IS THERE A LITERAL HELL?

“... shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping

and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:12)
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UNIVERSALISM:
In the end, everyone will be saved.

Universalists believe that since God is Love, He cannot eternally condemn anyone.  Some teach that the devil and his fallen angels will be redeemed.

 (Scripture contradicts such a view -- [Rev. 20:10])

ANNIHILATIONISM: God takes believers to heaven, and destroys the rest.

Unbelievers experience no conscious punishment or suffering.  According to this view, there is no such place as hell.

CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY: Doctrine closely related to annihilationism.
A man’s soul is temporary (transient)-until immortality is bestowed upon it.  Since eternal life is given only to believers, all others pass into oblivion.  This view is gaining in popularity today.

 (Scripture also contradicts this. Matthew 25:46, Rev. 14:11).

THESE VIEWS GIVE PEOPLE A FALSE SENSE OF SAFETY.

Jesus himself described hell in graphic terms.  In fact, He had more to say about hell than anyone else in scripture.  He described it as a place “where the worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:48).  He called hell “outer darkness [where] there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12, 25:30).  He warned unbelievers about the judgment to come:  “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth there.  When you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the Kingdom of God, but yourselves being cast out” (Luke 13:28).  He described hell as “unquenchable fire” (Matt 3:12) and a “furnace of fire” (Matt. 13:42).  And he warned those who heard him preach, “If your hand causes you stumble, cut it off.  It is better for you to enter into life crippled than having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire.” (Mark 9:43).

Revelation 14:11 describes hell’s torment as unremitting and eternal:  “The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night.”  Revelation 20:10 states, “They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”  Matthew 25:46 says, “These (unbelievers) will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

That verse employs the same Greek word for “eternal” (aionios – meaning “perpetual”, “everlasting”, “forever”) to describe both the bliss of heaven and the punishment of hell.

If we believe and have put our trust in Christ for our salvation, based on scripture, then now knowing what Christ Himself says awaits those who are not saved – we have an obligation to pray and speak out in the manner that Christ commanded, for family, friends, acquaintances, and all this world who will otherwise surely face this terrible end!
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