10 Conditions of Answered Prayer


Sometimes our prayer life actually hinders or clashes with our faith in God. When our prayers are not answered we simply believe either God doesn’t hear us, God’s promises concerning prayer are not true, or there is something unknowable or mystical about prayer. 

It is important to be aware that God has the prerogative to answer any prayer as and when He sees fit, whether they meet any conditions mentioned in scripture or not. Yet, He has promised to always answer our prayers when the conditions He gives in the bible are met. In effect, He has bound Himself by His own Word, and we know that He cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18).

Let us now look at 10 conditions God has given in scripture, whereby He promises to answer our prayers. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We Must Ask!   The very first condition is - we must ask God and pray!  James 4:2 says; “You do not have, because you do not ask God”.  You say that’s obvious, but is it?   Though James goes    on to deal with other matters, he begins where we need to as well. We must ask God.  Asking God humbles us, and shows our dependency on and our faith in Him.

Keeping a prayer journal is a good idea.  Many times our prayers are answered, but in a way and time God deems more appropriate (than immediately as we would have). Having a journal to refer to will strengthen your faith when you see the faithfulness of God, as He answers your prayers over time.

We Must Pray in Faith – Believing!   I know this is treading on dangerous ground with some. You will say that it is the object of our faith – God, and not our faith that is important and I would agree with you. Nevertheless we are told by Christ Himself in Mark 11:24; “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” In Matthew 21:22; “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”

James tells us in 1:6-8; “But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

Famed nineteenth century preacher Charles Spurgeon said; “Unless I believe my prayer to be effectual, it should not be, for it will depend on a great extent to my faith. God may give me the mercy even when I have no faith. Such is His own sovereign grace. But He has not promised to do it.” Even Puritan Thomas Watson said; “Prayer that is faithless is fruitless.”

Friends, faith is important to God; “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). Which brings us to the next point.

We Must be Fervent or Earnest in Prayer!   The above verse talks about those who earnestly seek God.   James 5:16 says; “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

”Spurgeon said; “When we ask the Lord without passion, we actually stop His hand and restrain Him from giving us the very blessing we pretend that we are seeking. We must be 

earnest. Otherwise, we have no right to hope that the Lord will hear our prayer.” The Puritan Thomas Brooks said; “Cold prayers always freeze before they reach heaven.”

We are told the early church practiced this as Acts 12:5 says; “So Peter was kept in prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently (earnestly in the NIV) by the church to God”. Again to the Church at Colosse, Paul writes; “Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers…”    (Colossians 4:12).

We Must:  Be Obedient To God’s Commands (Word)!  Francis Schaeffer said; “As Christians, what we are and what we do has a relationship to our power in prayer.” In other words, scripture also teaches obedience is a condition of answered prayer. 1 John 3:22 says; “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.” Jesus tells us in John 15:7; “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you”, and then in verse 10 adds; “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love.”

                    Confess and Forsake Sin!   The psalmist says; “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” (Psalm 66:18). Isaiah tells us; “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear”             (Isaiah 59:2).

So what are we to do?  First we must realize what is said in 1 John 1:8; “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” Then we must do what is said in the very next verse; “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). We must not take the grace of confession too lightly. 

                & Have a Forgiving Spirit!   Jesus tells us in Mark 11:25; “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive      your sins”. The forgiveness of our sins is critical so that as mentioned above, they don’t separate us from God whereby He does not hear us.

Jesus, after teaching the disciples how to pray in the previous verses, adds in Matthew 6:14-15; “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
This is also wonderful for husbands and wives to practice together. Praying together for their marriage, for their family, and for each other. But they must learn to let any bitterness go between them by taking it to the Lord, so they can first forgive each other, and then pray.

We Must Continue or Persevere (Importunity) in Prayer!  Again after Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray, He immediately goes into a parable on persistent prayer in Luke 11:5 about the man who knocks on his neighbor’s door at midnight asking for food to give an unexpected guest. Finally in verse 8 Jesus says; “… because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs”. Then in verse 9 come His familiar words; “And I say to you, ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.”

Since it follows on the heels of Jesus telling the parable to show us to persist in prayer, we are 

hearing Him say in effect; Ask, and keep on asking; seek, and keep on seeking; knock, and keep on knocking.

