FAITH AS SCRIPTURE DESCRIBES IT

“There is none who understands.  There is none who seeks God” (Romans 3:11)
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Left to ourselves, no one would ever believe: “There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God” (Romans 3:11).  So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Romans 9:16).  God draws the sinner to Christ and gives the ability to believe.  Without that divinely generated faith, one cannot understand and approach the Savior.  “A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” (1 Corinthians 2:14).
Sinners never seek God on their own (Romans 3:11).  In our natural, fallen state we are dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1), excluded from the life of God (Ephesians 4:18), and therefore totally unable and unwilling to seek God.
Consistently the Scriptures teach that faith is not conjured up by the human will but is a sovereignly-granted gift of God.  Only when we are touched by the sovereign, convicting power of God, do we move toward Him.  Jesus said, “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent me draws Him” (John 6:44).  And “No one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father.” (John 6:65).
Whenever someone seeks God, you can be certain it is a response to the prompting of a seeking God.  We would not love Him if He had not first loved us (1 John 4.19).
Nevertheless, God invites sinners to seek.  Isaiah 55:6 says, “seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.”  Jeremiah 29:13 says, “You will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me, with all your heart.”  God says in Amos 5:4, “seek Me that you may live.”  Jesus said, “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) and “seek, and you shall find” (Matthew 7:7).
The Bible clearly teaches both election and human responsibility.  Both doctrines are fully true.  Election is a fact that does not exclude human responsibility or people’s personal response by faith.  Jesus said, “The one who comes to me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).  Admittedly the two concepts of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility don’t seem to go together.  However, both are true separately, and we must accept by faith that paradox.  Our faith and salvation rest entirely on God’s election of us, and yet the day a person comes to Jesus Christ, that person comes because he or she desires to.  Yet even that desire is given to us by God, and He supplies the necessary faith so we can believe.  If salvation depends on us, then praise to God is ridiculous.  The doctrine of election allows God to be God.
Salvation always results because God first pursues sinners, not because sinners first seek God.  In John 15:16 Jesus said to His disciples, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you.”  Luke 19:10 says, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  In Scripture, Christ is always portrayed as the seeking Savior.

Teaching theology to a heathen will not bring him to faith in Christ.  He may intellectually accept a list of Gospel facts, but without a divine miracle to open his blind eyes and give him a new heart, he will be a theologically informed pagan, not a Christian.

If on the other hand, salvation is truly a work of God, it cannot be deficient.  It cannot fail to impact an individual’s behavior.  It cannot leave his desires unchanged or his conduct unaltered.

Faith is graciously given to believers by God Himself.  As a divine gift, faith is neither transient nor impotent. It has an abiding quality that guarantees that it will endure to the end.  The familiar words of Habakkuk 2:4, “The righteous will live by his faith” (cf. Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38), speak not of a momentary act of believing, but of a living, enduring trust in God.  Hebrews 3:14 emphasizes the permanence of genuine faith.  It’s very durability is proof of its reality:  “We have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end.”

Salvation is a work of God.  This salvation cannot be defective in any dimension.  As a part of His saving work, God will produce repentance, faith, sanctification, obedience, and ultimately glorification.  Since He is not dependent on human effort in producing these elements, an experience that lacks any of them cannot be the saving work of God.
•
“For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), and “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6).

•
“Faithful is He who calls .you, and He also will bring it to pass.”        (1 Thessalonians 5:24)
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