WHO IS THIS ONE CALLED JESUS?
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THE NEW MEDIATOR

Every covenant has a mediator.  A mediator is someone who stands between two parties and brings the parties together (Galatians 3:20).  To do so, the mediator must represent both sides equally.

Under the old covenant, human priests and human leaders were the visible mediators.  Moses, for example was in a mediatorial role (Exodus 20:19; Deuteronomy 5:5; Galatians 3:19). The Levitical priests also were mediators because they represented the people before God in the sacrifices that were offered.  The prophets too were mediators in a certain sense because they brought God’s word to the people.  But even though Moses, the priests, and the prophets could all be seen as real mediators, they possessed one major deficiency.  None of them could represent both sides (God and mankind) because none of them was God.

Obviously, in order to represent both sides with perfect satisfaction and equality, a mediator would have to be both God and man.  And that brings us to 1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, Christ Jesus.”

God, in Christ, has initiated the messianic age, with its outpouring of the Spirit, and man’s relationship to God has been forever changed:  “However, you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him” (Romans 8:9).


HE DISPLAYS THE ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY

Omnipresent - (present in all places at the same time):  “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst” (Matthew 18:20).

Omnipotent - (all powerful): “...the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself’ (Philippians 3:21).

Unchanging - “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)
Forgiving Sin - “And behold, they were bringing to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed; and Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, ‘Take courage, My son, your sins are forgiven” (Matthew 9:2-7).

Receives Worship - “And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him” (Matthew 28:17) and has absolute authority over all things:  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”’ (Matthew 28:18).

Christ encompasses the fullness of God in human flesh:  “For in Him all the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9).



(over)((
HE IS ONE WITH THE FATHER

In John 10:30 Christ said plainly, “I and the Father are one”.  Jesus’ critics clearly understood that He was claiming to be God on this (v.33).  He speaks of His absolute eternal existence (not just simply prior to Abraham) when He says in John 8:58 “... Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”  The Jews clearly understood the significance of this claim from their reaction in verse 59.  (Other examples of Jesus being one with the Father are John 5:17-18, Mark 14:61-64.)
We are seeing God in action when we see the works of Christ.  When we hear His words as recorded in the New Testament, we are hearing the words of God.  When we hear Christ give a directive, it is the commandment of God.


HE IS OUR SOVEREIGN LORD!

He tells of being the Lord of the Sabbath:  “For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath”. (Matthew 12:8).  His authority as lawgiver superseded even the authority of the law.  The fact that the Jewish leaders could not kill Jesus before His time was further proof of His sovereignty: “...I lay down my life that I may take it up again.  No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it up again” (John 10:17-18).

Jesus’ authority extends to every person.  All judgment has been committed to Him:  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22).  The all-important reason for this:  “In order that all may honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” (John 5:23).  So how does one escape judgment?  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me, has eternal life and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life” (John 5:24).


Jesus is the almighty God.  Who as Creator and Redeemer, (John 1:9-13) has the right and power to demand compliance and submission to His authority!

Jesus is the almighty God.  Scripture declares Him to be God:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).  Even God the Father addresses Him as God: “But of the Son, He says, ‘Thy throne, 0 God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom’” (Hebrews 1:8).

Jesus is the almighty God.  The Creator and Sustainer of all things:  “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things have been created by Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17).

There is no question that the Bible teaches that Jesus is God.

Only cultists and unbelievers dispute this truth.
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