SPURGEON ON REVIVAL

The following is an excerpt from a sermon by Charles Spurgeon delivered on July 17, 1859 on the subject of revival.  It was based on Psalm 44 verse 1.  “We have heard with our ears oh God our fathers have told us what would thou didst in their days and the times of old.”

Shall I give you yet another reason why you should pray?  Hitherto all other means have been used without effect. God is my witness how often I have striven in this pulpit to be the means of the conversion of men.  I have preached my very heart out.  I could say no more than I have said, and I hope the secrecy of my chamber is a witness to the fact that I do not cease to feel when I cease to speak; but I have a heart to pray for those of you who are never affected, or who if affected still quench the Spirit of God.  My hearers, I have done my utmost.  Will not you come to the help of the Lord against the mighty? Will not your prayers accomplish that which my preaching fails to do?  Here they are; I commend them to you.  Men and women whose hearts refuse to melt, whose stubborn knees will not bend; I give them up to you and ask you to pray for them.  Carry their cases on your knees before God.  Wife! Never cease to pray for your unconverted husband.  Husband! Never stay your supplication till you see your wife converted.  And, O fathers and mothers! Have you no unconverted children? Have you not brought them here many and many a Sunday, and they remain just as they have been?  You have sent them first to one chapel and then to another, and they are just what they were.  The wrath of God abideth on them.  Die they must; and should they die now, to a certainty you are aware that the flames of hell must engulf them. And do you refuse to pray for them?  Hard hearts, brutish souls, if knowing Christ yourself ye will not pray for those who come of your own loins—your children according to the flesh.

Dear friends, we do not know what God may do for us if we do but pray for a blessing.  Look at the movement we have already seen; we have witnessed Exeter Hall, St. Paul’s Cathedral, and Westminster Abbey, crammed to the doors, but we have seen no effect as yet of all these mighty gatherings.  Have we not tried to preach without trying to pray?  Is it not likely that the church has been putting forth its preaching hand but not its praying hand?  O dear friends! Let us agonize in prayer, and it shall come to pass that this Music Hall shall witness the sighs and groans of the penitent and the songs of the converted.  It shall yet happen that this vast host shall not come and go as now it does, but little the better; but men shall go out of this hall, praising God and saying: —“It was good to be there; it was none other than the house of God, and the very gate of heaven.”  Thus much to stir you up to prayer.




(over)((
Another inference we should draw is that all the stories we have heard should correct any self-dependence, which may have crept into our treacherous hearts.  Perhaps we as a congregation have begun to depend upon our numbers and so forth.  We may have thought, “Surely God must bless us through the ministry.”  Now let the stories which our fathers have told us remind you, and remind me, that God saved not by many nor by few; that it is not in us to do this but God must do it all; it may be that some hidden preacher, whose name has never been known; some obscure denizen of St. Giles will yet start up in this city of London and preach the Word with greater power than bishops or ministers have ever known before. I will welcome him; God be with him; let him come from where he may; only let God speed him, and let the work be done.  Maybe, however, God intends to bless the agency used in this place for your good and for your conversion.  If so, I am thrice happy to think such should be the case.  But place no dependence upon the instrument.  No, when men laughed at us and mocked us most, God blessed us most; and now it is not a disreputable thing to attend the Music Hall.  We are not so much despised as we once were, but I question whether we have so great a blessing as once we had.  We would be willing to endure another pelting in the pillory, to go through another ordeal with every newspaper against us, and with every man hissing and abusing us, if God so pleases, if he will but give us a blessing.  Only let him cast out of us any idea that our own bow and our own sword will get us the victory.  We shall never get a revival here, unless we believe that it is the Lord, and the Lord alone, that can do it.


Having made this statement, I will endeavor to stir you up with confidence that the result may be obtained that I have pictured, and that the stories we have heard of the olden time, may become true in our day.  Why should not every one of my hearers be converted?  Is there any limitation in the Spirit of God?  Why should not the feeblest minister become the means of salvation to thousands?  Is God’s arm shortened?  My brethren, when I bid you pray that God would make the ministry quick and powerful, like a two-edged sword, for the salvation of sinners, I am not setting you a hard, much less an impossible task.  We have but to ask and to get.  Before we call, God will answer; and while we are yet speaking he will hear.  God alone can know what may come of this morning’s sermon, if he chooses to bless it.  From this moment you may pray more; from this moment God may bless the ministry more.  From this hour other pulpits may become more full of life and vigor than before.  From this same moment the Word of God may flow, and run, and rush, and get to itself an amazing and boundless victory.

Only wrestle in prayer, meet together in your houses, go to your closets, be instant, be earnest in season and out of season, agonize for souls, and all that you have heard shall be forgotten in what ye shall see; and all that others have told you shall be as nothing compared with what ye shall hear with your ears, and behold with your eyes in your own midst.
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