SOMETHING TO THINK & PRAY ABOUT!
("I think, therefore I pray!")
  

 

In Scripture: "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” (Colossians 4:2)

                      “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
How Important is Prayer? "I have so much to do today that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” (Martin Luther)
“Since you are tempted without ceasing, pray without ceasing”.
“I have heard some Christians say, I do not feel in a proper frame of mind to pray; my brother, pray until you do.”
“We should pray when we are in a praying mood, for it would be sinful to neglect so fair an opportunity. We should pray when we are not in a praying mood, for it would be dangerous to remain in so unhealthy a condition”.  (Above three quotes by Charles Spurgeon) 

                                    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                   "The Scriptures and Prayer" PART 1
Recently each Thursday evening, when I’m in St. Louis, I have been meeting at Covenant Seminary to pray with a group of “radical” seminary students and graduates. On Friday morning I meet there to pray with a PCA pastor. All of us have, and continue to, diligently study the Scriptures. Because of that there is a growing awareness and an increasing deep conviction that God’s Word should always lead us to pray.

We know from the Bible that “God cannot lie” (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18), “that as many as are the promises of God, in Him (Christ) they are yes” (2 Cor.1:20). But we also know that apart from Christ we can do nothing (John 15:5).

We know that sin still indwells our flesh (Romans 7:17-25), yet God has given us the grace of confession (1 John 1:8-10), and we long for the Spirit’s continuing sanctifying work in our lives. So we do confess our sin as we pray and seek the present cleansing of the blood of Christ.

We’re convinced we are to also love God with our minds, and are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 12:2). We know it is God’s Word that He uses to do this. Our minds are renewed by the Bible and as the Holy Spirit uses His Word (Col.3:16), He changes our thinking.

This column gets its title from the line Charles Spurgeon said: "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think." So it has always been my contention that God’s Word should always lead us not only to think, but more importantly to pray. And prayer should always lead us back to God’s Word. 
Recently, reading something by Arthur Pink really got me thinking. In fact, far more and much better, it got me thinking --- then praying!

Arthur Pink (1886-1952) like Charles Spurgeon, was a Calvinist, and like Spurgeon he was disliked by the Calvinist for also believing in and preaching the free offer of the gospel and in human responsibility. Also like Spurgeon he was despised by Arminians for believing and preaching the absolute sovereignty of God. 

Pink spent most of his late years believing he was called to use his pen, not his tongue, to minister to a few people. In later years his prolific writings, which during his lifetime were known only to a few, were rediscovered; hundreds of thousands of books of his writings have been printed since his death. Through these Pink became a strong bridge between the Puritans of the past and the believers of the last half of the twentieth century. 

We are going to look at only the beginning of a message Arthur Pink gave on; The Scriptures and Prayer. Next time we’ll see another critical part of how God’s Word and prayer should always be interdependent.

Pink said; “A prayerless Christian is a contradiction in terms. Just as a still-born child is a dead one, so a professing believer who prays not is devoid of spiritual life. When the Lord would assure the Damascus disciple that Saul of Tarsus had been truly converted, He told him, “Behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9:11). On many occasions had that self-righteous Pharisee bowed his knees before God and gone through his “devotions,” but this was the first time he had ever really prayed.”

“Will the reader be surprised when the writer declares it is his deepening conviction that, probably, the Lord’s own people sin more in their efforts to pray than in connection with any other thing they engage in? What formality, where there should be brokenness of heart. How little we really feel the sins we confess, and what little sense of deep need for the mercies we 
seek! And even where God grants a measure of deliverance from these awful sins, how much coldness of heart, how much unbelief, how much self-will and self-pleasing have we to bewail!”

“Now the Word of God should be our directory in prayer. Alas, how often we have made our own fleshly inclinations the rule of our asking. The Holy Scriptures have been given to us “that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:17). Since we are required to “pray in the Spirit” (Jude 20), it follows that our prayers ought to be according to the Scriptures, seeing that He is their Author throughout. It equally follows that according to the measure in which the Word of Christ dwells in us “richly” (Col. 3:16) or sparsely, the more or the less will our petitions be in harmony with the mind of the Spirit.”

“Thus the purity and power of our prayer life are another index by which we may determine the extent to which we are profiting from our reading and searching the Scriptures. If our Bible study is not, under the blessing of the Spirit, convicting us of the sin of prayerlessness, revealing to us the place which prayer ought to have in our daily lives; unless it is teaching us how to pray more acceptably to God, how to appropriate His promises and plead them before Him, how to appropriate His precepts and turn them into petitions, then not only has the time we spend over the Word been to little or no soul enrichment, but the very knowledge we have acquired of its letter will only add to our condemnation in the day to come. “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22) applies to its prayer-admonitions as to everything else in it. Let us now point out some criteria.”

THE DEEP IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER

“We are profited from the Scriptures when we are brought to realize the deep importance of prayer. It is really to be feared that many present-day readers and even students of the Bible have no deep convictions that a definite prayer-life is absolutely essential to a daily walking and communing with God, as it is for deliverance from the power of indwelling sin, the seductions of the world, and the assaults of Satan. If such a conviction really gripped their hearts, would they not spend far more time on their faces before God?”

“But the fact remains that each of us takes time for anything we deem to be imperative. Who ever lived a busier life than our Savior? Yet who found more time for prayer? If we truly yearn to be supplicants and intercessors before God and use all the available time we now have, He will so order things for us that we shall have more time.”

“The lack of positive conviction of the deep importance of prayer is plainly evidenced in the corporate life of professing Christians. God has plainly said, “My house shall be called the house of prayer” (Matt. 21:13). Note, not “the house of preaching and singing,” but of prayer. Yet, in the great majority of even so-called orthodox churches, the ministry of prayer has become a negligible quantity. There are still evangelistic campaigns, and Bible-teaching conferences, but how rarely one hears of two weeks set apart for special prayer! And how much good do these accomplish if the prayer-life of the churches is not strengthened?”

“But when the Spirit of God applies in power to our hearts such words as, “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38), “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Phil. 4:6), “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving” (Col. 4:2), then are we being profited from the Scriptures.”

We shall stop here before going into specific helpful and insightful ways Pink gives showing how our praying shall be further profited by the Scriptures. This is very timely for me as I’ve come to realize sometimes there is a disconnect in my own prayer life between the two, while there seems to also be a prevailing wind of changing doctrine blowing in our time because of a neglect of the importance of the Scriptures.

I try my best to never forget the words of one of the great Reformers who said; “The Holy Spirit so cleaves to His own truth, as He has expressed it in Scripture, that He then only exerts and puts forth His strength when the Word is received with due honor and respect”.

Oh there should be a wonderful inseparableness between what God has said to us in His inspired and inerrant Word, and what we should long to say and request of Him in prayer. I tend to think that one of the Puritans got it right when he said; “When people do not mind what God speaks to them in His Word, God doth as little mind what they say to Him in prayer”.
We must at all times, in all ways, with all people, point them to (the) Christ (of the Bible)!
Ed D. Kleiman

P.S. "It is a grand thing to be driven to think, but it is a grander thing to be driven to pray through having been made to think."

                                                                                                                                                          (Charles Spurgeon)
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