An Introduction to 

Biblical Repentance

“For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without, regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.”  (2 (Corinthians 7:10).
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REPENTANCE IS AT THE VERY HEART OF AND PROVES ONE’S SALVATION

John the Baptist readied a people for the Lord by preaching repentance:  “And he came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3).  He warned them to, “bring forth fruits in keeping with repentance” (Luke 3:8).

Paul preached repentance towards God, “solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ:  (Acts 20:21).  Faith is the flip side of repentance, they are inseparable!  REPENTANCE MEANS TURNING FROM SIN AND FAITH MEANS TURNING TO THE SAVIOR.

Jesus’ first words of his public ministry also involved repentance.  “…Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel'” (Mark 1:1-15).


REPENTANCE involves several aspects:
1)
 Knowing– sin is recognized









2)
A Feeling – sin is disliked









3)
A Willingness - sin is disowned

Real repentance is both a turning from and a turning to.  It involves both an abandonment and an acceptance.  Abandonment of the old ways and acceptance of the new ways.

Repentance literally means “a change of mind”.  However, a true change of mind will always result in a change in manners.

Repentance always represents an end of human attempt to earn God’s favor.  It involves nothing less than a complete change of heart, attitude, interest, and direction.

Repentance represents the end of human attempt to earn God’s favor because it is not a human work – it is granted by God.  Peter says, “Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18).  Paul says, “…if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth (2 Timothy 2:25).



(over)((
REPENTANCE & CONVERSION

There are two aspects of conversion we see then; repentance and faith…and conversion will always result in a changed life!

Paul, when writing to the church at Thessalonica illustrates this very clearly.  He says, “…how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God:” (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

Paul shows us 3 things:
1)
“Turned from idols” – (repentance) 
2) “Turned to God”– (faith)
3) “To serve a living and true God – (changed life)

Peter also states clearly the command¨ “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19 NKJV).


ONE OF THE VERY ASPECTS OF GOD’S GOODNESS, IS HIS ADMONITION TO REPENT.  God constantly warns sinners of their fate, demonstrating the heart of a compassionate Creator.

God even bestows earthly benefits to all mankind, referred to as “common grace” …but for a reason.  Paul tells us, “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”  (Romans 2:4).
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