IS THERE A CONNECTION BETWEEN FAITH AND OBEDIENCE?

“...to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, for His name’s sake” (Romans 1:5)
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· Paul spoke of the Gospel as something to be obeyed.

“But they have not all obeyed the Gospel.  For Isaiah saith, “Lord, who hath believed our report?” (Romans 10-16 KJV).

“Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus”  (2 Thessalonians 1:8).

Here is how Paul characterized conversion: “Though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart” (Romans 6:17).  The result he sought in his ministry of evangelism was “obedience ... by word and deed” (Romans 15.18).

· Scripture often equates faith with obedience.

Faith and works are not incompatible.  Jesus even calls the act of believing a work - not merely a human work, but a work of God in us.  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:29). He brings us to faith, then enables and empowers us to believe unto obedience. “... according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith” (Romans 16:26).

· Clearly, the biblical concept of faith must lead to obedience.

“Believe” is treated as If it were synonymous with “obey” in John 3:36: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  Acts 6:7 shows how salvation was understood in the early church: “A great many ... were becoming obedient unto the faith.”  Obedience is so closely related to saving faith that Hebrews 5:9 uses it as a synonym: “Having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.”  Hebrews 11, the great treatise on faith, presents obedience as a by-product of faith: “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed...“ (11:8).  Not just Abraham, but all the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 showed their faith by obedience.

Obedience is the inevitable manifestation of true faith.  Paul recognized this when he wrote to Titus about “those who are defiled and unbelieving ... they profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him” (Titus 1:15-16).  To Paul, their perpetual disobedience proved their disbelief.  Their actions denied God more loudly than their words proclaimed Him.

True saving faith always produces a yearning to obey!

You cannot separate faith from faithfulness.
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