeon)

____________________________________________________________________

       
"Lord, he whom You love is sick!"
Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22) -- is the way I start most classes teaching new missionary students with International Messengers. By time the week, or at least the second week I teach is ending, most are tired of hearing; "trials, tribulations, suffering, and affliction await."

Perhaps fond to a select few, others find disturbing my bidding farewell: "Much love and many tribulations." But it seems to be applicable in the life of the Christian - at least according to the Scriptures. So as I write this struggling with increasing back pain (which only seems appropriate), after asking for prayer and seeing three neurosurgeons, I too needed "encouraging to continue in the faith, (being reminded) through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22).

I have recently once again turned to my good friend Robert Murray McCheyne. Some accounts say shortly after his 18th birthday in 1831, his older brother David died. McCheyne regarded that day as decisive in his own conversion. Robert Murray McCheyne died of typhus before his 30th birthday, but left a legacy that still impacts people to this day.

The Lord has used McCheyne much in my life. Recently I turned to another obscure publication of McCheyne's for just such a time as this titled; Bethany-Discovering Christ's Love in Times of Suffering-When Heaven Seems Silent. It has already really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

I'll share, this time, just a part of the opening of this wonderful book. First commenting on John 11:1-4; "Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, he whom You love is ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, "This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it," McCheyne wrote:

"Man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward." (Job 5:7).  Sickness goes round - it spares no family, rich or poor. Sometimes the young, sometimes the old. The reasons why God sends sickness are very various:

1) In some it is sent for the conversion of the soul. God sometimes draws you aside into a sick-bed, and shows you the sin of your heart, the vanity of worldly pleasures, and drives the soul to seek a sure resting-place for eternity in Christ. O happy sickness that draws the soul to Jesus! (Job 33); (Psalm 107)

2) Sometimes it is for the conversion of friends. When the Covenanters went out to battle, they kneeled down on the field and prayed; and this was one of their prayers: "Lord, take the ripe, and spare the green." God sometimes does this in families. He cuts down the praying child, the child that was half ridiculed, half wondered at, that the rest may think, and turn, and pray.
3) Sometimes it is a frown of judgment. When worldly people go long on in a course of sin, against the light of the Bible and the warnings of ministers, God sometimes frowns upon them, and they wither suddenly. "He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, Will suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." (Prov. 29:1). " That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died." (1 Cor. 11:30).

4) Another case is now before us -- that of a child of God sick, that Christ might be glorified in him.

I. The case - the person: "Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus." Lazarus was evidently a child of God, and yet Lazarus was sick. He was peculiarly loved by Christ: "He whom You love is sick." One thing is certain -- Jesus loved him, and yet Lazarus was sick.

1) Learn not to judge others because of affliction. Job's three friends tried to show him that he must be a hypocrite and a bad man, because God afflicted him. They did not know that God afflicts His own dear children. Lazarus was sick; and the beggar Lazarus was full of sores; and Hezekiah was sick, even unto death; and yet all were peculiarly dear to Jesus.

2) God's children should not doubt His love when He afflicts. Christ loved Lazarus peculiarly, and yet he afflicted him very sore. A surgeon never bends his eye so tenderly upon his patient, as when he is putting in the scalpel, or probing the wound to the very bottom. And so with Christ; He bends His eye most tenderly over His own at the time He is afflicting them. Do not doubt the holy love of Jesus to your soul when He is laying a heavy hand upon you. Jesus did not love Lazarus less when He afflicted him, but rather more -- "For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights." (Proverbs 3:12).

II. The place: "Of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha." Jesus knew it only as "the town of Mary and her sister Martha."

When worldly people think of our town, they call it the town of some rich merchant - some leading man in public matters -- some great politician. Dear believers, how great the love of Christ to you! He knows the town where you live -- the house where you dwell -- the room where you pray. Often He stands at the door -- often He puts in His hand at the hole of the door: "I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me." (Isaiah 49:16). Like a bridegroom loving the place where his bride dwells, so Christ often says: There they dwell for whom I died. Learn to be like Christ in this. A believer should be like Jesus - he should love the spots where believers dwell.

