SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

                                          

In Scripture: "For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.” (Romans 7:22-25)
How important is the struggle against sin in a believer’s life? “God demands obedience under the law: He works obedience under the gospel.”
“Many would like to be saved from the punishment due to sin and yet be allowed to go on in sin, but there is nothing of that kind of teaching in the Scripture.” (Above quotes by Charles Spurgeon) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"The Christian’s Warfare!
Perhaps it is because of hearing a message recently by R. C. Sproul dealing with the relevancy, and faithfulness of God to use His Word. Perhaps because of the upcoming Men’s Conference on the subject of sexual purity and the biblical definition of what it means to be a man at the Johnston, Iowa E-Free Church this weekend. Perhaps it’s because of the constant emphasis by many today on a “self-esteem” theology that tells man how good we are, and we need never think there should be any sort of struggle in the Christian life.

Or perhaps because of reading something by Robert Murray McCheyne recently on the subject of The Christian’s Warfare. But all of these things have really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, they got me thinking --- then praying!

Robert Murray McCheyne, a Scottish Presbyterian minister lived from 1813 to 1843. He was a major participant in the Scottish revivals of 1836, and 1839-1843. He was well known for his devotional and prayer life, his heart for evangelism, his heart for the Jewish people, and strong commitment to private and family worship.
Over 6,000 people attended his funeral when he died at the age of 29. Immediately after McCheyne’s death, Andrew Bonar, a close friend and colleague, wrote The Memoir and Remains of Robert Murray McCheyne. This book, widely regarded as a devotional and spiritual classic, has sold hundreds of thousands of copies, and is still in print.

Though not on what we immediately think of today when we think of a Christian’s warfare involving spiritual warfare, from a message given to his congregation he nevertheless addresses this equally important aspect of the Christian’s struggle and warfare that I certainly needed to be reminded of was simply a normal part of the true Christian’s life.
After the text of Romans 7:22-25 (see above), McCheyne says; “A believer is to be known not only by his peace and joy, but by his warfare in distress. His peace is peculiar; it flows from Christ, it is heavenly, it is holy peace. His warfare is as peculiar: it is deep-seated, agonizing, and ceases not till death. I have chosen the subject of the Christian’s warfare, that you may know thereby whether you are a soldier of Christ - whether you are really fighting the good fight of faith.”
The Believer Delights in the Law of God - “I delight in the law of God after the inward man” (Romans 7:22).

1. Before a man comes to Christ, he hates the law of God; his whole soul rises up against it - “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so” (Romans 8:7).”
2. When a man comes to Christ, this is all changed. He can say, “I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” He can say with David, “O how I love thy law: it is my meditation all the day.” There are two reasons for this:

First, the law is no longer an enemy. If any of you who are trembling under a sense of your infinite sins, and the curse of the law which you have broken, flee to Christ, you will find rest. You will be able to say, “Christ hath redeemed me from the curse of the law, being made a curse for me, as it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13).”
Second, the Spirit of God writes the law on my heart. This is the promise: “After those days, saith the Lord, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33). Coming to Christ takes away your fear of the law, but it is the Holy Spirit coming into your heart that makes you love the law. He takes out the stony heart and puts in a heart of flesh; and there He writes the holy law of God. Then the law of God is sweet to that soul: he has an inward delight in it. “The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

Oh, come, sinners, give up your hearts to Christ, that He may write on it His holy law! Surely you have tried the pleasures of sin long enough. Come now, and try the pleasures of holiness out of a new heart. Oh come and get the new heart before you die; for except you be born again you cannot see the kingdom of God.

A True Believer Feels An Opposing Law In His Members:

“I see another law in my members warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members” (Romans 7:23). -- When a sinner comes first to Christ, he often thinks he will now bid an eternal farewell to sin: now I shall never sin anymore. He feels already at the gate of heaven. But a little breath of temptation soon discovers his heart, and he cries out, “I see another law.”