You might wonder why is this necessary. I am sure there are several reasons as we look at the scriptures, but I believe as we look to our own deceitful hearts we see an obvious one. Certainly in one way our persevering in prayer demonstrates not only to God but also to us, if what we are praying for really is something we strongly desire. Our persisting shows just how much we do desire it. Then when God does answer, it helps us appreciate the blessing all the more.

Jesus tells another parable about continuing to come and ask in the eighteenth chapter of Luke. It is the story of the pestering widow who eventually obtains help from an unrighteous judge because she refuses to stop petitioning him. At the beginning of that story is one of the clearest instructions Jesus gives on persevering in prayer; “Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up” (Luke 18:1).

We Must Pray in Accordance to God’s Will!   Jesus sets the example for us in the garden of Gethsemane, when we read in Matthew 26:39; “Going a little farther, He fell with His face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will.’”    

1 John 5:14–15 drives this home to us very clearly; “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of Him.”

Now many will say; “How do we know what God’s will is, or is it even possible to know?” That is why God has given us His Word. When we approach anything in life to pray for, we should ask, what are the principles of God’s Word regarding what we’re praying about?

That’s why it’s helpful whenever reading the bible to ask ourselves, what practices in life should flow from what we’re reading? What differences should it make in my life? Where does my life not conform to the Word of God? Then we will learn more of God’s will and the right things to pray for ourselves and others.

That is why Jesus said in John 15:7; “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.” Should we find ourselves praying against God’s will as revealed in scripture, it is possible God would answer the prayer, but the consequences may not be worth it; “And He gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul” (Psalm 106:15).    

When scripture does not clearly speak to or address an issue, God still tells us to come to Him and pray as it states in James 1:5; “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” 

We Must Pray In Jesus Name!   Believers are said to be found “in Christ” over 100 times in the epistles of Paul alone, signifying our new relationship with God through being found in Jesus Christ and all that includes. One thing it includes is the right to come boldly before the throne of God (the throne of grace) to receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need    (Hebrews 4:16).

An unbeliever has no right to expect God to hear or answer prayers, because they still do not 

have a right relationship with God found only in Jesus Christ. God may hear and answer, just as His common grace is shown to all men – but He has certainly not promised to.

Jesus told the world; “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). So it is only through a right relationship with God, through Christ that anyone can approach God. Ephesians 3:12 tells us; “In Him (Christ Jesus our Lord) and through faith in Him we may approach God with freedom and confidence”.

But for those whom Christ has redeemed and who know Him as their Lord and Savior, Jesus says; “…Whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you” (John 16:23). “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14:13-14).

We Must Pray with the Right Motive!   Finally we hear James say; “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3).

Well if those are the wrong motives, what are the right ones? I believe scripture makes that abundantly clear. The flag that flies over every act that God has ever performed is found in Isaiah 48:11; “For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; for how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.” It is God’s glory that God is most concerned with.

God created us for His glory as stated in Isaiah 43:7; “Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, whom I formed, even whom I have made.” God predestined and chose us for His glory as seen in Ephesians 1:5-6; “He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will - to the praise of his glorious grace …” He even sanctifies us for His glory shown in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12; “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of His calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power, so that our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

                   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is most appropriate to end on this point because we find here, that in all of life, including our prayer life, what ever is for God’s glory is also for our good. Jonathan Edwards said in his book; The End for Which God Created the World; “God in seeking His glory seeks the good of His creatures, because the emanation of His glory…implies the…happiness of His creatures. And in communicating His fullness for them, He does it for Himself, because their good, which He seeks, is so much in union and communion with Himself.  God is their good.”

Oh friends, let us learn from and want more of such a good God.  Let us draw near to Him in   His Word, and through union and communion with Him in prayer. Let us rejoice in Him and that He let’s us be co-laborers with Him, working together to determine the outcome of events as we pray. Let us reflect on these conditions given and practice them so we too may become  -  mighty in prayer!

Finally, let us remember Spurgeon’s words on this God who answers prayer; “There is always an open ear if you have an open mouth. There is always a ready hand if you have a ready heart. You have but to cry and the Lord hears; nay, before you call, He will answer, and while you are speaking He will hear.”
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