III. The Message. 1)  "The sisters therefore sent to Him." This seems to have been their very first recourse when the sickness came on -- "The sisters therefore sent to Him." They knew that He had a heart to bleed for every kind of grief; and therefore they sent to Jesus. This is what you should do: "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me." (Psalm 50:15). Remember there is no grief too great to carry to Him, and none too small: "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." (Phil. 4:6). " Cast your burden on the LORD." (Psalm 55:22). Whatever it be, take it to Jesus. Some trust Christ with their soul, but not with their body -- with their salvation, but not with their health. He loves to be sent for in our smallest troubles.

2) The argument: "He whom You love is sick." If a worldly person had been sending to Christ, he would have sent a very different argument. He would have said:"He who loves Thee is sick." (But) here is one who has believed on Thy name. Here is one that has confessed Thee before the world -- suffered reproach and scorn for Thy sake. Martha and Mary knew better how to plead with Jesus. The only argument was in Jesus' breast: "He whom You love is sick."

He loved him with an electing love. Freely from all eternity Jesus loved him. With a drawing love. He drew him from under wrath -- from serving sin. With a pardoning love. He drew him to Himself, and blotted out all his sin. With an upholding love. He for whom He died, He chose, washed, and kept till now. "He whom You love is sick."

Learn thus to plead with Christ, dear believers. Often you do not receive, because you do not ask aright: "You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures." (James 4:3). Often you ask proudly, as if you were somebody; so that if Christ were to grant it, He would only be fattening your lusts. Learn to lie in the dust, and plead only His own free love. You have loved me for no good thing in me: -- 

"Chosen, not for good in me;

Wakened up from wrath to flee;

Hidden in the Savior's side;

By the Spirit sanctified."

3) A holy delicacy in prayer. They lay the object at His feet, and leave it there. They do not say: Come and heal him; come quickly, Lord. They know His love -- they believe His wisdom. They leave the case in His hands: "Lord, he whom You love is sick." "They laid them down at His feet; and He healed them." (Matthew 15:30). "Let your requests be made known unto God." (Phil. 4:6).

Learn that urgency in prayer does not so much consist in vehement pleading, as in vehement believing. He that believes most the love and power of Jesus, will obtain most in prayer. Indeed the Bible does not forbid you using all arguments, and asking for express gifts, such as healing for sick friends. "My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so that she will get well and live." (Mark 5:23). "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed." (Matt. 8:8). Still there is a holy delicacy in prayer, which some believers know how to use. Like these two sisters, lay the object at His feet, saying: "Lord, he whom You love is sick."

IV. The answer. 1) A word of promise. "This sickness is not unto death." This was an immediate answer to prayer. He did not come -- He did not heal; but He sent them a word enough to make them happy: "This sickness is not unto death." But Lazarus breathes his last -- he is dead; and yet Jesus said: "Not unto death!" What could He mean by saying, "not unto death?"

Learn to trust Christ's word, whatever sight may say. We live in dark times. The enemies of the Church are becoming more desperate. The cause of Christ is everywhere threatened. But we have a sweet word of promise:

 "This sickness is not unto death." Darker times are coming yet. The clouds will break and deluge our country soon with a flood of infidelity, and many will be like Mary -- heart-broken. Has the Lord's word failed? No, never!

"This sickness is not unto death." The dry bones of Israel shall live. Jesus shall reign till all His enemies are put under His feet, and the whole world shall soon enjoy a real Sabbath.

2) The explanation: "But for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it." Some might ask, Why then, was Lazarus sick? Answer. "For the glory of God." Christ was thereby in an eminent manner made known. (1) His amazing love to His own was seen, when He wept at the grave. (2) His power to raise the dead. He was shown to be the resurrection and the life when He cried, "Lazarus, come forth." Christ was glorified far more than if Lazarus had not been sick and died.

(1.) So in all the sufferings of God's people. Sometimes a child of God says: Lord, what will You have me to do? I will teach - preach - do great things for You. Sometimes the answer is: Thou shall suffer for My sake.

(2.) It shows the power of Christ's blood - when it gives peace in an hour of trouble - when it can make happy in sickness, poverty, persecution, and death. Do not be surprised if you suffer, but glorify God.

(3.) It brings out graces that cannot be seen in times of health. It is the treading of the grapes that brings out the sweet juices of the vine; so it is affliction that draws forth submission, being weaned from the world, and complete rest in God. Use afflictions while you have them.

Praying I use them well, in fact, for the glory of God! Much love and many tribulations!
Ed D. Kleiman
P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." 
                                                                                                                                                                (Charles Spurgeon)
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