CHARLES SPURGEON ON THE LORD’S SUPPER – TAKEN FROM TWO DIFFERENT MESSAGES
THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME

 (Luke 22:19)
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According to modern thought, man is a very fine and noble creature, struggling to become better. He is greatly to be commended and admired, for his sin is said to be a seeking after God, and his superstition is a struggling after light. Great and worshipful being that he is, truth is to be altered for him ... in fact, the tendency is to exalt man above God and give him the highest place.

But such is not the truthful estimate of man, according to the scriptures. There, man is a fallen creature, with a carnal mind which cannot be reconciled to God; a worse than brutish creature, rendering evil for good, and treating his God with vile ingratitude. Alas, man is the slave and dupe of Satan, and a black-hearted traitor to his God…

Christ came to save, and man denied Him hospitality: at first, there was no room for Him at the inn, and at the last, there was not one cool cup of water for Him to drink; but when He thirsted, they gave Him vinegar to drink. This is man’s treatment of his Savior.

This was the act, too, of man at his best, when he is moved to pity; for it seems clear that he who lifted up the wet sponge to the Redeemer’s lips did it in compassion. I think that Roman soldier meant well, with his little light and knowledge. He ran and filled a sponge with vinegar: it was the best way he knew of putting a few drops of moisture to the lips of One who was suffering so much; but though he felt a degree of pity, it was such as one might show to a dog…

Alas, my brethren, I cannot say much on the score of man’s cruelty to our Lord without touching myself -- and you. Have we not often given Him vinegar to drink? We used to melt when we heard about His sufferings, but we did not turn from our sins ... and have not the best works we have ever done, and the best feelings we have ever felt, and the best prayers we have ever offered, been tart and sour with sin? ... I wonder if He has ever received them, as one marvels why He received this vinegar; and yet He has received them, and smiled upon us for presenting them. He knew once how to turn water into wine, and in matchless love, He has turned our sour drink-offerings into something sweet unto Himself...we may, therefore, come before Him, with all the rest of our race, when God subdues them to repentance by His love, and look on Him whom we have pierced ... we may well remember our faults this evening and well remember Him as he commanded when He said, “Do this in remembrance of Me”, because He knew who we were, what we are, and that -- left to ourselves -- we would forget.

“This do in remembrance of Me.” (Luke 22:19). Do this, and nothing else, and do it in remembrance, and for no other purpose.

· We shall remember Him, first with gratitude, as our Savior.

· We must remember Him, next, with profound reverence as our living and reigning Lord. And so, in sickness, we recollect Him in His patience; when persecuted, we recollect Him in His gentleness; in holy service, we remember Him with His burning zeal; in times of solitude, remember Him and His 



(over)((
midnight prayers; and when in public, and having to bear witness, remember Him and His lion-like declarations of the gospel.

· Next, we remember Him with confidence as our strength. He has not left us in this world to serve Him and bear His cross alone. Will we let Him be near, yet unnoticed and unremembered? We should never say, “I am lonely.” You are not alone if you remember Jesus. When weak, remember Him; for He can give you the help you need. Oh, that in all times and places, Christ were all in all to us.

· Remember Him, too, as our great representative before the throne of God. We should not get in the habit, as some churches, that exhibit their dead Christ everywhere, or their baby Christ in the virgin’s arms. Jesus is neither of these at this present time. He lives! It is the living Christ that we believe in, the ascended Christ we are trusting in, the Christ to come that we are hoping for.

Alas, we too much forget Him in all these aspects! I fear that we more easily forget than remember; and yet, the remembrance of one so dear should be natural to us. Did you suspect, when you were first converted, that you could ever forget Him? 

How often we act as if we had not the living Christ to run to -- as if Jesus were still lying in the tomb. We act as if we were going to live here forever. We act as if we had no master but our own wanton will -- you see the reason why the supper should have been instituted: our treacherous memories require it. Then let us gather to it as to a most needful feast; for we have need to be reminded of our own dear Lord, who sweetly says to us, “This do in remembrance of Me.”

And remember that this ordinance brings before us a memorial to His death. He Himself regarded His death as the very center, heart and soul of what He would fix on our memories - for when He took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, He gave it to the twelve, saying, “This is My body, which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” Likewise, He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant of My blood, which is shed for you.” And so, we shall continue to preach Christ crucified.

Lastly, we are taught by this institution that the very best way in which you can remember Christ is by receiving Him. You are not asked to bring bread with you. It is here. You are not asked to bring a cup with you. It is here already provided. What have you to do? You have to be receivers, and nothing more. Whenever you want to remember your Lord and Master, you need not say, “I must do something for Him.” No, no, let Him do something for you. “Take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.”

You say that you have forgotten your Lord. Come, and remember Him again. Do not stay away, but come with all the more eagerness. It is painful to remember yourself, but it will be sweet to remember Him. Remember Him as you did at first, when you came laden with guilt, and full of fears, and when you just cast yourself upon your Lord and found peace. Come and rest in Him over again -- for He Himself has said, “This do in remembrance of Me.”
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