 THE THIRD STEP IN GOD’S WILL – SANCTIFICATION (Holiness) [PART A]

God desires every believer to be sanctified.  What does “sanctified” mean?  In simpler and more useful terms, our purity and holiness.

Purity and holiness are often uncomfortable terms for Christians.  They sound so self-righteous.  Actually, purity and holiness are two crucial parts of practical Christian living.

In 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4, you can find several principles for purity.  The first one is plain enough:  “AVOID SEXUAL IMMORALITY”.  Stay away from sexual sin.

Did Paul mean sex was evil?  Of course not.  Sexual immorality (“fornication” in some versions) refers to sexual activity outside the marriage bond.  Everything from premarital sex to perversions, like bisexuality and homosexuality.

Sex is a glorious thing.  God invented it.  If He invented it, it is good.  But he designed it for the beauty of the marriage relationship and nowhere else.  For a person to think that he can cheat God and get kicks out of sex apart from marriage is to believe Satan’s lie.
· It is absurd for a young person (or anyone else) who is living in sexual impurity to say, “God, show me your will.”  Such a person is not even doing what this text of Scripture says is His will.  Why should God disclose some further will?

No matter what your age, the sex drive is a powerful force.  If the Holy Spirit is not in control, it is too easy to go over the line.  Where is the line?  When you have to start asking that, you’ve probably gone over it already,

· You can be blessed by God only so long as you are controlling what you do for His honor.  When lust controls you, you have crossed the line.  It’s a simple principle.

Nothing which gratifies the body to the dishonoring of God can have a place in the will of God.


Christian purity concerns how we live our daily lives; and it is a crucial part of doing God’s will.  If we are running around trying to find God’s specific answers for certain questions but are living impure lives, why should God give us those answers when we still haven’t obeyed His will that He has already revealed?
God’s will is that we be saved, Spirit-filled and sanctified – set apart as pure and holy people fit for His use.



(over)((
SANCTIFICATION  [PART B]


Sanctification is a continuing change worked by God in us, freeing us from sinful habits and forming in us Christ-like affections, dispositions, and virtues.  Sanctification does not mean that sin is instantly eradicated, but it is also more than a counteraction in which sin is merely restrained or repressed without being progressively destroyed.  Sanctification is a real transformation, not just the appearance of one.

God calls His children to holiness, and graciously gives what He commands. 

       (1 Thessalonians 4:4; 5:23)
Regeneration is birth; sanctification is growth.  In regeneration, God implants desires that were not there before: desire for God, for holiness, for glorifying God’s name in the world; desire to pray and worship; desire to love and bring benefit to others.  In sanctification, the Holy Spirit “works in you both to will and to do” according to God’s purpose, enabling His people to fulfill their new, godly desires. (Philippians 2:12,13)
Regeneration is a momentary act, bringing a person from spiritual death to life.  It is exclusively God’s work.  Sanctification is an ongoing process, dependent on God’s continuing action in the believer, and consisting of the believer’s continuous struggle against sin.  God’s method of sanctification is neither activism (self-reliant activity) nor apathy (God-reliant passivity), but human effort dependant on God (2 Corinthians 7:1), knowing that without Christ’s enabling we cannot do good, but also that He is ready to strengthen us for all we have to do; “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)  So we “abide” in Christ, asking for His help constantly -- and we receive it.  (Colossians 1:11; 1 Timothy 1:12;        2 Timothy 1:7, 2:1)


· Believers find within themselves contrary urgings.  The Spirit sustains their regenerate desires and purposes, but their fallen instincts (the “flesh”) obstruct their path and drag them back.  The conflict of these two is sharp.  “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.” (Galatians 5:17).  Yet by watching and praying against temptation, and cultivating opposite virtues, they may through the Spirit’s help “put to death” and experience many particular deliverances and victories in their battle with sin. (Romans 8:13).
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For this is the WILL of God, even your sanctification. (1 Thessalonians 4:3-7)


