1. Observe what he calls it - “another law,” quite a different law from the law of God - a law clean contrary to it. In v. 25 he calls it a “law of sin” - a law that commands him to commit sin, that urges him on by rewards and threatenings. In Rom. 8:2 it is called “the law of sin and death” - a law which not only leads to sin, but leads to death, eternal death: “the wages of sin is death.” It is the same law which in Galatians is called the flesh: “the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit” (5:17). It is the same which in Eph. 4:22 is called “the old man,” which is wrought according to deceitful lusts. The same is called in Rom. 7:24 “this body of death.” The truth then is, that in the heart of the believer there remains the whole members and body of an old man, or old nature - there remains the fountain of every sin that has ever polluted the world.

2. Observe again what this law is doing -- warring. This law in the members is not resting quiet, but is always fighting. There can never be peace in the bosom of a believer. There is peace with God, but constant war with sin. This law in the members has got an army of lusts under him, and he wages constant war against the law of God. Sometimes, indeed, an army is lying in ambush, and they lie quiet till a favorable moment comes. So in the heart the lusts often lie quiet till the hour of temptation, and then the war against the soul. The heart is like a volcano, sometimes it slumbers and sends up nothing but a little smoke, but the fire is slumbering all the while below, and will soon break out again.

Have you experienced this warfare? It is a clear mark of God’s children. Most of you, I fear, have never felt it. Do not mistake me. All of you have felt a warfare at times between your natural conscience and the law of God. But that is not the contest in the believer’s bosom. It is a warfare between the Spirit of God in the heart, and the old man with his deeds.

If any of you are groaning under this warfare, learn to be humbled by it, but not discouraged. First, be humbled under it. It is intended to make you lie in the dust, and fell that you are but a worm. Second, let this teach you your need of Christ. You need His precious blood as much now as you did at first. You can never stand before God in yourself. You must go again and again to Him to be washed.

The feelings of a believer during this warfare:

1. He feels wretched. “O wretched man that I am” (Rom. 7:24). There is nobody in this world so happy as a believer. He has come to Christ, and found rest. He has the pardon of all his sins in Christ. He has near approach to God as a child. He has the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. He has the hope of glory. In the most awful times he can be calm, for he feels that God is with him. Still there are times when he cries, O wretched man! When he feels the plague of his own heart -- when he feels the thorn in the flesh -- when his wicked heart is discovered in all its fearful malignity -- ah, then he lies down, crying, “O wretched man that I am!” One reason of this wretchedness is that sin discovered in the heart takes away the sense of forgiveness. Another reason is the loathsomeness of sin. It is felt like a viper in the heart. A natural man is often miserable from his sin, but he never feels its loathsomeness; but to the new creature it is vile indeed. Ah brethren, do you know anything of a believer’s wretchedness? If you do not, you will never know his joy. If you never know not a believer’s tears and groans, you will never know his song of victory.

2. He seeks deliverance. “Who shall deliver me?” How is it with you, dear souls? Does corruption felt within drive you to the throne of grace? Does it make you call on the name of the Lord? Does it make you say, like the importunate widow, “Avenge me of mine adversary”? Does it make you like the Canaanitish woman, cry after the Lord Jesus? Ah, remember, if lust can work in your heart, and you lie down contented with it, you are none of Christ’s!

3. He gives thanks for victory. Yes, even in the thickest of the battle we can look up to Christ, and cry -- Thanks to God! The moment a soul groaning under corruption rests the eye on the Lord Jesus, that moment his groans are changed into songs of praise. How often a Psalm begins with groans, and ends with praises! This is the daily experience of all the Lord’s people. Is it yours? Try yourselves by this. If you know not the believer’s song of praise, you will never cast your crowns with them at the feet of the Lamb. Dear believers, be content to glory in your infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon you.

Oh friends, as one born of the Spirit, for those of us who truly have been, it is good indeed to be reminded that everyday there is going to be a battle. And it begins of all places -- inside of us. Yes, the Bible refers to this battle in many places and 
in many ways. It is enough for me to know; “the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to” (Gal. 5:17).

But it is even more important to know and be able to say; ”Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:24-25)

We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to Christ!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                                             (Charles Spurgeon)
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