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INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT

IT IS SAID THAT THE CLIMATE IN THE CHURCH TODAY IS ACTUALLY INTOLERANT OF DISCERNMENT.

THE CALL FOR DISCERNMENT: (1 Thessalonians 5:21) “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.”  Discernment comes out of a desire born out of humility.  A humility that says, “I don’t know and I don’t trust my own judgment, I must become discerning.”

SCRIPTURE:
(Discernment flourishes only in an environment of intense faithful Bible study.)  “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the Word of truth ” (2 Timothy 2:15)

(Intercessory) PRAYER: “We have not ceased to PRAY for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” (Colossians 1:9)

“And this I PRAY, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent...”(Philippians 1:9-10).  Love is the natural byproduct of discernment.

••• MATURING / EQUIPPING / PERFECTING THE SAINTS •••
· This is the issue of the Church.  Our task is not to worry about who’s not here — it is to perfect the ones that are.  They will do the work of the ministry themselves and the Church will be built up.

EPHESIANS 4:11-16 -The phrase that keys this whole section is in verse 12, “perfecting the saints” and everything that comes from then on is a result of that.

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edification of the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12 - KJV.)

“Perfect”, in the Greek, means: mature, fully-equipped, complete, and full-grown *(not necessarily absolutely sinless).

1) Positional Perfection (Hebrews 10:14) “For by one offering (Jesus) He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (perfect standing before God) - Comes by salvation / righteousness of Christ is imputed to you. (Christ does this.)
2) Ultimate Perfection (Hebrews 12:23) “...spirits of just (righteous) men made perfect” - comes by glorification /when you die and go to be with the Lord. (God does this.)

3) Practical Perfection -This involves the living in the here and now (match our practice to our position) comes by sanctification / (the process of maturity as a Christian). (We do this; this is our task-under the guidance and in the power of the Holy Spirit.)

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:48) says: “Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is                    perfect.”

•
2 Corinthians 13:11 - Final words of Pau1 to the Corinthians-after 29 chapters: “Finally, brother, farewell.  Be perfect”  That sums up 29 chapters! (“I want your maturity.”)

•
The writer of Hebrews has the same sentiment (Hebrews 12:20-21): “Now the God of peace ...(v. 21) make you perfect in every good work to do His will.”
•
1 Peter 5:10 – Peter says: “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect.”

Whether it was Paul, the writer of Hebrews, Peter, or Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, the principle is the same – the job is to make the saints perfect or mature.  Nothing less than that satisfies the heart of God!

“HOW DO YOU GET THERE?”

THE AGENCY FOR PERFECTION IS THE HOLY SPIRIT!
The Galatians were originally ministered to by the apostle Paul.  Many were wonderfully saved.  Great things had happened, but then they began to follow a path of legalism.  They were going to mature themselves.  “Are you so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?” (Galatians 3:3)
Unless your life is yielded to the energy and the Spirit of God, there’s no growth principle operating!

     “WHAT KIND OF TOOLS DOES THE SPIRIT USE?”
1. Trials or tests - (James 1:2-4) (KJV):  ”My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into temptations and various trials.  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting (lacking) in nothing.”
2. Suffering - (1 Peter 5:10) (paraphrased): Christ Jesus and God are working to perfect you - after you have suffered a while.

These first two tools are God’s business.

DIFFERENT MEN OF GOD NOW COME INTO PLAY

3. SCRIPTURE - (2 Timothy 3:1 6-1 7) (KJ V): “All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine (teaching), for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  The goal is this -- that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
4. PRAYER - (Colossians 4:12) (KJV): “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers & that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”

THROUGH TEACHING AND LEARNING SCRIPTURE, AND PRAYER, THE SAINTS WILL BE

SPIRITUALLY MATURE, EQUIPPED, PERFECT.  THEN THEY WILL DO THE WORK OF

THE MINISTRY, AND THE BODY OF CHRIST WILL BE BUILT UP!




SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT AND SPIRITURAL MATURITY


a 2-Part Need


SCRIPTURE and PRAYER
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