EDUCATE THE CHILDREN

“Has a greater duty ever rested on men than that which binds them to educate their children for the benefit of the world?  Were this our constant; prominent desire; it would give definiteness to our instructions and prayers; we should watch against every habit or influence which would hinder the accomplishment of our wishes.  Our children would be taught self-government, self-denial, industry, and effort.  We should not be guilty of such a miserable wavering between Christ and the world.  Every parent would know for what he was training his children.  Every child would know for what he was living.  His conscience would feel the pressure of duty.  He could not be faithless to the object set before him without violating his conscience.  Would not such education be owned and blessed of the Spirit of God, and our children be converted early?  Then their powers would all be given to God.”

Christian parents, “whatsoever our hand findeth to do, let us do it with our might.”  The pupilage of our children is passing away on the swift wings of time.  Let us enter into the spirit of the first propagators of Christianity, and take our children along with us in the labors of love.  Let our aim be at higher attainments in piety. “The feeble” should become “as David; and David as the Son of God.”  It must cease to be that a few men and women only, in a century, shall appear, with the spirit of Taylor, Brainerd, Martyn, and of Livingston.  There ought to be Christians of their standard in every church.  Yea, why should not every church be composed of such; so that the places of the abode should become “too strait for them;” and they, with “the love of Christ constraining them,” go forth, in the untiring spirit of Christian enterprise, over the whole face of the earth.  With such pillars and “polished stones,” the temple of the Lord would indeed be beautiful.  Blessed with such supporters of the cause of Christ at home, the Church will be strong for her Lord’s work.  Blessed with such messengers of salvation to the heathen, the work of evangelizing the nations will go rapidly on.  As they go forth and proclaim the Savior’s love, there will break forth from all “the dark places” the cry, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 52:7)
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