THE SECOND STEP IN GOD’S WILL - SPIRIT FILLED


Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the WILL of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:17-18)
*When you get drunk you submit yourself to the control of alcohol, which permeates your system.  When the alcohol takes over, you become the kind of person alcohol influences you to be.  That’s what “under the influence” means, and it is also clear that the pagans of Paul’s day believed drunkenness enhanced their communion with the gods.  Paul shows us it is the Holy Spirit instead that open us up to God.



Why should God show a person something if he is not even fulfilling that which God has already clearly stated as His will?

When you are saved, the moment you receive Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to live within you.  There is no true (biblical) Christian who does not possess the Holy Spirit.  “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” (Romans 8:9)
The Holy Spirit is a person; He lives within all true believers.  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body.”          (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

He is in the Christian all the time as a concentrated, powerful force of divine energy.  The question is first, are you saved and thereby possess the Holy Spirit?  Second, has He ever been able to release that power, to fill your life so that you can become what He is?  A Christian not yielded to the Spirit of God does not manifest the Christ-life.

One way to get a practical handle on the Spirit-filled life is to see it as living every single moment in the conscious presence of Jesus Christ.  The Spirit-filled life is no great mystery; it is simply Christ-consciousness.

Being Spirit-filled is a matter of living every day saturated with the presence of Christ.  How do you get saturated?  It is by studying His Word.  The more I focus on Christ in the Word of God, the more the thoughts of God saturate my mind; the more God’s thoughts saturate my mind, the more yielded I am to Him.  It is the same things as letting “the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” (Colossians 3:16)

How does the Spirit-filled life express itself?  Paul goes on to explain in the immediate following verses -- Ephesians 5:19-21.  Then Paul goes all the way down the line, describing the lifestyle of Spirit-filled people.  Wives will submit, husbands will love their wives, fathers will not provoke their children to wrath, children will obey, and so on.  This is how Spirit-filled people are to live.  (Ephesians 5:22-6:9).
*The curious thing is that Colossians 3 has the same list: submission, speaking in psalms and spiritual songs, wives submitting, husbands loving, children obeying, parents not provoking, etc.  Only here Paul does not link such living to the filling of the Spirit. He says it is the result of letting “the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” (Colossians 3.16)
Do you see what the Spirit-filled life is?  It is being saturated with the things of Christ, with His Word, His person.  And the only way to be saturated with Christ is to study diligently the Book that discloses all He is!

The more you study the Word of God, the more it saturates your mind and life.  Therefore, you need to immediately start practicing “planned neglect”.  Some less important things in your life could stand some “planned neglect” so that you might give yourself to studying the Word of God.
To be Spirit-filled is to live a Christ-conscious life, and there is no shortcut to that.  You can’t go and get yourself super-dedicated or re-committed to live a Christ-conscious life.  The only way you can be saturated with the thoughts of Christ is to saturate yourself with the Book that is all about Him.
*  NOTE:
Unfortunately, when it comes to God’s will a lot of Christians skip this crucial step of being Spirit-filled.  Instead, they jump right over to wondering if they should marry Suzy or George, go to this school, take that job, buy that kind of car, and so on.  They pray and pray for God’s will, and they still haven’t yielded control to the Holy Spirit.  No. God’s will is not lost or hidden.  It’s there in plain sight in His Word -- be saved, then Spirit-filled!
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“UNDER THE INFLUENCE”





*When you yield control of yourself to alcohol, it takes over.  And when you are Spirit-filled, obviously, the Spirit takes over.  In both cases, “self-control” is gone and replaced by something or someone else.  In both cases there is a total yieldedness to a power within.











It is one thing to possess the Spirit; it is something else to be filled with the Spirit.
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